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The idea of preparing the documentation of the history of

SAAPE was compelled by the need to document the journey

of South Asians to develop platforms where they could meet,

share issues common to the region and lobby for common

goals and shared dreams of emancipation from poverty,

rightlessness and other vulnerabilities. While many regions had

bodies where common issues were being discussed and

resolved such as the European Union (EU), the Association of

Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), etc. South Asian Association

for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was becoming more and

more set aside by South Asian governments. Poverty and its

attendant form of losses for those coming under its condition

had become chronic for millions of people in South Asia.

Despite extraordinary progress in so many different areas,

simultaneously there were extensive gaps and inequalities in

access to resources, control of policy and in the outreach and

equitable utilisation of health and education. Decent

employment and fair wages with social protection never

materialised. Platform politics, a common platform of the

organisations and individuals who are critical of the

mainstream development paradigm, and, fighting against the

poverty and injustices for the last twenty years in South Asia

had been established during the years when SAAPE became

active.

During many deliberations, conferences, meetings for

discussing a report or a campaign it became evident that there

was a need to document a process that had involved so many

socially conscious citizens from different South Asian countries

who were committed and had a history of social engagement

in their countries. The importance of this report was also a

perceived and shared need to communicate the knowledge

and experiences of struggle for rights and justice of the current

generation with the next generation. A modest record of the

output was felt to be necessary. This report is, therefore, a

straightforward record of the genesis of SAAPE and its various

member contributions to the several issues taken up by SAAPE,

mandated by its Core Committee.

Documentation of past events and assessment of its

foundational thoughts and concepts from the present

perspective is a challenging job. When SAAPE was established

in 2001, its members were concerned with the rising poverty

which continues to be the matter of grave concern at present

too. Although some indicators of development in the spheres

of economic progress are positive in the last twenty years, the

majority of people are denied basic human rights and most

basic services from the State. While some social movements

are in existence to fight against poverty, inequality and

injustices since long, poverty and inequality continue to be

exacerbated in the region. In this context, SAAPE thought of a

process which documents its twenty years of journey and does

self-assessment of its works, learnings and achievements.

Therefore, in late 2018 the documentation of the history of

SAAPE was started.

The impetus behind this work is to capture the work of SAAPE,

its formation, its contributions to the work of civil society and

to restore to debates on democracy, nurturing a platform for

building a regional identity of South Asia. Many movements

have contributed to the protection of democratic rights of

those living in poverty without rights and entitlements. And

yet, there is little recording in either the print media or the

digital form of the work and their contributions to the theory

and practice of alternatives for the emancipation of the poor

and marginalised people in the region.

This report aims to capture SAAPE’s two decades of activism in

its life within and among its members (building and rebuilding

of platform and movements). This endeavour is a collective

effort among its members and the Secretariat.

This paper will serve as a document for introspection, for

deliberating on future strategies, for strengthening existing

alliances and building new ones, and for forging a unified

platform for action for greater social justice in South Asia.

SAAPE Secretariat
March 2020
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Postscript: methodology of documentation
This documentation of SAAPE’s history was decided by

the SAAPE Core Committee in 2017. Most of the

preparatory works were completed by 2018. Some face-

to-face interviews with SAAPE members, questionnaire

and cover letter finalisation, sending emails to old and

new members of SAAPE to get their responses on the

questionnaire have been carried out. The process of

SAAPE history documentation is facilitated and

coordinated by the SAAPE Secretariat members including

Netra Timsina, Praman Adhikari, Reshma Shakya and

Satish Gurung (Intern). SAAPE Adviser Shobha Raghuram

and SAAPE Core Committee member Padma Prasad

Khatiwada extended their intellectual and editorial

support voluntarily since the beginning of this work, a

historical documentation of SAAPE, a journey of South

Asians for an equal future for all.
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Introduction: The genesis of SAAPE
1.1 Background

South Asia is home to more than 1.9 billion people that

comprise about a quarter of the global population. The South

Asian region has a wide diversity of cultures, languages,

religions and social structures, which are severely affected by

poverty. Despite several decades of planned development

efforts targeted towards poverty reduction, almost all countries

of South Asia have been experiencing poverty, social exclusion

and denial of rights since long. Even the conventional poverty

estimates show that half of the world’s poor reside in this

region. Out of eight countries, four (Afghanistan, Bangladesh,

Bhutan, Nepal) are in the category of least developed countries

(LDCs) in South Asia. Conflicts in different forms and

manifestations mainly rooted in denial, discrimination,

exclusion, deprivation and marginalisation, are frequently

faced by South Asian societies. The region has also been

characterised by the unjust distribution of productive

resources, resulting in deep rooted inequality, conflict,

destitution and systematic marginalisation. This unequal

distribution of resources is encountered by various

communities within the region.

Against the backdrop of rising poverty and escalating human

rights abuses, various civil society actors from across the region,

together with representatives of civil society organisations

from Europe convened a consultation in the year 2000 in

Manesar, India to discuss the problems facing the region and

to come up with possible solutions. This led to the creation of

the South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication (SAAPE). It was

formalised later at the South Asia Civil Society Network

meeting on poverty eradication in Kathmandu in December

2001.

1.2 Priority Themes

SAAPE’s main focus is poverty eradication through policy

research, advocacy, lobbying and campaign works on five key

themes, which are priority concerns for civil society in all

countries of the region. Since SAAPE’s inception, it is

continuously working in five major thematic areas, which are:

• Food sovereignty, livelihoods, climate change and

employment,

• Peace, justice and demilitarisation,

• Gender justice,

• Labour rights and economic/financial crisis,

• Democracy and just governance

From 2012, SAAPE members are focusing on food sovereignty,

gender justice and demilitarisation, democratisation and social

justice issues in South Asia.

1.3 Vision

SAAPE envisions just societies that enjoy all human rights and

freedoms, giving dignity to individuals.

1.4 Mission

SAAPE's mission is to intervene on the issues of poverty and

exclusion thereby contributing for eradicating poverty and

injustices, rejecting the neo-liberal development models and

striving for sustainable alternatives that are pro-poor people

of South Asia.

1.5 Strategies

• Expanding membership constituency of SAAPE, building

capacity and confidence of civil society aimed at improved

access of poor, excluded, and vulnerable people in South

Asia to political, social and economic governance structures

of all levels and fighting against poverty and anti-people

policies at national as well as regional levels;

• Analysing the situations and problems raising awareness,

developing issue-based advocacy, lobby and campaign;

• Building solidarity and shared civil society vision for the

region. Bringing together civil society groups across South

Asia in a platform to jointly discuss strategies and take

action to contribute towards poverty eradication;

• Enabling groups of poor and excluded to identify their own

sustainable solutions locally and bringing alternatives to

the regional level;

• Working as a pressure group on governments, SAARC, the

European Union and other multilateral bodies active in the

region with lobby and campaign activities, advocating for

pro-poor policies and programmes from a regional

perspective; and

• Developing and promoting alternative policies that are

conducive for the elimination of poverty and promotion of

sustainable livelihoods.
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1.6 SAAPE’s Two-Pronged Approach

1. Develop research to support advocacy and lobbying

activities aimed at regional and national level decision-

makers of the South highlighting the concerns and

perspectives of marginalised groups and advocate pro-

poor policies. And consolidate their struggles and

experiences to influence the international players,

particularly of the North.

2. Build capacity and understanding amongst members’

constituencies to empower them to participate in

development processes on their own term and implement

their own solutions.

SAAPE brings together existing like-minded networks to

strengthen and build on their work; to make explicit the

links between different issues that impact on poverty; and

to link and bring a regional understanding to national

level campaigns.

1.7 Genesis of SAAPE

SAAPE was formed when civil society actors of the region and

their well-wishers from Europe convened a consultation in

2000 in Manesar, India. About 150 participants, comprising

journalists, academics, trade unionists, human rights activists,

NGOs and other civil society actors from the SAARC region,

together with representatives from European NGOs, agreed to

form an alliance of Civil Society Organisations to fight against

poverty and injustice in the South Asia Region. The convenors

of this ambitious meeting were guided by a Task Force

consisting of Vina Mazumdar (CWDS), Shobha Raghuram

(Hivos, India Regional Office), Harsh Mander (Action Aid, India),

and Ginny Shrivatsa (Astha, India), CWDS. Delhi and Hivos

organised the consultation at Manesar with each country

sending in 5 delegates, with the exception of Bhutan and

Afghanistan. Oxfam (UK), and Eurostep (Brussels, Denmark

Chapters) sent in 5 delegates. The EU Delegations in

Bangladesh and in Delhi were represented by their

Ambassadors. The United Nations Development Programme

(UNDP) Resident Representative took an active interest in the

proceedings. The Manesar meeting came up with the

comprehensive document which is well- known as the

Manesar Declaration of 2000 and a report titled, “Eradication

of Poverty - South Asia’s call for Joint Responsibilities; Civil

Society, National Governments, European Commission and

Eurostep in a Multi Polar World”. In order to work towards

eradicating poverty, it was felt that civil society organisations

(CSOs) and individual activists have to unite on a politically

sensitive advocacy platform that also closely cooperates with

friendly organisations in Europe and elsewhere1. What set

SAAPE apart from NGOs was its membership base. Large mass

organisations, as well as grassroots organisations were

welcomed. The membership criteria drawn up subsequently

echoed the political nature of SAAPE, without an institutional

structure but with a lean secretariat and with sufficient internal

political/social commitments to be able to advocate and

campaign for social changes that would promote equality and

build a force to counter and eradicate poverty in the region.

1 3rd General Assembly Report of SAAPE.
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List of SAAPE Founding Members2

SN Name Organisation Country

1. Rokeya Kabir Bangladesh Nari Prograti Sangh Bangladesh

2. Sheepa Hafiza, General Manager BRAC Bangladesh

3. Gianluca Nardi Movimondo Cambodia Country Cambodia

4. Aija Taskinen, Programme Officer The Service Centre for Development Cooperation Finland

5. Harsh Mander, Director Action Aid India

6. Hannah Piek, Director Hivos Regional Office India

7. Brenda Gael Mc Sweeney, President UNDP India

8. Sonu Khangharani, Executive Director Thardeep Rural Development Programme (TRDP) India

9. Shobha Raghuram, Dy. Director Hivos Regional Office India

10. Stan Thekaekara ACCORD India

11. Kumud Sharma Centre for Women Development Studies India

12. Vijay Pratap Lokayan India

13. Ginny Shrivastava Astha Foundation India

14. Babu Mathew National Law School of India University India

15. Vandana Shiva Navadanya India

16. Illina Sen Rupantar India

17. V. Vivekanandan South Indian Federation of Fishermen Societies India

18. Binoy Acharya Unnati India

19. V. Rukmini Rao, Director Deccan Development Society India

20. Pradeep Sharma, Head, Public Policy Division UNDP India

21. Balaji Singh Action Aid India

22. Sunil Fernandes, Financial Administrator Hivos India

23. Narayan Banerjee Centre for Women's Development Studies, New Delhi India

24. Chandrika Parmar Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, Delhi India

25. Arjun Karki, President Rural Reconstruction Nepal Nepal

26. Sarba Raj Khadka, Executive Director Rural Reconstruction Nepal Nepal

27. Renu Rajbhandari, Chairperson Women's Rehabilitation Centre Nepal

28. Bhogendra Sharma, President CVICT Nepal

29. Sharmila Karki, Secretary General Children Women in Social Service and Human Rights (CWISH) Nepal

30. Vinaya K Kasajoo, President Media Service International Nepal

31. Sarmila Shrestha, Secretary Women Acting Together for Change (WATCH) Nepal

32. Jagadish Pradhan, President Sahabhagi Bikash Abhiyan Nepal

33. Pieter van Veenen, International Relations Director Hivos Netherlands

34. Aijaz Ahmed Qureshi National Rural Support Programme Pakistan

35. Najma Sadeque Shirkatgah Pakistan

36. Lubna Nazir Chaudhary Sustainable Development Policy Institute Pakistan

37. Shaheen Khan Sindh Rural Support Programme Pakistan

38. Laxshmi Pereira Agromart Foundation Sri Lanka

39. Cecil Yuvaraj Thangaraja Eastern University Sri Lanka

40. Sarath Fernando MONLAR Sri Lanka

41. S M de Silva, Sewa Lanka Foundation Sri Lanka

42. Patrick Brochard, Field Director World University Service of Canada (WUSC) Sri Lanka

2 Founding members present in the Manesar meeting, 2000
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Eurostep Members
SN Name Organisation Country

1. Birgit Dederichs German Agro Action Germany

2. Siddharth Deva, Policy Adviser South Asia Oxfam GB United Kingdom

3. Jaap Dijkstra, Executive Director Hivos Netherlands

4. Bjorn Forde, Chairman Eurostep Secretariat Denmark

5. Bernhard Höper German Agro Action Germany

6. Simon Stocker, Director Eurostep Belgium

7. Fazila Banu Lily Naripokkho Bangladesh

SN Name Organisation Country

1. Antonio de Menezes, Ambassador European Commission Bangladesh

2. Jose Felix Merladet, Counsellor European Commission India

3 Ibid.
4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Asia.
5 https://www.prb.org/data/

European Commission

After completing all necessary preparations and formalities,

SAAPE emerged as a South Asian umbrella organisation,

generating a platform style politics form of operations,

especially focused on the diverse aspects of poverty

eradication under the discourse of politics of poverty, in 2001.

Rural Reconstruction Nepal (RRN) in Kathmandu facilitates and

hosts SAAPE’s regional secretariat. The alliance envisaged

expanding its network in the region, while the concerns of its

members in the form of advocacy and lobby were taken up in

Europe mainly by its partners based in Brussels and other parts

of Europe. This alliance was formalised at a meeting in

Kathmandu in December 2001. At that meeting it was agreed

that SAAPE’s regional secretariat would be based at RRN in

Kathmandu, Nepal. Country focal organisations (CFOs) were

identified to coordinate SAAPE’s activities in each country. If

not for the timely offer of RRN to host the Secretariat (free of

cost at that time), it would have been impossible to work in the

building of the networks, in the preparations of the Poverty

Reports and the campaigns. It is not an exaggeration to state

that SAAPE was born from the aspirations of people in South

Asia and it was their response to the multiple crises that people

living in poverty were facing at that time. It served the need for

solidarity, for exchange of ideas, for the exchange of differing

realities in the different countries and for joint campaigns

which would alert SAARC members to jointly take measures to

eradicate poverty.

Building an all-time well-functioning and politically sensitive

alliance as large as SAAPE, on a broad theme like poverty, has

not been an easy task for the SAAPE members and its well-

wishers. The interests from different members representing

various CSO constituencies and activists were overwhelming,

and the alliance expanded quickly from 23 members in 2001

to 100 by mid-2005 and more than 175 in 2019. To

accommodate the different views of different types of

organisations in a dynamic network like SAAPE, a decision was 

made to maintain a “loose” structure, bounded by a set of

common minimum principles (CMPs). Membership of as many

CBOs and people’s movements as possible has been aimed at,

so as to make SAAPE a real grassroots “movement” rather than

an exclusive “talking club”. 3

1.8 Why SAAPE in South Asia?

South Asia covers 11.71% of the Asian continent, that is, 3.5%

of the world's land surface area.4 The population of South Asia

is about 1.9 billion or about a quarter of the world's population,

making it the most populous geographical region in the world.

Overall, it accounts for about 42% of Asia's population5, and is

home to a vast array of people. Nearly half of this population

(i.e. 45% according to Human Development in South Asia,

1999) is compelled to live under different forms of poverty and

exclusion. Poverty in its usual definition is thought of as being

economic poverty only. However, poverty in a very broad sense
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encompasses the denial of citizenship rights which include all

the fundamental rights as enshrined in the Constitution,

including equal pay for equal work, and right to health and

education. In fact, it is the poverty of opportunity that creates

and perpetuates economic poverty. Thus, poverty is a result of

the denial of equal access to decision-making, opportunities,

resources, and benefits which SAAPE advocates as politics of

poverty. These denials are rampant in South Asian countries;

hence, South Asia is still one of the poorest regions in the

world.

Out of eight countries in South Asia, four are in the category of

least developed countries (LDCs)6. The region is mainly rooted

in denial, discrimination, exclusion, deprivation and

marginalisation, frequently faced by South Asian societies.

Despite several decades of planned development efforts

targeted towards poverty reduction, almost all countries of

South Asia have been experiencing poverty, exclusion and

denial since long. The region has also been characterised by

the unjust distribution of productive resources, resulting in

deep rooted inequality, conflict, destitution and systematic

marginalisation. This unequal distribution of resources is

encountered by various communities within the region. For

example, millions of women and girls in South Asia not only

remain in the periphery of benefits of development but

continue to be victims of patriarchy in private and public

domains. Of the poor, most are women, oppressed castes and

minority communities living in rural areas. In South Asia,

poverty is deepened because of caste, gender discrimination,

and lack of government support subsidies for the poor. Here

poverty means multiple denials to the most vulnerable.

In most societies of South Asia, although huge in terms of

population size, minority communities on the basis of caste,

ethnicity and religion, feel insecure and are still struggling for

adequate representation in mainstream politics of power. The

continued violation of minority rights has left the minorities of

South Asia insecure and vulnerable. In most cases, these

minorities are amongst the hardcore poor and excluded. Other

marginalised groups in the region include the labourers (both

domestic and migrant), small farmers and landless people,

who, even in this age of increased development cooperation,

are unable to safeguard their basic needs.

In the meantime, there is a lack of inclusive governance. This

crisis is not just in the management of power, but also in

relation to state actions to ensure the full democratic rights of

the people with a focus on people’s participation, needs and

values, and specifically those of poor, disadvantaged and

minority groups, including women. Therefore, there is a

growing concern to mainstream the socially excluded and poor

people in the development process and to make policies pro-

poor. The success of the development efforts depends on the

degree to which poor people themselves are involved in

determining the quality and quantity of services which they

receive. The poor women, people from minority communities

and other socially excluded have even less capacity and access

to state policies, governance and productive resources. Civil

society organisations of the region are best placed to play an

effective role to empower and mainstream the poor and

excluded in the development process.

1.9 SAAPE’s Mandate

SAAPE’s activities mainly anchor around two core pillars: issue-

based research for advocacy, and campaign and lobby and

capacity building of its members. Activities of SAAPE include:

developing a resource base for promoting alternatives;

arranging public platforms such as the People’s SAARC, parallel

to the official SAARC summits providing platforms for different

struggles to come together to consolidate and re-energise

their campaigns; facilitating the participation of members in

the different advocacy, lobby and campaign works; organising

information campaigns and rallies; and facilitating lobby

activities as well as capacity development workshops and

seminars. Furthermore, SAAPE also publishes the Poverty and

Vulnerability Report of the region every three years as well as

Bulletins, posters, issue-based papers and other advocacy and

awareness materials.

Throughout these years, SAAPE has constantly made

organisational improvements for better coordination of its

activities, members and partners. In the region, it has been

recognised as a significant initiative to voice civil society

concerns on the political issues of poverty and vulnerability. It

has been able to mobilise CSOs and activists in significant

numbers on common concerns not only within the region but

beyond. For example, SAAPE has been able to advance its

6 They are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Nepal.
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lobby work with the European Union and other bilateral

partners by way of its continued representation based in

Brussels and also the participation of the SAAPE Coordinator

and members in international meetings including a lobby visit

to ISS, Transnational Institute, several donors such as Hivos,

Novib, Both Ends in the Netherlands. SAAPE Secretariat and

members have also kept in touch with leading thinkers and

social movements who are not necessarily members of SAAPE.

The Common Minimum Principles (CMP) clearly outline the

main ethical principles of SAAPE. These principles were

thoroughly discussed by Core Committee Members, Founders,

Advisers and SAAPE secretariat members before being ratified. 

Common Minimum Principles (CMPs) for SAAPE Membership

All members of SAAPE

• Share the same general principles of strengthening secular

and democratic processes in civil society; simultaneously

fighting against communal and ethnic politics, which

mobilise people according to religious and ethnic divisions

for political power.

• Believe in strengthening gender equality and women's

empowerment and oppose all forms of exploitation of

women and children.

• Believe in and pursue with practice, community-driven

development and people's empowerment on the basis of

poverty eradication, equality, social justice and economic

progress.

• Work towards ensuring poor people's access to all basic

services, i.e. education, health, food, water and sanitation,

and work to take down all barriers to access.

• Fight against all forms of discriminations including caste,

ethnicity, gender, religion, culture, origin, etc.

• Ameliorate erosion of civil and political rights and

weakening of the democratic order.

• Work for a North-South alliance based on building and

consolidating sub-regional and third world-based

alliances.

• Oppose war, militarisation and nuclearisation of societies

and nation-states.

• Oppose involuntary displacement in any pretexts.

• Fight for lifting all travel restrictions within the region.

• Promote a peaceful transition process to a new socio-

economic order and denounce violence in principle.

The membership of SAAPE is open to all the organisations and

individuals that subscribe the above CMPs.

(Adopted by the Founding SAAPE General Assembly in 2001,

Kathmandu)
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The Inheritance
“yug ki ganga”

By: KedarNath Agarwal
(English Translation)

At the death of his father,
The son

Of a starving farmer has -
The debris of his house,

The broken cot and a few
Yards of land all barren,

A sole of a country made shoes.
A small broken goad to drive

The bullocks with,
A cracked scuttle, a smoking pipe

Constantly leaking.
A pair of tongs made of thin iron sheet,

And rivalling against the mound
Of gold

A swelling heap of rubbish before
His door,

The staggering debt of the money lender
That he can never pay off with his

All efforts -
All these he inherits from his father:

And leaving these he has white ants,
Ticks, moths and bugs

To live with him in his dingy cell.
Its not all: he gets a hunger
Far more keen that that of

His father.
With a hollow stomach, he roams

About
Keeping his mouth spread open.

What Independence means for him?
Or how wag the things in a free

Country?
How is he concerned with all this?

Excerpts from Book - "Poems of KedarNath Agarwal"7 (1990)
By: Indrajith Singh

7 Kedarnath Agarwal (1911 – 2000) was a renowned Hindi language poet from Bundelkhand. He was a member of the Pragatisheel Lekhak Sangh, a body in-
spired by the leftist Progressive Writers' Movement. His writings have been translated into English, German, and Russian. In recognition of these contribu-
tions, Kedarnath Agarwal was awarded the Soviet Land Nehru Prize in 1973.
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The 19 years of collective journey of South Asians to fight

against poverty, inequality and injustices in South Asia has

gone through various ups and downs. During this period, since

2000, SAAPE members have been able to garner their

experiences and lessons through their engagement in several

thematic conferences/workshops and campaigning. We took

an opinion survey of SAAPE members because no historical

reconstruction is worth its writing if the voices of its members,

its founders, its staff are not sought out and recorded. SAAPE

members decided to do just that. A questionnaire was framed,

and the Secretariat sent out these questionnaires to 58

members ranging from founders, advisers, Core Committee

Members, former donors and supporters, and activists. A total

of 20 members provided their responses through

questionnaires, interviews and at a meeting. Of these

members, some were Advisers, Founding Members, Core

Committee (CC) Members, the Coordinator of SAAPE, a former

donor who was International Relations Director in a long-term

donor support institution of SAAPE, former CC member and

now in a Government. A meeting was also convened by SAAPE

in their Kathmandu office where friends and advisers and CC

members of SAAPE were present to dialogue and give advice

on SAAPE in 2018.

In this chapter, we have tried to summarise their thoughts

towards the inception of SAAPE, its relevance, importance in

the rights’ movement in the region. Similarly, this chapter

presents how the old and new members of SAAPE find its value

addition to the ongoing social movements and socio-political

changes that we have been able to achieve in the countries of

South Asia.

2.1 Narratives and Reflections of SAAPE Members

Importance and Added Value
According to one of the members from Nepal, SAAPE is a

different kind of platform because its character is inclusive

when one compares it with other non-governmental

organisations SAAPE as a people’s platform promoting people’s

organisations in its governance structural processes invites

their representatives to the Annual General Meeting (AGM) as

well as into the Core Committee. In relation to character, SAAPE

is always concerned with people’s organisations and how they

can be represented in the making of SAAPE’s policies. The

nature of SAAPE as a people’s platform is also quite different

compared to other CSOs. It not only advocates the aspects of

food sovereignty, poverty etc. but also has another unique

character that deals with the political aspects which other CSOs

often do not get involved in.

For SAAPE members, SAAPE is a common platform of South

Asians' civil society organisations. SAAPE has a direct linkage

with social movements, people's struggles, particularly on

democracy, social justice, freedom and equality. SAAPE has

become a common platform of South Asians to collectively

work, campaign and engage to achieve the common goals of

the people and what has been constitutionally guaranteed to

them. The use of this platform to raise the issues of poverty,

inequality and injustices that exist in our society for hundreds

of years or so has brought some positive changes in the overall

lives of the people in the region. However, the constant

violation of people’s rights and the threats posed by the rise of

right-wing forces and fundamentalism backed by the neo-

liberal regime have with creating a regressive political climate

have also further accentuated the relevance of SAAPE even

more. Therefore, the spontaneous engagement of civil society

organisations, mass-based organisations, social movements,

academia, trade unions has contributed hugely to organising

evidence-based advocacy and campaigns across the region by

the SAAPE members along with the ongoing social

movements.

For the members of SAAPE, the concept of creating a regional

platform is a powerful concept of human solidarity and

collective action cutting across various diversities of

geographies, cultures, individual backgrounds. This concept

has rejuvenated the culture of coming together of friends and

comrades who believe in a better world and a better future

even as we all face dark realities and regimes in our countries.

The strength and the added value of SAAPE are that it is mainly

composed of large civil society organisations such as peasants,
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women and trade unions/organisations. Mainly mass-based

campaign organisations with local credibility make up the

leaders of the campaigns.

SAAPE is not a monolithic organisation, as it provides a

platform of politics for people to expand their spaces, voices

and agency to defend their rights and dignity. The members

of SAAPE have perceived its strategy of linking the movements

of South Asia as a unique approach as SAAPE has also been

able to show its ideological stance to the social and working-

class movements through its triennial publications; poverty

and vulnerability reports. Similarly, SAAPE’s clear agenda of

poverty eradication is set by the first-hand experiences of its

members through their first-hand experience in their home

countries.

Membership

Most of the respondents became SAAPE members after getting

in touch with like-minded individuals and organisations. Their

key motivation to join SAAPE, first of all, is that it is a regional

network where many national movements come together for

the exchange of ideas and sharing of their common issues and

campaigns and secondly this platform is an appropriate place

to regionalise the common issues that are being faced by the

people in South Asian countries. When it comes to their

continued association with the network, the respondents have

opined that the SAAPE follows a democratic way of running a

regional network and a collective nature of work at the national

and regional level against the poverty, inequality and injustices

which is drawing an attention of social activists who are not

associated with it.

Historical Evidence

In the year 2000, civil society actors from South Asia and their

well-wishers from Europe came together in Manesar, India to

collectively fight against poverty and injustice in the South Asia

region. The factor that brought these actors together was the

recognition that social movements and civil society

organisations’ expertise in macro-economic and political

frameworks could help in effectively addressing rampant

poverty and injustices prevailing in the region. The meeting

consequently formed the South Asia Civil Society Network

(SACSN) and also adopted the “Manesar Declaration.” The

declaration recognised that the economic policies of

globalisation, liberalisation and privatisation promoted by the

International Financial Institutions (IFIs) and the non-

participatory development model followed by the South Asian

States as the major reason for growing poverty and deprivation

in the region. The participants of the meeting resolved that

only a ‘rights-based approach’ to social development would

help in eradicating poverty and ensuring the dignity of poor,

marginalised and deprived peoples of South Asia. The Manesar

Declaration, (Annexure 1), is very comprehensive and has been

able to capture the main essence of the problems and issues

that we faced in the 20th century and continue to face in the

21st century. The Manesar Declaration at present in 2020 is still

equally relevant and valid.

As a follow-up to the Manesar consultation, the SACSN met in

Kathmandu, December 2001 with the theme of “Fighting

unitedly against poverty, hunger and injustice”. The

Kathmandu meeting felt the need for an alliance to further

pursue their goals which subsequently led to the creation of

the SAAPE. SAAPE, since then, is firmly based with the vision of

creating a society free from poverty, hunger and injustices to

strengthen peoples’ democracy and their empowerment. Rural

“SAAPE is unique when compared to other platforms.
Because:

a) it is founded on very sound values and principles.
b) these values are put in practice.
c) there is a strong amalgamation of human rights

ideology, theory and practice as also ground level
action.” – SAAPE Member, India

motivation to join SAAPE

“The key motivation to enter SAAPE was to meet like-
minded social movements in the region and to exchange
ideas and strategies, and to learn from their experiences.” –
SAAPE Member, Pakistan

“To fight for common causes and bring synergy in South
Asia.” –SAAPE Member, Nepal

An Impression about networks

“I attended one South Asia network meeting in Dhaka in
2005 and I disliked it strongly. I found the processes there
to be totally opaque, undemocratic and elitist. I thought
they were all elites talking in the air. I happened to
mention this to founders and members of SAAPE and they
suggested me to attend a meeting of a true peoples’
network. I attended a SAAPE meeting in Kathmandu
[2006]and was at once taken in by the vision and the
discussions on various relevant subjects. ”– SAAPE
Member, India
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Reconstruction Nepal (RRN) offered to contribute by way of

establishing the Secretariat in Kathmandu. Since its

establishment, the mission of SAAPE has been to facilitate the

process for creating suitable mechanisms to ensure people’s

genuine participation in the decision-making processes at all

levels to contribute to poverty eradication.

SAAPE facilitates the process of bringing together like-minded

organisations and social movements from South Asia to build

a regional platform of all South Asians to expand their civic

space to protect and promote human rights and fight against

government policies that perpetuate poverty and injustices in

the society. This cause has become vital for SAAPE members

to remember why SAAPE works and for what ends its members

strive. SAAPE’s political perspective in understanding poverty

and injustices as an outcome of the structural barriers of society

is drawing the attention of the people to get associated with

it. One of the SAAPE members recalls the regional meeting

organised by SAAPE in Sri Lanka after the devastating Tsunami

of December 2004 which pressurised the government and

international development agencies to define better criteria

for international development and NGO’s involvement, adding

also that they should go through the local partners in Sri Lanka.

SAAPE Campaigns

SAAPE campaigns are focussed on the issues of food

sovereignty, right to food, climate change, livelihood, women’s

rights, economic empowerment of women, gender equality,

labour rights, just governance, inequality, migration, etc.

According to the opinions expressed in the survey, the

members have suggested that SAAPE focuses on the issues of

inequality as it is rising with the unequal distribution of wealth

and income between the rich and the poor. The inequality in

South Asia is significant and a few people have owned more

and more wealth and the majority of the people are getting

poorer. Poverty when calculated on average, seems to be

decreasing in South Asia, but when we take disaggregated

data, poverty is rampant, particularly more and more people

are in destitution. The issue of poverty has been covered by

capitalist policies and programmes. Denial of rights, politics on

poverty, laws, policies, rules and regulations framed for the

limited handful of billionaires are the major causes of growing

inequality in South Asia. Therefore, the government policies

and programmes that benefit only a handful of rich, leaving

behind large sections of society who are denied basic services

and rights, need strong protest through mass mobilisation.

According to one of the SAAPE members from Afghanistan,

political instability and conflicts have a direct implication on

poverty. Afghanistan is witnessing 40 years of war and internal

conflicts which have severely damaged the economy of the

country. The job market is too demanding and getting

narrower and very competitive. The number of jobless youths

arises each year with university graduates who complete their

studies with the hope to find jobs. There are fewer jobs in the

market in comparison to the number of job seekers. Trade and

businesses are affected by insecurity and threats. All these

elements aggravate poverty and vulnerability in the country.

This is an example of the current crisis that we are facing in our

region. SAAPE could emphasise on the effective role of the

State in addressing the problems of the denial of people’s right

to basic services and human rights.

One of the respondents of the survey has opined on the

current political issues around poverty and inequality as

follows:

“The poverty in South Asia is ever increasing, the main reason

is the implementation of neo-liberal agenda with a fast speed.

The repayments of foreign loans are another major reason of

spending national budget on non-development expenditures.

The militarisation of South Asia takes a major portion of budget

on army and defence.” – SAAPE Member, Pakistan

Core Committee (CC) Members at CC Meeting, Colombo, 2015

“The leadership of SAAPE impressed me at the time
in 2007 which was very motivational to bring new
movements into SAAPE, apart from the programme
and work of SAAPE.” – SAAPE member, Pakistan
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SAAPE Core Committee and General Assembly periodically

review the campaigns and advocacy strategies of SAAPE. This

helps in making a more accurate analysis of the changing

social, political and economic contexts in the South Asian

countries. Therefore, from the opinions expressed in the

survey, it seems that the SAAPE members appreciate the

method of identifying SAAPE’s focus on the common issues for

the campaign across the region. For example, during the fifth

General Assembly in 2016, SAAPE members advised for

SAAPE’s firm position as an independent civil society and not

a donor-driven organisation and insisted that it must continue

to retain its credibility through non-partisan affiliations. In

going ahead, SAAPE must continue to be mindful of the

uniqueness of each country. However, despite these politico-

cultural specificities, the common vision, goals and aspiration

shared by the network must not be lost to these singularities.

The three-day General Assembly provides insights into the

common problems the region battles with, especially with

regard to constitutionalism and its relation to fundamentalism.

Secondly, the deliberations in the General Assembly urged

SAAPE to revisit its ideological stance on the economics and

polity in the region and finally laid the groundwork for

formulating possible strategies to meet its objectives as a

network.

As per the responses received from the members, various

publications of SAAPE, especially the triennial Poverty Report,

have captured well the important political issues; like growing

inequalities, women's rights, migrant issues. SAAPE members

have also opined that ethnic and religious conflicts are the

most difficult issues in the struggle for poverty eradication and

in pursuance of the protection of human rights; it is a long

struggle but we should always believe the in the end together

we can win the struggle for human rights.

SAAPE members have also suggested to take-up some issues,

for instance, agrarian reforms and social justice, Dalit

marginalisation and poverty, the role of state and liberalisation,

women’s political participation, democracy and religious

fundamentalism as pertinent issues at the current state in

which SAAPE could focus its future engagements. Similarly,

farmers’ suicides and violence against women need immediate

campaigning.

SAAPE as Platform Politics

From its inception, SAAPE is a platform and connected with

social movements, engaged and built with them to eradicate

poverty. During the years of its existence, SAAPE became a

flexible platform; learning from each own’s experiences, it

became an autonomous platform also having relations to the

official institutions. It has provided a critical perspective on

poverty and neo-liberal policies. SAAPE is a good experiment

as a peoples’ platform although it can be further strengthened

to enable participation of more people from across South Asia.

The process adopted by SAAPE in the publication of its triennial

Poverty Report is an example of SAAPE as a platform politics

that with the last issue, several universities and scholars of

South Asia were engaged/associated to SAAPE through

launching events in Sri Lanka, Open University, in Pakistan-

Government College University, Lahore, in India- Gauhati

University, Punjabi University, National Law School of India

University, in Bangladesh- Dhaka University participated in the

launching programme. In the 2020 report, the authors are also

from various institutions and more and more interest to

engage in the process are expressed by scholars. People’s

SAARC was another common platform promoted by SAAPE,

but due to the geopolitical reasons in South Asia and the lack

of will for member countries to convene the SAARC annual

meetings, it has not been active for the last few years.

South Asia is becoming increasingly integrated with the global

capitalist society. We see different crises emerging within the

economic and social realms. There is a general trend globally

of the political shift towards right-wing policies. So in that

People’s SAARC Regional Convergence held in Kathmandu,
Nepal-November 2014

Page 13 | SAAPE; A Platform for South Asians



sense, the political divide is between the right and the extreme

right on the one hand and a fractured and weakened left on

the other hand. There is an increasing number of crime rates;

protests of the oppressed are being stopped using religion,

ethnicity, caste, gender. Violence against women in some of

the countries has been intense. So, analysing the political stage

of development in South Asia is vital at this juncture.

Without connectivity among social movements and civil

society organisations, it is not possible to face reality. It is

therefore vital that SAAPE can be connected with social

movements, engaged and build with them to the platform for

eradicating poverty. The role of SAAPE is important as a

people’s platform because it makes the civil society

organisations audible and visible to make their voices heard

and share their concerns and recommendations on certain

social and political matters. It is valuable for social movements

and civil society organisations, as a people’s platform like

SAAPE provides a platform to hear the diverse opinions and

suggestions, information of different countries in South Asia.

Also, people-to-people contacts among South Asians are

strengthened through regional discussions and discourses on

the common issues. SAAPE’s platform appears useful for

people’s movements and CSOs to broaden their linkages and

strengthen solidarity with each other. For example, the

solidarity expressed by the SAAPE members of South Asia to

Nepal’s Jana-Andolan II 2006 was a memorable event. SAAPE’s

publications are also useful as knowledge documents for other

CSOs of South Asia.

What can be done through SAAPE?

“Through the people’s platform like SAAPE, we can do much

to integrate feminist approaches and feminist thinking in all

our campaigns and programmes. Special programmes solely

organised and attended by women are welcome but not

sufficient to take forward our commitment towards a gender

just south Asia.”

The women’s and men’s voices and the needs of communities

are always reflected in the work and governance of SAAPE.

There has been continuous advocacy for both men and

women’s rights by SAAPE and their social, economic and

political challenges are taken into consideration. SAAPE has

accommodated the voices of women and for the last 10 years,

SAAPE has given priority for the representation of women,

including in equal representation in the Core Committee.

SAAPE promotes the voices of marginalised people and it has

documented a number of cases through case documentation,

Poverty Reports and proceedings of the meetings and

campaigns. The Poverty Report is considered to be the

alternative narrative to challenge the dominant narratives

promoted by neo-liberalism. Through several means of the

campaigns, meetings, mobilisations and workshops and above

all through the Poverty Reports, SAAPE’s internal discussions

what can be done through SAAPE?

“Through the people’s platform like SAAPE, we can do much to integrate feminist
approaches and feminist thinking in all our campaigns and programmes. Special
programmes solely organised and attended by women are welcome but not sufficient
to take forward our commitment towards a gender just south Asia.”

Participants of Fifth General Assembly, Kathmandu, 2016.

Public programme held in Kathmandu, Nepal during
Fight Inequality Global Week of Action. January 2018
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in the Core Committee meetings and General Assembly

gatherings it is evident that the voices of the women and men

living in poverty is the base of SAAPE’s continuous work.

Gender justice and equality is another core area of work for

most of the members. From the beginning of SAAPE, SAAPE

members are organising campaigns and thematic activities on

the issues of gender justice. Poverty and injustices have been

the issues taken up by another thematic group as well and

gender justice has been the cross-cutting issues in land and

resource campaigns and minimum wage campaigns. Likewise,

the Poverty Reports also take gender and women issues as

cross-cutting and highlight the major issues. SAAPE also

engages with a campaign such as Fight Inequality Global

Campaign, in which gender justice is the main issue to be

addressed. All SAAPE members have an experience of being

involved directly and indirectly in the capacity building

initiative through General Assembly meetings, Core

Committee meetings, the planning and organisation of

campaigns, the editorial board meetings for several reports,

etc.

As a SAAPE member, all members have a dream of achieving

the objective of SAAPE to focus on the eradication of poverty

from South Asia. Some of the dreams shared by the members

are quoted in a box below:
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dreams of SAAPE members to make it a reality
My dream is to execute all the set goals of SAAPE in my country by establishing a country level
work hub to enable our organisations and fellow citizens to have extensive access to this platform
with all combined resources and overcome the challenges and concerns that they come across in
their routine lives. – SAAPE Member from Afghanistan

SAAPE will be the platform which will connect the movement in South Asia and fight against
inequality and discrimination. – SAAPE Member from Bangladesh

My dream has always been about SAAPE being able to build an understanding of a South Asian
identity in the minds of women and men in our countries where we all empathise with each other,
come together unitedly and shun war and violence. – SAAPE Member from India

Bringing about justice as a reachable way of existence for the people most affected by poverty in
the region, no matter which country. – SAAPE Member from India

I want to see SAAPE as a vibrant discursive platform where more and more activists from
movements and critical scholars come to influence the pro-people policy and practice of
development in South Asia. – SAAPE Member from Nepal

My dream for SAAPE is its continuation of work at any cost. – SAAPE Member from Pakistan

SAAPE as regional alliance should continue to fight eradication of poverty in south Asia and
contribute towards building peace in South Asia. – SAAPE Member from Bhutan



Contribution

The triennial publication of SAAPE, SAAPE Poverty and

Vulnerability Report, Bulletins, proceedings of the national and

regional convergences, national and regional status papers

along with the analysis and position of SAAPE are found to be

most appealing to the members of SAAPE.

Intergenerational Participation

The various reports of SAAPE on poverty which carry the voices

of various communities across South Asia reflect differences

and commonalities. They narrate the struggles to achieve

equality. These reports generated from the field are histories

recounted differently from the normal analytical accounts by

specialists. This is the legacy of SAAPE. Along with this a

compendium of campaign-style accounts, monographs, etc.

which is a rich account from South Asia. These are the sites of

intergenerational encounters and it is the future generations

which will come to these texts that reflect the efforts of women

and men to fight for justice and to keep the flame of peace and

equality alive. Citizens across the world and South Asia will

always struggle for equality in a democracy, not forgetting that

livelihoods, gender justice and accountable nation-states are

all pre-requisites for social justice.

Participation of the youth and the new generation of SAAPE is

yet to be broadened, as learning of the present generation

needs to be transferred to the new generation. Because of the

intergenerational gap accelerated by economics, technology

and a rapidly changing world order, intergenerational social

justice has been a pressing issue.

However, according to the opinion of SAAPE members, the

foundational idea of SAAPE still holds. We need to take it

further to more and more women and men across borders and

communities.

Regarding the current structure of SAAPE, the members have

diverse opinions. The common challenge they have pointed

out is to reach the younger generation and work rigorously to

critically analyse the current socio-political situation with the

concepts and paradigm shift from the time when it was

established. According to the SAAPE members who have

responded to the survey questionnaire, the present structure

of SAAPE is better compared to the earlier one. Here, there is

greater pinpointed responsibilities and commitments in terms

of outputs. Perhaps SAAPE needs to have a greater number of

interactions, theoretical and ideological discussions to bring all

members together on the same page with SAAPE’s respective

diversities intact and better appreciated. The structure is suited

for platform politics but there is a difficulty in ensuring rich

participation on an ongoing basis from all members because

of distance, the coordinator being in an honorary position, lack

of funding, regulatory pressures. The future gets more and

more difficult for sustainability while the need for SAAPE in the

region becomes more pressing.

Recommendations

Some of the recommendations provided to the Secretariat

from the SAAPE members on SAAPE’s working modality, future,

roles and responsibilities of General Assembly and Core

Committee, structure, governance etc. have been presented

below.

• In-depth study on the ground realities by conducting a

need assessment to cover both urban and rural vicinities

and analyse the data collected from the field for future

SAAPE interventions.

• Increase more care and attention to women’s economic

empowerment.

• Pressurise Governments, SAARC, EU and other multilateral

bodies active in the region to respect the centrality of

social justice and poverty eradication.

• SAAPE members should be alert to the rich possibilities of

civil society actions in South Asia as there are so many

programmes-related networks in South Asia such as the

movement against the BRICS banks, the interrogations into

the highways between India and China running through

Nepal, SAARC and People’s SAARC where it is felt that

SAAPE/PSAARC is not playing an active enough role.

• Fight against inequality and anti-people policies and

ensure pro-people policies at national and regional level.

• The Regional Coordinator should provide political

leadership, facilitating, take a role in policy

implementation, positioning, prepare code of conducts,

coordinating the country process. Lobbying and advocacy

SAAPE's position in international level profiling.
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• Increase/develop more connectivity with the civil society

movement/network in terms of SAAPE goals.

• SAAPE should interact frequently with the SAARC

Secretariat in Kathmandu and align its work to monitor

public policy among the member countries where its

commitment is to reach voices of the marginalised people

in local and international fora.

• SAAPE should not only confine itself in publishing triennial

Poverty Reports but also activate lobby platforms for

making positive changes in public policy.

• SAAPE must establish internal/external evaluation

mechanisms for evaluation of its work to measure the

contribution of the organisation in the welfare of people

in the SAARC region.

• We must focus [apart from our focus areas] on the rising

warmongering and divisive politics, anti-people jingoism,

blatant patriarchy, inequality within societies.

• Strengthen the general membership.

• The website needs more investment for a strong digital

platform.

• Professionalise the position of the coordinator with a salary

so that they can give more time and be respected for their

work.

• The digital and social media platform is essential for

attracting attention to the work being done.

• SAAPE Advisers and CC members should give more time.

Their communications with general members should

improve. They should share their various conference

participations and the outcomes. Trip reports should be

circulated. SAAPE will live only if there is serious

participation and coming together at all levels. Campaigns

can be built up if there is more communication about the

activities engaged in.

• SAAPE is not a project and it will be highly unfortunate if

the life it now has is not kept alive through the campaigns

it engages in and its policy advocacy.

• We need to have alternative thinking about promoting

people’s platform at SAARC level as it seems that the old

fashion of PSAARC is not working. The South Asian politics

is engulfing in more and more crisis and hence new

discourse is needed.

• Advisers: Provide strategic advice to CC and secretariat,

respond to email and other forms of communication, Core

committee: Play an active role as per the ToR, Campaign

focal- stick to the time and perform based on the plan to

produce the outputs, Network members: Contribute to the

process of SAAPE larger political agenda.

• More new organisations should be linked to SAAPE as

membership including people’s movement- women

organisations, youth, peasant and labour organisations.

• SAAPE should also consider climate change issues as a

thematic focus in future.

• SAAPE should encourage more youth to participate and

be involved in its structures and processes and help with

designing campaigns.

• Struggles of social movement need recording and

dissemination in social media.

• Strengthening the role of civil society organisations and

interactions with media.

• Continue movements on alternative development

paradigms and a critique of the neo-liberal agenda.

• Continue campaigns against poverty and inequality,

Campaign for just work and dignified life, Campaign

against privatisation and joblessness, Campaign on public

spending (education, health and employment): State's

responsibility, Land rights (common property resources,

forest rights, use rights), Strengthening of public

institutions, Migratory patterns, livelihood and left-behind

population (women, children, elderly), Refugees and

displaced People, Human trafficking and smuggling,

Addressing violence, conflict, rural distress, Climate

change, natural disaster, Informalisation of economy,

Campaign on transitional societies in South Asia,

demographic dividend and the need for inter-generational

participation, Knowledge building and innovation.

• SAAPE must continue to support campaigns of different

thematic groups.

• The present arrangements are good; a lot of work is done

on a volunteer basis, which must continue. With meagre

resources, SAAPE must continue to hold Core Committee

meetings on a regular basis, which are of high quality.
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In all South Asian countries, new challenges in development

have emerged due to the ever-increasing gap between the

“haves” and the “have-nots”. Those who have access to power

and politics have become the beneficiaries of “development”

rather than the poor and marginalised. Hence, if analysed

critically, the present development agenda appears to be a

non-sequitur the common man. Social welfaristic measures are

half-heartedly delivered in some of the countries. Through

advocacy and lobbying, SAAPE has been actively working to

change present policy and practices related to economic

development, environmental protection, food, democratic

governance and human rights, social justice, etc.

We develop research to support advocacy and lobbying

activities aimed at regional and national level decision-makers

of the South highlighting the concerns and perspectives of

marginalised groups. We advocate pro-poor policies that may

reduce poverty levels and provide people with equal access to

state services as well as empower the people to go to the

government with their needs. and the critical policies

articulated help in consolidating and strengthening a

rethinking on neo-liberal agendas worldwide where inequality

is on the rise. Similarly, we try to invigorate capacity and

understanding amongst members’ constituencies to empower

them to participate in development processes on their own

terms and implement their own solutions.

To achieve our ultimate mission of poverty eradication, SAAPE

builds solidarity and shares civil society visions and

emancipatory ideas for the region by bringing together civil

society groups across South Asia in a platform to jointly discuss

strategies and take action to contribute towards poverty

eradication.

SAAPE’s publications, for instance the South Asia Poverty and

Vulnerability Reports, Inequality Reports, campaign materials,

Bulletins, newsletters, Social Media contents are the major

components of the promotion of the campaigns to sensitise

all the stakeholders in the region.

3.1 Production of the triennial SAAPE Poverty and
Vulnerability Reports

SAAPE started producing Poverty and Vulnerability Reports in

2003. This report is a key advocacy tool, which is a narrative of

people’s struggle based on which evidence-based critique

toward an alternative development paradigm in the interest

of the poor and the marginalised in South Asia is presented.

This report brings narratives from the ground and it is a counter

narrative to most of the official publications on poverty, which

seeks to laud only the economic growth and neglect its pitfalls.

The aim of this report is to attempt to address the issues of

poverty and inequality and to seek attention of policy makers

to initiate a dialogue based on the counter narratives to find

out appropriate course to address the issues of poverty,

inequality and various types of oppression. Each of the editions

has a different theme to catch up which is decided by the Core

Committee of SAAPE after rigorous visual and virtual

discussions among the country members of South Asia.

The following editions of the Poverty Report have been

published since 2003.
i. 2003 Poverty in South Asia: Civil Society Perspectives
ii. 2006 Poverty in South Asia: Civil Society Concerns
iii. 2010 Poverty and Vulnerability Cycles in South Asia:

Narratives of Survival and Struggle
iv. 2013 Crisis, Vulnerability and Poverty in South Asia: People’s

Struggle for Justice and Dignity
v. 2016 South Asia and the Future of Development: The

Centrality of Social Justice and Equality
vi. 2020 Migration in South Asia: Poverty and Vulnerability

SAAPE: lobby, Advocacy and Alliance Building 
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These poverty reports are generated from the country reports

which are researched and written at the country level. Over the

last thirteen years, SAAPE has brought out five triennial Poverty

Reports from eight of its member countries: Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri

Lanka. The country reports are produced by a team of

academics and civil society activists, selected by a panel of

editorial board members. They are respected for their

commitment and have a track record of service to their

communities. Each country is led by a lead author assisted by

team members. The country reports are narratives from the

ground on the core themes chosen for each of the report.

There are usually meetings held where results are shared, and

comments are willingly taken in. Editors and writers meet

regularly to share the work and get an overview of how the

entire final report will be drafted. All country reports are

available online at

http://www.saape.org/index.php/publications/saape-

publications/saape-poverty-reports

Regional Report: The regional report is a compilation of

comparative perspective of issues concerning poverty and

development from the South Asian countries. The country

reports are the foundation of the regional report. The regional

report is developed by the editorial team under the leadership

of the lead author. All regional reports are also available online

at http://www.saape.org/index.php/publications/saape-

publications/saape-poverty-reports

In the first report of 2003, “Poverty in South Asia: Civil Society

Perspectives”, poverty dimension is looked at from an

economic and social point of view in the different South Asian

countries. The second report of 2006, “Poverty in South Asia:

Civil Society Concerns”, looks at the whole South Asian region

and reflects on poverty issues in thematic contexts. The third

report highlights ideas of poverty and vulnerability and the

resistance being waged as well as different forms of

mobilisation occurring at the grassroots. The 4th report has

looked at security and human development post 9/11 and on

how altered the nature of state has become vis-à-vis the

promotion and protection of the poor. It also highlights the

state's responsibility of protecting the poor as its primary

obligation along with the role of the social activists in changing

this discourse.

The fifth report carried the theme "South Asia and the Future

of Development: The Centrality of Social Justice and Equality".

Since this time, the Poverty Report was launched in various

parts of South Asia with contextual issues of public lecture. It

was first launched in Colombo during South Asian Thinkers’

Workshop jointly organised by SAAPE, Social Scientists’

Association (SSA) Colombo and Centre for Labour Studies

(CLS), National Law School of India University, Bangalore.

The sixth report will be presenting the issues of migration in

South Asia in connection with poverty and vulnerability. The

rationale for identifying the theme on migration is that South

Asian countries have the common phenomena of migration,

as more and more workforce migrates from rural to urban

centres and from South Asian countries to gulf countries and

other developed countries. This has impacted economic

spheres of many countries of South Asia as a significant

percentage of national income comes from the remittance. It

has a larger impact on social spheres such as feminisation of

labour force, violations of labour rights, human trafficking in

the name of migration, violence against women,

informalisation of labour, changes in demography as elderly

people, children and women are left in the villages and cities.

This phenomenon has a greater impact on poverty and

marginalisation in South Asia.

3.2 The SAAPE News Bulletins

The Bulletin was born ensuing discussions in the Core

Committee of SAAPE. It is simple in conception. It is made in a

format which is in keeping with social/political

pamphleteering.

The issues carry a mixture of news such as events of historical

importance, interviews, analysis by activists, writers, academics

who are active on the civil society stage in South Asia and

editorials or lead essays by SAAPE members, Secretariat

members, and academics. The Bulletin also covers the

numerous meetings and campaigns of SAAPE held at different

locations in South Asia. It is in both digital and print formats.

Sometimes due to internal political turmoil there have been

times when the Bulletin has not appeared or only one issue has

appeared.

In this section we provide a glimpse into the issues as they have

emerged from the SAAPE fold. They are a valuable resource for
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The first Issue:
A Political Watcher’s Newsletter - Volume: 1, Number 1, January 2003

SAAPE
A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER OF SOUTH ASIA ALLIANCE FOR POVERTY ERADICATION

INSIDE

1. From SAAPE Secretariat

2. SAAPE’s Regional Secretariat

3. What is SAAPE

4. Recent Activities of SAAPE at Asian Social Forum

5. Globalisation in Pakistan: The Impact on the Economy and on Labour

6. Poverty Portfolio and Transborder Human Trafficking in South Asia

7. The PRSP in Sri Lanka: The Dead end and no Return for Sri Lanka Through the PRSP 

8. Country Focal Organisations and Contact Persons

The first Coordinator of SAAPE was Arjun Karki, a well-known

civil society activist and President of RRN who later became the

Global Coordinator of LDC Watch and then went on to be

appointed Nepal’s Ambassador to the United States. Arjun

continues to be a friend of SAAPE, often visiting the office

when visiting Kathmandu. 

We reproduce below his letter to the readers of the first

Bulletin.

“Introduction of the first SAAPE Bulletin by the first
coordinator of SAAPE

SAAPE was established in 2001 at a conference in Kathmandu

attended by representatives of South Asian countries. Since its

establishment, the SAAPE has grown from strength to strength

and the objective of this

newsletter is to share the

issues and concerns of

social movements of South

Asia and to keep all the

members and affiliates up

to date with SAAPE’s

activities. This issue contains

three case studies from

South Asia, which analyse

relevant social issues

affecting the region. The

contributions in this first

edition of the newsletter

anyone interested in South Asia and its struggles for keeping

democracy and justice alive in the region. We hope that

readers will be encouraged to return to the issues and read on

the subjects that interest them.

The very first issue was showcased as a ‘political watcher’s’

newsletter. It indeed turned out to be so, providing to readers

a sweeping and sometimes in-depth analysis of various events

in South Asian countries. The Bulletins also cover from the very

first issue SAAPE events and concerns, demonstrations of

solidarity and do not hesitate to express differences too. Many

writers have contributed to the Bulletin who are not members

of SAAPE but are committed activists. It is difficult to find south

Asia related news that originates entirely from civil society

quarters.

SAAPE Bulletin, Volume 1, January 2003
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include an analysis of the effect of globalisation on economy

and labour in Pakistan, written by S. Akbar Zaida. Dr. Gopal

Krishna Siwakoti has contributed an article on one of the most

important social issues resulting from poverty in South Asia,

that of human trafficking. Finally, Linus Jayatilake analyses the

effectiveness of the PRSP in Sri Lanka in regards to poverty

reduction. We are grateful for these contributions by the

respective authors. We welcome your suggestions and

feedback on this edition and any contributions of articles or

photographs for future editions would be highly appreciated.

This is the first edition of the SAAPE newsletter and it will

continue to be published quarterly. We hope you enjoy the

publication.”, From SAAPE Secretariat, Dr Arjun Karki,

Coordinator.

The issue Volume-2, Issue-1, January-June, 2005 carried a

powerful account of the events in Nepal that led to emergency.

“Post 1st February Trend in Human Rights Violations in Nepal”

by Mukunda Kattel, of SAAPE Secretariat, Rural Reconstruction

Nepal.

Volume- 2, Issue-1, January-June, 2005 - “As the regime operates

by royal decrees, constitutional organs and courts have become

helpless. The Royal Corruption Control Commission (RCCC),

formed by decree, oversteps the scope of the constitutional

Commission for the Investigation of the Abuse of Authority (CIAA).

It is clear that the RCCC has been constituted to silence political

opposition to the authoritarian rule by implicating political

leaders on corruption charges. And it is succeeding in doing so. A

former prime minister and a minister have already been

remanded in custody on corruption charges, which the ministers

say are politically motivated. Human rights are protected by the

rule of law, not by the rule of decree. And we do not have the first

one. […] Human rights in Nepal are at an all time low. They have

been suppressed and neglected, mocked and flayed, and are being

used as a political weapon by both the state and the Maoists. Yet

the movement for achieving them has not stopped. It is becoming

stronger and more decisive. The lawyers are fighting for it;

journalists are fighting for it; human rights defenders are fighting

for it; political parties are fighting for it, and all are fighting non-

violently.” Kattel, Mukunda, Volume- 2, Issue-1, January-June,

2005.

Like all issues, this issue also covered workshops and meetings

convened by SAAPE and its members. One such was the post

Tsunami meetings convened by many organisations working

in the fisheries sector with poor fishermen in their respective

countries, especially Bangladesh. Below, is an excerpt about

that large meeting which was convened at a moment’s notice

by Sarath Fernando of MONLAR. We recollect how 116

members attended the conference, many of them being

donors. This was also the time when Nepal was in turmoil and

some of their civil society leaders including the coordinator of

SAAPE were in exile.

A People's Process for Post-Tsunami rebuilding

SAAPE and the International Collective in Support of Fish workers (ICSF) organised a meeting - "A People's Process for
Post-Tsunami Rebuilding" - from 24-26 April 2005 in Sri Lanka. The meeting was hosted by the Movement for National
Land and Agricultural Reform (MONLAR), the Country Focal Organisation for SAAPE in Sri Lanka. At this meeting,
people's organisations and their supporters from Sri Lanka, India, Maldives, Indonesia, Thailand and Somalia gathered
and discussed the post-tsunami rebuilding processes in the six affected countries. Other SAAPE members, and
representatives from the UN, government and the EU also attended the meeting.

The Bulletin also covered the substantive content of the

meeting and provided recommendations by CSOs to donors

and governments through coverage of civil society reflections

and their recommendations. Provided below is a sample of the

issues raised at the meeting. In more ways than one, the

Bulletins give a glimpse into not only SAAPE-led civil society

processes through their events, workshops, interventions, etc.

but also, they provided the reader with a ground-level view of

South Asia as encountered by citizens. Every single Bulletin is

a record of the times and now during this review process, we

feel that they should perhaps in the future be bound into a

volume with some careful thematic and historical

arrangements and accompanied by a competent introduction.

Much work is being done by civil society formations on the

field but often there is little recording of them either by way of

writing or by way of publications. The Bulletins are a rich

resource, as are the triennial Poverty Reports of SAAPE.
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The aim was to encourage greater dialogue between people of contributing and receiving countries, in
order to increase the appreciation of grassroots realities. It was recognised that while there are many
differences between participating countries in terms of post-tsunami rehabilitation, there are also
commonalities, such as: a lack of coordination in aid delivery, inappropriateness and inequity in aid
disbursement, top-down and inappropriate policies for relief and rehabilitation, lack of financial and policy
transparency and a lack of community participation. At the meeting organisations working with affected
people, particularly poor fish worker and farmer communities, jointly reviewed the policies adopted by
national governments and other actors, prepared a framework for a new people's process for post-tsunami
rebuilding and adopted a declaration. This called for a collaborative people's process of rehabilitation,
which puts the disaster-affected communities at the heart of the process. In particular, it recommended the
setting up of reserve funds, to ensure all resources pledged in the name of affected people genuinely belong
to them. It also called for the establishment of systems for representation of affected people's organisations
in planning, monitoring and decision-making bodies.

2005.

The back covers always carry the names of organisations who

have responsibilities in the SAAPE network. Many readers have

found this useful as they are able to directly access these

organisations for future collaborations. A sample of the 2005

issue back cover is given below. Country Focal Points and

Thematic Focal Points are given. At the time of this report, the

themes have changed and Core Committee Members serve

also as country focal points.

We reproduce below the list.

For more information:
SAAPE Secretariat
Rural Reconstruction Nepal (RRN)
Neel Saraswoti Marg, Lazimpat
P. O. Box: 8130
Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 977-1-4415418, 4422153
Fax: 977-1-4418296
Email: saape@rrn.org.np & rrn@rrn.org.np
Website: http://www.saape.org.np

Country Focal Organisations and Contact Details

The SAAPE has Country Focal Organisation (CFOs) in each country of the
region to coordinate and expedite the country-based processes. The CFOs
are also responsible for providing the necessary inputs and feedback to the
SAAPE Secretariat, based at Rural Reconstruction Nepal (RRN). They are
chosen from among the member organisations of the respective countries.

India

Astha
39 Kharol Colony, Udaipur,
Rajasthan -313004, India
Tel: + 91 294 245 1348
Fax: +91 294 245 1391
E-mail: astha39@sancharnet.in

Centre for World Solidarity (CWS)
12-13-438, Street No.1

Tarnaka, Secunderabad, A.P. 500017, India
Tel: +91 40 27018257
Fax:+91 40 27005243
E-mail: hdy1_cwsy@sancharnet.in

Maldives
Society for Health Education (SHE)
M.Kulunuvehi, Buruzu Magu, Male,
Republic of Maldives
Tel: +960 315042
Fax: +960 322221
E-mail: she8804@dhivenet.net.mv

Bangladesh
Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangh (BNPS)
H-255, Rd-19 (Old), Dhanmondi, Dhaka
Bangladesh
Tel: + 880 2 8111323/8124899
Fax: + 880 2 9120633

Pakistan
Pakistan Institute of Education, Labour and
Research (PILER)
ST-001, Sector X, Sub-Sector V,
Gulshan-e-Maymar,
Karachi 75340
Tel: +92 21 635 1145/46/47
Fax: +92 21 635 0354
E-mail: piler@cybernet.pk
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Nepal
All Nepal Women's Association (ANWA)
P.O Box: 8337
Anam Nagar, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: +977 1 4258234
Fax: +977 1 4252140
E-mail: anwa@hons.com.np

Sri Lanka
Movement for National Land and Agricultural
Reform (MONLAR)
NO. 1151/58A, 4th Lane, Kotte Road,
Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka
Tel: +94 11 2865534/4407663

Fax: +94 11 4407663
E-mail: monlar@sltnet.lk
Web: http://www.geocities.com/monlarslk

Regional Thematic Focal points
Gender: All Nepal Women's Association (ANWA), Nepal

Labour: Pakistan Institute of Labour, Education and Research (PILER),
Pakistan

Governance, Accountability, Democracy and

the Rule of Law: Vikas Adhyayan Kendra, India

Food Sovereignty: Movement for National Land and Agricultural Reform
(MONLAR), Sri Lanka

Peace and Demilitarisation: Rural Reconstruction Nepal (RRN),
Kathmandu.

“In 2004 SAAPE took a significant and slightly different step. It

decided to concentrate on 5 themes in its work. The themes

were Food Sovereignty, Gender, Labour, Peace and

Disarmament, and Democracy and Just Governance. The

overarching concern, of course, was poverty eradication. The

Thematic Work was to take place within the context of poverty

eradication and was to relate the specific topic to this

overarching concern. The Thematic Work was conceived as

regional work, and not a summation of country level activities.

With this aim in view a Regional Thematic Focal Organisation

for each theme was elected.

Country level Thematic Focal Organisations were also

identified. The country level thematic organisations were to

relate to and link up with thematic focal organisations from

other countries working on the same theme as well as to the

Regional Thematic Focal Organisation.

However, due to various reasons, the regional thematic groups

did not materialise in many cases. The country level thematic

focal organisations worked under the umbrella of the Country

Focal Organisations not necessarily relating to the theme at a

regional level.” (SAAPE news Bulletin- October 2007).

The issue of 2007 is a stand-alone for that year but is most

unique in that it not only echoes the regional landscape of

South Asian politics but also carries brief pictures of each of the

countries of South Asia.

What may qualify as a unique

early issue is Volume-3, Issue-1,

January-April, 2006. It has a

significant piece on widows in

South Asia, providing brief

glimpses into the enormity of the

problem, and also providing

information on collectives that are

working on the rights of widows,

their livelihood and their

citizenship. SAAPE Bulletin, October 2007 Issue

“In Nepal, there are currently 14,000 widows below the age of  45, many of  whom are not only mothers but

under-age themselves. (In some parts of  the region, as in Bangladesh, the number is as high as 3 million.)

According to research conducted on widows in 23 districts in Nepal, 67% of  widows are under 30 of  age

with 3 to 4 children (Women for Human Rights, 2006). However, not much more than this information is

available about the cause and effect relationships of  various variables that make the lives of  widows

harder. In fact, the lack of  quantitative and qualitative data on widowhood is stifling efforts to assist these

women […] Eight percent of  all women in India are widows. In Rajasthan, there are approximately

1,750,000 widows and about 220,000 separated women – a total of  almost 2 million or 20 lakhs. Not all are

poor, but more than half  of  them are in the low-income category. These widows face special problems due

to the fact that they are “alone;” they often receive little support from their natal and marital families, and

most do not remarry (Astha, 2006).” SAAPE News Bulletin - Volume-3, Issue-1, January-April, 2006
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The June Issue 2008 sheds light on the emerging trends of

democracy in South Asia. The growing significance of the

values of equality, freedom, justice and political rights among

the people in this region culminated in a series of democratic

elections in South Asia in 2008, Pakistan’s February

parliamentary polls followed by Bhutan’s March election. The

historical election of Nepal’s Constituent Assembly (CA) and Sri

Lanka’s Eastern Provincial election took place in the same year.

Marking the shift in the centralised system of administration,

Nepal’s CA was envisaged to provide deliberative spaces for

the socio-economically marginalised and disadvantaged

groups. However, the process of institutionalising democracies

in the entire region has witnessed unprecedented challenges.

Several anti-democratic forces have attempted to reassert

themselves and sabotage the democratic system established

after years of struggle. Ranging from the political turmoil to

bad governance, all of these factors have come into play to

aggravate the problem.

The Bulletin encompasses the news of several workshops- for

instance the Colombo workshop on International Financial

Institutions and Debts in South Asia (Jan, 2008), country level

workshop on democracy and governance in Dhaka (March,

2008). Under the ‘COLOMBO DECLARATION’ an analytical

commentary of the consequences of neo-liberalism and

globalisation upon the SA economy has been presented. The

blind imitation of the western unquestioning commitment to

capitalism have perpetuated dependencies and stifled

indigenous innovations and rethinking in the region. Hence,

the Declaration demands a South Asia Union of Democratic

Republic that can accommodate the aspirations of diverse

caste, ethnic and gender groups and heralds a new mode of

human engagement. Likewise, country news reports of SA

nations have been featured pertaining to the issues of

democracy, poverty, social inclusion, governance among

others. Issues of climate change, food crisis, poverty and

conflict, religious fundamentalism among others have been

discussed.

The December Issue 2008 offers an analytical summary of the

emerging global economic crisis and its repercussions for

South Asia in the editorial section. Emerging from the United

States, the crisis has expanded across the world posing a grave

question mark over the neo-liberal ideals that have dominated

the world’s economy since the advent of liberalisation,

privatisation and globalisation in 1990. Owing to the unholy

nexus of the ruling elites and business, the poor and the

marginalised groups have been severely affected.

Characterised by growing unemployment and massive job

losses, the global recession has adversely affected the export-

led economy inviting problems of food security. With reduced

investment opportunities, the third world countries have

suffered from the paucity of funds to manage the development

activities.

The editorial further demands the overhauling of the existing

Bretton-Wood system to accommodate the aspirations of the

developing countries. More importantly, a separate parallel

institution i.e. Bank of the South to manage the economic

problems of the third world countries has been recommended.

In the following section, the case of heightening terrorism in

South Asia referring to the Mumbai attack has been discussed.

Calling for democratic ways to tackle terrorism rather than the

anti-political campaigns sponsored by state and the corporate

media, this section emphasises on promoting the values of

unity, tolerance and harmony thereby respecting the pluralities

of the society.

In addition, the Bulletin features several news stories

describing the growing challenges in South Asia and the

measures being undertaken to resolve them. News of various

seminars, workshops and conferences pertaining to the theme

of democracy, peace, human rights, governance, food and

energy security held in South Asian have been incorporated.

News reports ranging from the issue of growing food prices,

the effects of climate change, weak governance and

intensification of armed conflicts in Afghanistan to the

worsening state of child malnutrition in India and few opinion

pieces have been captured in the same Bulletin.

The April Issue 2009 is about the need for transforming the

nature of aid that is currently being provided to Pakistan.

Against the backdrop of a donor conference in Tokyo in April

2009, SAAPE draws the attention of the donors to channelize

aid for accelerating pro-poor socio-economic development in

Pakistan for poverty eradication and sustainable development.

Rising military expenditure leading to reduced capital

expenditure has stifled development initiatives in Pakistan

which has historically been a battleground for terrorism

including other forms of extremism. Uprooting social injustices,

restoring fundamental rights and strengthening the
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democratic system under a democratically elected civilian

government have been considered instrumental for stability

and development in the country. No less significant will be to

promote press freedom and ensure the independence of the

judiciary. Ending all forms of socio-economic discrimination

and segregating religion from the state calls for an accountable

and transparent political system which can monitor the works

of civil society and donors. In this regard, SAAPE sees a greater

need to nurture a culture of stakeholder consultation among

the government, donors and civil society in matters of public

significance. SAAPE demands the emergence of a broad-based

strong civil society movement that works for the betterment

of people’s lives in various ways.

The June Issue 2009 features an editorial on the strategies to

be adopted by the Sri Lankan government to extend the

resumption of the normalcy in Sri Lanka three decades of

violent conflict- the longest in Asia, between the Sri Lankan

Army and LTTE. Respecting human rights and upholding

democratic values is crucial for sustainable peace and security.

The transformation of Sri Lanka into a multi-ethnic, multi-

religious and multi-lingual nation free of all forms of

discrimination has become urgent in the post-conflict scenario

to avert new disgruntled forces from erupting. Equitable

treatment of the Tamil-speaking Muslim in governance,

preservation of the dignity of the war-displaced population in

transit camps and expediting the implementation of

resettlement plans should be the main responsibility of the

government.

The Bulletin also includes some other news such as the

Kathmandu based workshop on debt crisis and IFIs in January

2009, the Kolkata based training on South Asia regional

workshop on the implementation and promotion on voluntary

guidelines on right to food, South Asia women’s peasant

conference on Right to Land, Empowerment and Liberation in

Kathmandu in the same year.

Moreover, a special call by SAAPE to end the deepening

political crisis in Nepal during 2009 after the resignation of the

first republican PM Prachanda and consolidate on the hard-

fought democracy has been covered in the same Bulletin.

Some thought-provoking articles that the Bulletin

encompasses are: Siddharth Varadarajan piece titled ‘India’s

Nepal Policy in Disarray’, ‘Why Nepal will stay democratic’ a

joint op-ed by Kanchan Chandra and Yubaraj Ghimire, Bushra

Khaliq’s analytical write up on tenants’ movement in Pakistan

among others. Reports of the United Nation and Amnesty

International pertaining to the post-conflict scenario in Sri

Lanka has been extensively included.

In the March Issue 2011, the editorial condemns the airstrike

over Libya. Presenting a critical case of how the UN principle

of ‘responsibility to protect’ has been subjected to multiple

interpretations, the editorial points out the willingness of the

hegemonic powers to gain control over the Libyan oil reserve

for retaining their global supremacy. Furthermore, the political

crisis in the Arab region exacerbated by widespread

unemployment, social inequalities and bad governance has

been discussed. On a positive note, the growing power of the

people to demand democratic rights and fundamental

freedom across the world and their hard struggle for

promoting people’s sovereignty in their own country have

been highlighted. The editorial depicts how the neo-liberal

values have devastated the Arab economy over the past few

decades- for example, the Tunisian and the Egyptian economic

crisis.

Other contents of the Bulletin comprise report on building

women’s capacity in the field of politics. South Asian regional

climate change conference in Kathmandu, South Asian

Parliamentary Forum on Food Sovereignty, in addition, two

important press releases - analysing the distressing situation

of natural calamities in South Asia and condemning the nuclear

explosion in Fukushima, Japan has also been incorporated in

this Bulletin. Under the regional news and analysis section,

news pertaining to the alarming sea level in the Maldives,

prolonged unrest in Kashmir and its impact on mental, UNICEF

report on the deteriorating state of health and education of

adolescent girls in India among others.

The September Issue 2011 succinctly captures the perils of

peace and democracy in South Asia in its editorial section.

Evolving out of a colonial legacy, South Asia is deeply mired in

myriads of conflicts in recent history. The ability of the

regressive forces to thwart the democratic achievements have

become a pressing challenge for the policymakers in the

region. In other words, the gains made in the field of human

rights, democracy, peace and security by long years of struggle
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have been susceptible to regressions. Various forms of conflict;

economic, social, communal, based on gender, caste and class

have aggravated the problem in the region.

The Bulletin is sub-divided into four sections: SAAPE News and

Events, Regional News and Analysis, News and Views-General,

Issues and Perspectives. The first section comprises of news of

a workshop on setting labour agenda in South Asia, conference

on the rights of Bhutanese refugees, booklet on post-flood

situation in Pakistan etc. In the next section, an analysis of the

state of integration in South Asia along with country wise news

have been presented. The third part of the Bulletin captures

general news and views on contemporary socio-political issues

ranging from the global ‘Land Grab’ to minority women fight

back against mistreatment. Eventually, the perspectives

section brings multiple views on the burning issues of politics

and development – democracy, climate change and labour.

The March Issue 2012, An editorial

demanding the revival of

democracy in the Maldives has

been covered in this Bulletin. The

editorial critically comments on

the SAARC lukewarm response in

consolidating the democracy in

the smallest country in the region.

No sooner the Maldives was able

to come out of the three decades

of autocratic rule, various

attempts to thwart the democracy

at its early phase has been observed. Growing cases of human

rights violations ranging from political domination and

arbitrary detentions to beating, torture and forces

disappearances in the aftermath of the unconstitutional

transfer of power in the Maldives have invited deep crisis. In

this scenario, SAAPE invites the attention of the UN and

requests the international custodian of peace and

development to form an eminent panel to assume the role of

independent observers in a fair election at the earliest to

promote rule of law and democracy in the Maldives.

SAAPE activities featured in the Bulletin include: World Food

Day and International Poverty Eradication Day event, Regional

workshop on WTO, Agriculture and Sustainable Development,

Observation of 63rd Human Rights Day among others. The

news of the Core Committee meeting of SAAPE refuting the

threats and intimidations towards human rights activists and

journalists have also been embraced.

In the PSAARC section, various activities at the level of people

in South Asia has been covered. Ranging from People’s SAARC

country process meeting in Bangladesh and Nepal to round

table discussion on the future of SAARC in Pakistan have been

incorporated. Some of the main issues raised in these forums

include human rights, human trafficking, agriculture, trade,

labour market, climate change, climate finance and promotion

of local governance. A memorandum demanding the

recognition of dignity of all people by providing equal

opportunity has been carried out in the Bulletin. Furthermore,

the memorandum demands an enabling environment for

fostering people-to-people dialogue in the region.

The 2013 issue of the SAAPE Bulletin is the 15th which

highlights the South Asian Regional Conference on Women’s

Political Participation and Representation. The Conference was

held in Kathmandu on 11-12 November 2013 on the theme

'Women’s Political Participation and Representation’.

Organised by the SAAPE Women's Rights Campaign Group

with the aim to develop a work-plan to ensure women’s

representation in politics and decision-making level in South

Asia, the Conference was inaugurated by the Vice-President of

the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, Paramananda Jha.

Attended by around 200 women leaders, lawmakers, rights

activists, civil society leaders, parliamentarians and human

rights defenders from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal,

Pakistan and Sri Lanka, South Asia’s top women leaders,

namely, Bidhya Bhandari, then Chairperson of All Nepal

Women’s Association (ANWA) and now President of Nepal, Ms

Pasya Padma, Chairperson of Farmer Union of Andra Pradesh,

India and Executive Member of

All India Kishan Shabha, Ms Sajida

Zulfiqar, Member of Parliament,

Pakistan, Ms Thalatha Athukorale,

Member of Parliament, Sri Lanka,

Ms Rangina Kargar, Member of

Parliament, Afghanistan, Ms

Rowshan Jahan Sathi, Member of

Parliament, Bangladesh and Dr

Shobha Raghuram, Founder and

Adviser of SAAPE addressed the

conference. The conference SAAPE Bulletin, December 2013 Issue
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adopted a 9 points Kathmandu Declaration which was handed

over to the then President of Nepal Dr Ram Baran Yadav on 12

September 2013 during a brief meeting with the South Asian

women delegation. One of the major points raised by the

Conference was “women’s political participation and

representation in governance which is adversely influenced by

all discriminatory and harmful cultural practices including early

marriages, dowry, violence against women, misconception of

witchcraft, exclusion from education and economic

engagement.”

Another important theme raised by this publication was the

debate on the post-2015 Development Agenda: Civil Society

Concerns. SAAPE led the discussion on the post-2015

Development Agenda started globally and regionally among

stakeholders in view of the timeline set for the one-and-a-half-

decade long Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which

ended in 2015. As a part of the civil society, SAAPE realised two

main responsibilities to fulfil: first, to assess what we have

achieved as citizens of the world and particularly of South

Asian, in terms of the eight MDGs and the second to question

whether the bases required to proceed further with the new

development agenda have been established or whether we

need a new paradigm in development sectors as the existing

MDGs have followed a misleading path.

The 16th issue of SAAPE Bulletin published in June 2014

covered the news of the conference organised by SAAPE on

Demilitarisation, Democratisation and Social Justice which was

held on 26-27 March 2014. Organised by SAAPE then

Demilitarisation, Democratisation and Social Justice Campaign

Group coordinated by Human Rights Alliance, this

convergence was organised to discuss national issues and

concerns of South Asian countries and demand for

demilitarisation, democratisation and social justice in the

region. The conference was organised on the background that

military expenditures are expanding in South Asia directly

contradicting the aspirations of people towards improving

their living conditions and promoting peaceful coexistence by

way of exercising democracy. Poor and hungry people are

compelled to pay for arms and ammunitions that are often

used against them in the name of maintaining law and order,

on the one hand, and to fellow citizens of neighbouring

countries in the name of defending national sovereignty and

territorial security. This conference gathered 90 participants

representing civil societies from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka who unanimously endorsed the

theme of the campaign Denouncing Militarisation and

Promoting Peace in South Asia and commit to working as

peace campaigners in social movements for the cause of peace

and prosperity in South Asia. The convergence adopted the

Kathmandu Declaration demanding portable social security for

all the citizens of South Asia; the non-resident Bhutanese rights

be protected according to international laws; trade union

rights be extended to all sectors including for agriculture

workers and to resolve disputes on intra-region water sharing

among others.

This Bulletin further analysed conflicts in South Asia

highlighting the neglect of South Asian state rulers towards

people's hope for peace in the region. This analysis covers the

protracted conflicts of the region, namely, ethnic conflict

between Tamil insurgence and the Sri Lankan Government and

the extreme militarism by grave violation of human rights,

conflict of North-East India, Maoist movement in India,

Pakistan’s Growing Religious fundamentalism and military

extremism, people’s trapped situation due to irrelevant war in

Afghanistan, displacement of elected government by police

force in the Maldives, cleansing of Nepali language speaking

ethnic groups in Bhutan, domination of the Chakma ethnic

community in Bangladesh, and fragile peace process of Nepal.

The article concluded that South Asia stands as one of the most

conflict-prone regions because of its legacy of a colonial past

and subsequent war on terror.
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Apart from the news coverage of SAAPE’s regular activities, this

issue also covers the news and decision of the SAAPE Core

Committee Meeting held on 31 January and 1 February 2014

in Kathmandu. The meeting had decided that SAAPE will be

legally hosted by LDC Watch effective from April 2014.

The 17th issue of the Bulletin presents critical views of SAAPE

founders and Core Committee members, particularly, their

perspectives on SAARC. This analysis starts with Sushovan

Dhar’s Alternative Regionalism: Building South Asia from below

where he discusses that peoples’ movements of the region

[South Asia] in collaboration with the global ones, need to play

an immense role for the future of South Asia. It is only they who

can compel SAARC to put more importance to human security

in lieu of “national” security and trade agreement which follow

the neo-liberal paradigm. Farooq Tariq, founding member of

SAAPE uncovered the role of People’s SAARC and its need for

continuity. In his write-up, Farooq said, “At a time when

majority of all eight governments of SAARC countries are

pursuing similar economic policies based on the philosophy of

new liberalism, it becomes increasingly important that people’s

voices from these countries are heard loud and clear against

anti-people economic activities. People’s SAARC can and has

been playing this role to some extent.” He concluded with a

very touch remark, “[…] alternative voices and organisations

with people’s perspective like People’s SAARC is absolutely

vital to ignite an enthusiasm needed among the masses to

demand a decent life. People’s SAARC symbolises unity among

people and as a movement it provides a platform for people

of this region to question the governments and make demands

for a better life.”

Netra Timsina, SAAPE Regional Coordinator, added his views

on the civil society’s perspective on SAARC stressing that the

official SAARC could not achieve the success similar to that of

its counterparts in creating a prosperous regional economic

union like ASEAN and the Commonwealth of Independent

States (CIS) which have set themselves as paradigms of

promoting regional integrity and economic development. He

said, “Although different bodies of SAARC have made various

commitments to address issues of unequal socio-economic

relationships inherent in the South Asian society,

implementation of these commitments into action have been

rather sluggish.” Timsina highlighted the need of analysing the

prevailing contexts of SAARC to unleash immediate actions

from the leaders to ensure a better future of SAARC by

incorporating Human Rights Policy in its Social Charter.

Raz Mohammad Dalili, SAAPE Core Committee member

representing Afghanistan, focused on the need of regional co-

operation to defeat terrorism. He concluded that “[…] unless

there is a comprehensive joint strategy among SAARC to fight

terrorism wherever it is happening in the region, there is no

guarantee that this dangerous virus would not infect the whole

SAARC community and cause threats to the safety and security

of each individual in member countries.”

Sharmila Karki, SAAPE Core Committee Member representing

Nepal wrote on “People's SAARC Regional Convergence:

Revitalising the bond of togetherness” and concluded that

People's SAARC is getting more institutionalised as an

organised civil society driven regional initiative by breaking the

restrictions posed by the state to vitalise relations among

South Asians marked with dignity, goodwill, interdependent

and brotherhood. Ganesh BK, SAAPE Core Committee member

representing Nepal, raised the issue of access to land and

livelihood of Dalits in SAARC and concluded that the SAARC

region should be declared as an untouchability free region and

all the member countries must work together to make this a

reality.

The 18th issue of SAAPE Bulletin published in March 2016

started briefing on the 1st Editorial Board Meeting of the

SAAPE Poverty Report 2016. The main highlight of this Bulletin

is the policy review of land rights issues and movements in

South Asia. The review concluded that social restructuring is

impossible without a land reform process. The review also

presents country-specific land issues in South Asia and

concluded that the land policies are meant to boost

SAAPE Bulletin, November  2014 Issue
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investment, tourism, and production, but in reality, they hinder

poverty-reduction measures and post-conflict reconstruction.

The military may have the resources and technology to make

more optimal use of the land, but their actions undermine the

post-war demilitarisation and recovery process and threaten

already unstable livelihoods that depend on the restoration of

private and public lands. Other contents of the Bulletin are the

People’s SAARC country meeting organised in Colombo on 7

September 2015, International Day of Action for People’s Food

Sovereignty and against Trans-National Corporations observed

in Pakistan, People’s March and Assembly for Agriculture and

Fisheries Policies held in Sri Lanka. The Bulletin also covers the

issue of People’s SAARC Delegates Handover Declaration to the

SAARC Secretary-General that demands peace, justice, security,

human rights, and democracy in the region for equality for all

and to eliminate all forms of violence and discrimination.

This Bulletin also covers the news of “Multi-Stakeholder

Dialogue on Climate Justice” organised by Campaign for

Climate Justice Nepal (CCJN), as the Nepal arm of the Global

Campaign to Demand Climate Justice (GCDCJ) in collaboration

with RRN, SAAPE and LDC Watch on 22nd November 2015 in

Kathmandu. Dr Sarba Raj Khadka, Coordinator of CCJN

expressed that at the heart of climate justice is the

understanding that urgent action is needed to address climate

change based on community-led solutions and the well-being

of local communities, indigenous peoples and the global poor

who are at the frontlines of climate catastrophes, despite being

the least responsible for climate change. The meeting

concluded, “[…] we will not be able to stop climate change if

we don’t change the neo-liberal, corporate-based economy

which stops us from achieving sustainable societies.” This

Bulletin also covers the news of SAAPE’s welcome to the

promulgation of the new constitution of Nepal and condemns

the trade and transport embargo imposed by the Indian

government on the Indo-Nepal border.

The 19th issue of the SAAPE Bulletin published in September

2016 highlighted the proceedings of SAAPE’s 5th General

Assembly on 02-03 September 2016 in Kathmandu. The

principal theme of the Assembly was Gender, Poverty and

Constitutional Rights: South Asian People’s Struggle. The

delegates from all eight South Asian countries represented

peasant organisations, women’s movements, trade unions,

social movements, environmental movements and also

included academics, human rights activists and other civil

society members. They deliberated on the issues of gender,

poverty and constitutional rights and also shared about the

ongoing people's struggles in South Asia. The outcomes of the

deliberation would play a vital role to shape SAAPE's strategic

direction for 2017-2020. Major points of discussion in the
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Assembly were fundamentalism, shrinking of civic spaces,

violation of human rights. The Assembly threw light on the

progress made so far on different SAAPE campaigns. SAAPE’s

strategic direction for the future was also discussed along with

the adoption of the Kathmandu Declaration. The keynote

speech was presented by Ms Sapna Pradhan Malla, Honourable

Justice, Supreme Court of Nepal. She explained how women

bear the brunt of larger global economic-political processes

that affect poorer economies, such as the increased burden of

care-work as a result of the breakdown of state welfare funds

following the implementation of structural adjustment

policies. She emphasised the links between the SDGs and

constitutionalism and the common rights-based framework

between them which bear commitment to ensuring justice,

non-discrimination, equality, and liberty. She highlighted the

Nepali constitution as one of the most progressive ones in

recent history and detailed several of the social welfare

measures which have now been operationalised. Bandana

Rana, Expert Member, United Nations Committee on the

Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),

deliberated on the “Partnership between CEDAW and Civil

Society of South Asia in Promoting Gender Equality”. She

explained the context in which CEDAW operates to promote

gender equality and how it is touted as a significant set of

rights which are widely recognised and in operation

internationally and nationally. The CEDAW framework became

an important point of reference in the constitution-making

process, especially its language of non-discrimination and

equality. She also underscored that it is possible for anyone to

approach the Committee and to get justice.

People's struggles against the rising fundamentalism in South

Asia was another major issue discussed in the 5th Assembly.

Farooq Tariq stressed how religious terrorism has become one

of the major challenges in South Asia and how the region has

witnessed various instances of mass migrations by persecuted

religious minorities. He emphasised the role of mass working-

class alternatives in the shape of trade unions and political

parties linked with social movements as the most effective

manner to counter religious fundamentalism. M M Akash from

the University of Dhaka spoke on the issue of religious

fundamentalism in Bangladesh. He urged civil society

organisation s to play a leading role in countering

fundamentalism as repression alone is not likely to produce

results conducive to democracy. Deliberating on religious

fundamentalism in Afghanistan, Nooria Sultani narrated how

Afghanistan's experience and struggle with religious

fundamentalism have been marked by the horror of copious

numbers of civilian deaths. Akhil Ranjan Dutta, Professor of

Gauhati University, deliberated on the theme “Shrinking Civic

Spaces and Citizen Rights in South Asia.” He asserted that civil

society networks like SAAPE must differentiate their principles

by generating alternate discourses to those of the global

financial institutions. Dilli Raj Khanal, economist, spoke on the

lessons from Nepal's constitution-making process providing

socio-economic perspectives on the newly promulgated

constitution of Nepal and its progressive nature grounded on

the three principles of equity, inclusiveness and self-reliance.

Udan Fernando deliberated on the theme “Citizen Rights of

Conflict-Affected People in the Countries in Post Conflict:

People's Struggles for Peace and Democracy in Sri Lanka.

Ahmed Nizam deliberated on the theme “Autocratic Regimes

and Violations of Human rights in South Asia: People's struggle

in the Maldives.”

Briefing about the SAAPE Poverty and Vulnerability Report

2016 is another major highlight covered in this Bulletin.

Shobha Raghuram moderated the session while Farooq Tariq

and Deepa KS presented. Shobha termed the report as a

historical document in the way it has analysed the growth of

the liberal economy and the manner in which poverty and

vulnerability have grown. She explained the process followed

in crafting the Poverty Report and its long continuum. She

reported how the credibility of the report and the authenticity

of the work find a great space in the debates that are

happening today regarding the role of state, market and civil

society and particularly post-1991 period. This issue also covers

the briefing of SAAPE revised structure and strategy set for

2017-2021.

The 20th issue of the SAAPE Bulletin published in March 2019

shed light on the South Asian Peasants’ Convergence which

was organised on 2-3 February 2017 by All Nepal Peasants'

Federation (ANPFa) in Kathmandu, Nepal. The event was

attended by over 120 delegates including peasant leaders,

academics, activists and media personnel from South Asian

countries and Brazil. The convergence was a two-day event. In

the inaugural session on the first day, Biplab Halim of South
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Asia Peasant Coalition (SAPC), welcomed the delegates. He

emphasised the common identity of the South Asian peasants

in times of growing problems in the region. K. P. Oli, Prime

Minister of Nepal, inaugurated the Convergence. He

congratulated the organisers on hosting the event and hoped

that the delegates would deliberate on increasing the

employment and assured income of peasants and farmers and

emphasise the role of small-scale enterprises as an engine of

rural transformation. He anticipated concrete action plans that

could feed into agrarian policies of South Asian countries. In

his keynote address, Kailash Nath Pyakuryal, former Vice-

Chancellor of Agricultural and Forestry University, Nepal,

discussed the agrarian crisis in South Asia. He singled out the

neo-liberal model of economic development as a cause of

major concerns confronting peasants and small-scale

producers today. In solidarity messages, Gauri Pradhan,

Chairperson of Least Developed Country (LDC) Watch, stressed

the importance of developing a future course of action. Marco

Fernandes, representing the landless movement of Brazil, gave

the illustration of Latin America, where peasant mobilisation

was central in reclaiming land rights from the elite occupation

of land. Following this, peasant leaders from various countries

presented the country scenarios. Hasan Tariq Chowdhury, Chief

of the foreign department of Bangladesh Communist Party,

brought out the negative fallouts of US trade imperialism.

Jayalath Bandra, National Peasants Federation of Sri Lanka,

discussed the monopoly practices of multinational

corporations in distributing inputs of agriculture. Suneet

Chopra, All India Kisan Sabha, spoke of resistance movements

of farmers in India in the context of dual forces of repressive

class relations in semi-feudal societies and narrow base of

capitalism. Jafar Sangi of Pakistan described the feudal

landscape that destroyed livelihoods of small farmers. Keshav

Lal Shrestha, ANFPa, emphasised on professionalising

agriculture as a way forward for peasant resurgence.

In his concluding remarks on the first day, Bamdev Gautam

discussed the movement that constitutionalised food

sovereignty in Nepal. He said that nationalisation of farm

resources and cooperative movement were paving the way

forward in peasant struggles in Nepal.

This Bulletin also covers the story of the International Congress

on Global Peasant Rights which was organised by the Haus der

Bauern Foundation from 8-10 March 2017 in Schwäbisch Hall,

Germany. Over five hundred participants from the fields of

academia, activism, lobbying, advocacy and public policy

attended the Congress. There were two primary objectives of

the Congress; to deliberate on the conditions of small and

subsistence farmers throughout the world and to support the

UN working group for the development of the ‘Declaration on

the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural

Areas’. Sushovan Dhar, Core Committee member of SAAPE,

represented SAAPE in the Congress. He moderated the panel

on ‘Right to land and natural resources in the context of land

acquisition’. The event was important in expanding SAAPE’s

reach in the thematic area of food sovereignty and peasant

rights. Coverage of the South Asian Women's Convergence

(SAWC) on Local Governance and Women's Political

Participation which was organised on 06-07 August 2017 by

SAAPE Women's Rights Campaign organisations: All Nepal

Women's Association (ANWA) and Women's Welfare Society

(WWS) in Kathmandu, Nepal, is another major subject covered

in this issue. The Conference was organised with the objective

of expanding spaces and enhancing the rights to land. The

declaration adopted by participants from South Asian

countries, including parliament members, civil society leaders

and women right activists urged the governments, political

parties and leaders in South Asia to increase the representation

of women at all decision-making levels, including local

governance, to a minimum of 33 per cent and eventually raise

it to over 50 per cent. The inclusion of more than 40 per cent

women in the recently (2017) held local level election in Nepal

has been commended and taken as an exemplary feat in the
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fight against discrimination of women in the South Asian

region. Besides, the declaration urged all the relevant

stakeholders to collectively fight against patriarchy.

The Civil Society Campaign against Inequality in South Asia is

another issue covered in this Bulletin. While the world’s

business elites and top politicians come together for the World

Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos, Switzerland from 23-26

January to discuss the increasing inequality over the richest

and the super richest of the world, they are unaware of the

rapidly growing inequality between the poor and the richest.

Civil society organisations and social movements have been

organising various campaigns to raise their voice against

inequality “Fight Inequality” across the world on the streets,

social media and in public places during the week of action

from 19-26 January 2018. This movement has been the voice

of the rest of society who have been suffering due to this unjust

system of governance. The main aim of this campaign is to

make people realise their rights and help shift power to the

people to challenge the people with power. In the same

context, Nepal Sustainable Development Goals Forum, NGO

Federation of Nepal, South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication

and Human Rights Alliance jointly organised a programme in

Kathmandu on 24 January 2018. Hundreds of social activists

and volunteers from about 60 civil society organisations and

social movements assembled together depicting the

inequalities existing in our society. Several slogans, comics,

freeze drama and cartoons depicting the status of inequality

were displayed in the form of banners, posters, flex, placards,

street arts, etc. The publication of articles and op-ed on

inequality in national dailies, dissemination of information, fact

sheets and status of inequality on various social media are also

a part of the campaign that will be done during the week of

action. The SAAPE Poverty Report 2016 launching and Policy

Discussions in various regions of South Asia is another major

attraction covered in this issue.

The 21st issue of the SAAPE Bulletin starts with the South Asian

Women’s Convergence: Addressing Gender Inequality through

Fiscal Justice and Access to Basic Services. Organised by SAAPE

women’s rights campaign group along with the social

movements and mass-based organisations in Negombo, Sri

Lanka from 19 to 20 November 2018, the convergence was set

up with two broader purposes: i) To understand the challenge

of inequality as a general concept, particularly in terms of its

drivers and dimensions that link to fiscal policies, and ii) To

collectively devise a collective action plan in South Asia in order

to address gender inequality through the lens of fiscal justice.

A total of 42 participants from South Asian countries in the

convergence representing civil society organisations and social

movements discussed and deliberated on the issues and

devised a national and regional plan of actions to protect and

promote tax and fiscal justice and fight against inequality. The

declaration and action plan that was devised through the

discourse of this convergence call for renewed and specialised

efforts from the civil society and activists to engage in a

collective manner with governments and the grassroots to

bridge the divide in communication that prevents marginalised

groups like women and children, and their interests from being

heard in an impactful and inclusive way.

Another issue covered by this Bulletin is the South Asia

Regional Workshop on Inequality. The workshop was organised

on 29-30 March 2018 in Kathmandu, Nepal to report on the

situation of the different South Asian countries and draft an

initial conceptual framework for the SAAPE report on

“Increasing Inequality in South Asia: Causes and

Consequences”. Participants from six South Asian countries

(Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka)

took part in the event.

The Bulletin also sheds light on the SAAPE Poverty Report 2019

Editorial Board Meetings organised in different periods. In this

regard, three editorial board meetings were organised in

Kolkata and Bangalore in the months of September 2018,
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December 2018 and February 2019, respectively. The editorial

board members of the SAAPE Poverty Report 2019, academia,

researchers, social activists and students from South Asian

countries participated and contributed to the discussions.

The August 2019 issue, number 22 in the series of SAAPE

Bulletins, starts with the brief update on the South Asia

Regional Workshop on Taxation and Inequality: The Role of Tax

and Spending Policies to Respond Inequality in South Asia. This

workshop was organised by SAAPE in Kathmandu, Nepal from

27 to 30 March 2019. In this workshop, participants from

Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka gathered to

raise their concerns on the grave situation and unjust practices

of taxation, denial of basic essential services and gender

inequality. The activists, members of parliament, political

parties, civil society and mass-based organisations, business

and academia, together called upon the creation of fair and

equitable societies based on justified tax regime protecting

poor and weaker sections from the impacts of neo-liberalism.

The 11-points Kathmandu Declaration on Tax and Fiscal Justice

to Address rising inequality in South Asia was released during

the convergence which formed the South Asia Tax and Fiscal

Justice Alliance (SA TAFJA).

The Bulletin includes some thought-provoking articles by

Milan Dharel, Babu P. Remesh, Aminath Shazly and Zakia

Soman which are focused on various social, political and

economic issues. An article entitled “South Asia Democracy:

Needs of Citizens Vigilance and Defence” by Milan Dharel has

presented the status of South Asian democracy and need of

people’s resistance and awareness to protect and promote it in

the region.

In another deliberation by Aminath Shazly from the Maldives,

the vulnerabilities posed by climate change in the Maldivian

island communities are raised. She has stressed the equal and

active participation of women in the decision-making bodies

as well as the need for inclusion of women and vulnerable

groups in both economic opportunities and political

participation.

In his research article entitled “Growth of Informal and

Precarious Work in Journalism: The Indian Scenario”, Babu P.

Remesh has presented the situation of rampant informalisation

of work in journalism sector which has seen an increase in the

proportion of contract-based journalists without any legally

backed job security and reasonable terms and conditions at

work. He has highlighted the massive advent of new media

forms, new technologies making journalist more vulnerable in

the labour market.

SAAPE Core Committee member, Zakia Soman, in her

deliberation, entitled “Reflection on Indian Muslim Women’s

Struggle against Triple Talaq”, has presented the need of Muslim

women’s struggle against Triple Talaq in India. She believes that

the democratic struggle of Muslim women for gender justice

as provided a befitting reply to the hypocrisy and double

standards practised by all the dominant sections of the society.

Besides, the Bulletin includes the news of the final Editorial

Board meeting for the SAAPE Poverty Report 2020 held from

11-14 August 2019 in Kathmandu and updates of the two

SAAPE activities - SAAPE History Document (2001-2020) and

the South Asia Inequality Report 2019 on Growing Inequality

in South Asia.

SAAPE has condemned the heinous crime against humanity by

religious fundamentalists in Sri Lanka of 22 April 2019. SAAPE

has published its statement “SAAPE condemns the heinous

crime against humanity by religious extremists in Sri Lanka” in

this Bulletin. In the statement, SAAPE demands the South Asian
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Governments to take immediate joint actions to address the

growing rise of religious fundamentalism in the region.

Similarly, the open letter on “World Leaders must stop fuelling

inequality” which was written by the growing global

movement to fight inequality, to call out the failure of the

current approach by governments and to set out a vision for

radical change, is set inside the Bulletin issue.

3.3 Campaign Activities

SAAPE’s activities mainly anchor around two core pillars: issue-

based research for advocacy, campaign and lobby and capacity

building of its members. Activities of SAAPE include:

developing a resource base for promoting alternatives;

arranging public platforms such as the People’s SAARC, parallel

to the official SAARC conferences providing platforms for

different struggles to come together to consolidate and re-

energise their campaigns; facilitating the participation of

members in the different advocacy, lobby and campaign

works; organising information campaigns and rallies; and

facilitating lobby activities as well as capacity development

workshops and seminars.

The unique value of SAAPE campaigns is connecting and

linking the on-going country campaigns in the countries of

South Asia which are about similar issues. SAAPE provides a

common platform for CSOs to bring them at the national

platform first and then scale up to regional level. Here they are

able to, as South Asians extend solidarity to each other’s

struggles for rights, share good practices and lessons towards

strengthening democracy and social justice in the region.

The regionalisation of the issue gives an opportunity to link to

formal processes of regional organisations and act as pressure

groups both at national and regional policy processes and their

implementation. Thus, SAAPE has been engaged in functioning

as a common platform to bring synergies on the common

issues, raised by the different movements and campaigns.

3.4 South Asia Inequality Report

SAAPE produced the South Asia Inequality Report 2019 as part

of the knowledge document to use for policy advocacy and

feed into the social movements and campaigns for taking up

the major agenda of inequality. The report has been

disseminated as a knowledge document for the campaign in

South Asia.

The report pursues the seriousness of growing inequality in

South Asia. Furthermore, it highlights the issues of inequality

and demonstrates the concrete evidence/data to understand

the absence of equitable access to resources, jobs, market

affordability and human development in the region.

The report puts forth actionable recommendations to the

governmental and non-governmental, national and regional

organisations for developing effective strategies to beat

inequality in the region.

The report spotlights on the urgency for people-centric

progressive provisioning in the constitution as well as legal

regulations to address the structural inequality.

Mass Rally demanding land rights in Sri Lanka, 2016

SAAPE’s Publications on Inequality Issue
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3.5 Status and Position Papers

SAAPE members publish their position on the contemporary

socio-economic and political issues at national and regional

levels. Campaign groups publish status papers along with

SAAPE’s position on the campaign issues for instance, food

sovereignty, right to food, political participation of women,

gender equality, labour rights, minimum wage, social

protection, economic empowerment of women, etc.

3.6 Social Media and Digital Platform

In this modern age, social media seems to have become a part

of our lives. Practically, our world is surrounded by social media

like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. and we believe it makes

the world a smaller place to live in. Apart from becoming one

of the mainstream modes of communication, social media has

also proved to be extremely beneficial across the world. With

social media, it becomes easier for interaction among us in a

short period.

For SAAPE’s visibility, SAAPE has its website and it is

maintaining various social media pages on Facebook and

Twitter for easy access to SAAPE information and resources.

With the wide presence of social media across the globe,

SAAPE has greater opportunity to link with globally committed

organisations as well as nurture more reflective processes

when it engages with CSOs on various platforms, and with

networks in the region.

Screenshot of the SAAPE Website
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governance of SAAPE

 Gathering including Civil Society Groups was held in Manesar,

India from 27 to 29 September 2000.

As a follow-up to the Manesar consultation, the SACSN met in

Kathmandu, December 2001 with the theme of “Fighting

unitedly against poverty, hunger and injustice”. The

Kathmandu meeting felt the need for an alliance to further

pursue their goals which subsequently led to the creation of

the SAAPE. SAAPE, since then, is firmly based with the vision of

creating a society free from poverty, hunger and injustices so

as to strengthen peoples’ democracy and their empowerment.

Since its establishment, the mission of SAAPE has been to

facilitate the process for establishing suitable mechanisms to

ensure people’s genuine participation in the decision-making

processes at all levels to contribute towards poverty

eradication.

SAAPE functions as a regional alliance of civil society networks

facilitating linkages among and between groups in the region,

throughout the global South and with the groups in the North.

The structure of SAAPE is comprised of the General Assembly

(GA), Annual General Meetings (AGM), Advisory Committee,

Core Committee, Campaign Focal Organisations and the

Regional Secretariat.

4.1 General Assembly (GA)

The GA is composed of the members who meet every three

years to give policy directions to the entire SAAPE movement

as well as get a full account of the work that has been

conducted. It is the highest policy-making body of SAAPE. Five

General Assemblies have been organised since SAAPE’s

establishment. Major highlights of the past assemblies are

presented in the following text.

first general Assembly 
“Power, Politics and Poverty in South Asia”

The First General Assembly of SAAPE was held in Colombo

from 14 to 16 June 2003 with the theme “Power, Politics and

Poverty in South Asia.” The purpose of the Assembly was to

analyse poverty, politics, power and the politics of

development in South Asia, to formalise the SAAPE alliance and

to strategise about how SAAPE could better facilitate the work

of its member organisations in eradicating poverty in the

region. The meeting also intended to provide a space for

sharing experiences from the various social struggles and mass

movements represented by the SAAPE membership, and

discussing how to work together, learn from each other, and

formulate constructive next steps forward. The Colombo

Declaration reiterated the Manesar Declaration and reaffirmed

the power of people in the South Asia region to regain control

to abolish both poverty and the politics that creates this

condition. The country focal points were also established at the

First GA meeting.

Second general Assembly
“Struggles for Grassroots Democracy: A South Asian Civil

Society Perspective”

The real challenge in most countries in South Asia is to improve

the process of governance in such a way that public policy

fundamentally protects the general public interests rather than

being a hostage to vested interests keeping the vast majority

of poor and marginalised deprived of access to political

decision-making, natural resource use and human

development. Increased commitment to democracy and

justice are, therefore, prerequisites for the South Asian

countries in order to achieve their development goals. It was

against this background, that the second General Assembly of

SAAPE held in Kathmandu on 2-3 July 2006 focused on the

theme of “Struggles for Grassroots Democracy: A South Asian

Civil Society Perspective.” Given the historic failure of the IFIs

Chief Guest and Key Panelists in Second General Assembly held in Kathmandu, 2006
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policies in eradicating poverty and development, the

participants of the GA called to downplay and delegitimise the

International Financial Institutes, and international capital for

their self-proclaimed right to set agendas for poverty

eradication and development. The participants took note of

the region’s food crisis and the severity of hardships that it

could bring to the millions of the South Asian population and

therein, committed to work towards realising food sovereignty

and food security for the people of the region and struggle to

create a supportive policy framework – promoting Eco-

Agriculture, opposing GM food, and promoting peasant

alliances for ensuring food sovereignty.

Third general Assembly
“Global Financial Crisis and Implications in South Asia”

The global economic crisis that began in 2007 is, in fact,

symptomatic of the broader failures of neo-liberalism and

casino-financed capital system. Its impact in South Asia could

be felt in terms of the food crisis, fuel crisis and financial crisis.

Therefore, the 3rd General Assembly was held on 8-9 August

2009 in Kathmandu, Nepal under the theme “Global Financial

Crisis and Implications in South Asia.” The Assembly recognised

that the neo-liberal economic policies have not only led to the

loss of millions of jobs and intensification of poverty in South

Asia but has also deprived the South Asian population their

rights to life and self-determination. The GA, therefore, called

on the South Asian Governments and the international

community to recognise and support the development

alternatives initiated by the communities that incorporate the

principles of gender justice, ecological sustainability and

participatory democracy. It is only under this development

paradigm that nations would fulfil the basic legal, social and

economic rights of all citizens in the region.

fourth general Assembly
“People’s struggle for poverty eradication: Towards a new

development agenda in South Asia”

The South Asian region is often characterised by deeply rooted

structural poverty, food insecurity, poor governance, exclusion,

gender injustice and conflict. Of the eight countries in the

region, four are least developed countries. Despite the growing

trend of democratic discourse in South Asia, the greater section

of the population continues to be impoverished, marginalised

and deprived of their fundamental rights. Prevalence of neo-

liberal policies in the region that prioritises on profits than on

people, has added to the plight and misery of those already

marginalised by creating a further divide in terms of access to

and distribution of wealth between the haves and the have-

nots. As such, the 4th General Assembly held from 18-19

December 2012 in Kathmandu, Nepal highlighted the

struggles of poverty eradication in the region as well as the

need for an effective, all-encompassing development

paradigm. The participants recognised the region as a whole

has witnessed the rise of democratic struggle. The General

Assembly also called Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) to

recognise the aspiration of ordinary people and to strive for a

new world order. It was urged that CSOs come together in

preparation of the upcoming People’s SAARC. Additionally,

pertaining to the theme of the Assembly, ‘The Poverty and

Vulnerability Report’ which SAAPE published every three years

was also discussed.

fifth general Assembly
“Gender, Poverty and Constitutional Rights: South Asian

People’s Struggle”

Despite the continuous struggle of women’s movements for

liberation from gender-based discrimination, women in South

Asia are deprived of their fundamental rights to dignity with

patriarchal systems impinging every sphere of their lives.

Economically, they remain without access to control of

resources, and rights, equality in wages. There are uneven

levels of constitutionally recognised rights that women enjoy

in countries of South Asia. However, rights do not get

automatically implemented in the absence of any political will.

In this context, the Fifth General Assembly of SAAPE was held

from 02-03 September 2016 in Kathmandu. The speakers and

participants of the programme discussed the key challenges in

Participants in Fourth General Assembly held in Kathmandu, 2012



South Asia including fundamentalism, shrinking of civic spaces

and violation of human rights. The General Assembly also

discussed on the SAAPE Poverty and Vulnerability Report 2016.

Country perspectives on People’s SAARC 2016 and

preparations for the same were deliberated. Besides, the

General Assembly threw light on the progress made so far on

the Food Sovereignty Campaign, Women Rights Campaign,

Demilitarisation and Social Protection Campaign. Lastly,

SAAPE’s strategic direction 2017-2020 was also discussed along

with the adoption of the Kathmandu Declaration.

4.2 Annual General Meetings

The AGM is comprised of campaign focal organisations,

advisory committee members, Core Committee members,

regional co-ordinator, secretariat staff and the selected

representatives representing different campaign groups from

the region. The AGM reviews annual programmes and

planning of the SAAPE initiatives, both at programmatic as well

as administrative levels. It meets every year.

4.3 Core Committee

The Core Committee members and advisory committee

members provide political leadership to the SAAPE movement.

The members of the Core Committee come from the campaign

leading organisations, country groups and the Regional

Secretariat. The Core Committee meets twice a year to review

and redesign political intervention strategies at the regional

and international levels. The advisory committee of SAAPE

provides requested advice to the Core Committee, and

generally participate in the Core Committee meetings. 16

representatives representing eight countries of South Asia (one

female and one male from each country) form the Core

Committee of SAAPE. They are elected every three years

through the country processes and endorsed by the General

Assembly.

4.4 Campaign Focal Organisation

The campaign focal organisations are the campaign leaders

that are responsible for the planning, implementation,

monitoring and evaluation of the campaign activities falling

under their respective campaign. Based on the regional nature

of the SAAPE campaigns and movements, each of the

campaigns is coordinated by an organisation at the regional

level whereas the activities at the country level are coordinated

by respective country groups. Currently, there are three

campaign groups, each having its country focal organisation

in each country. The country focal organisations are supported

by other members of the group to operationalise the SAAPE

initiatives in their respective countries. The campaign groups

administer campaign activities under their theme in a

coordinated way. Whereas, there is also a strong collaboration

and coordination across the campaign activities at all levels of

their operation.

CC and SAAPE Members in Fifth General Assembly held in Kathmandu, 2016
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4.5 Secretariat

To facilitate the administration of the SAAPE initiatives, a

Regional Secretariat supported by a Regional Coordinator and

some Secretariat staff is established. At present, the Regional

Secretariat is hosted by the LDC Watch based in RRN in

Kathmandu, Nepal. The Secretariat facilitates, coordinates and

expedites the regional as well as country initiatives from the

regional perspective; provides support to the country

initiatives and campaign groups as and when necessary;

disseminates information at the international level, and liaises

with different stakeholders.

4.6 Membership Criteria, Communication

All SAAPE membership requests come through CC members

in the respective countries. The membership form is available

on the website and it can be downloaded, and the completed

membership form can be sent to CC members. CC members’

contacts details are on the website and interested

organisations can send the duly filled membership forms to

the respective CC members. Acceptance of the SAAPE CMPs8

is the pre-requisite to further discuss the approval of the

membership.

A mechanism at the Secretariat is developed to improve

communication among members (such as all members in the

google group saape@googlegroups.com are included, a

format for CC members who are participating in different

regional and international meetings in their owns’ capacity is

developed, a format to develop a brief profile of members in

each country, regular updates of websites is developed,

interactive website is in place, regularly publishing of Bulletins

and circulating it to members, etc.)

4.7 Core Committee Meeting

For the purpose of providing political leadership to the SAAPE,

there is a 19-member Core Committee (CC) constituted. The

members of the CC come from the RCFOs, country groups and

the Secretariat. The CC meets twice a year to review and

redesign political intervention strategies at the regional and

international levels. From among the founders of SAAPE, seven

members are working as advisers to the CC. They provide

requested advice to the CC and generally meet along with the

CC meetings. The main functions of the CC are:

1) Provide political leadership to the SAAPE initiative in

accordance with the directions given by the GA and AGM

2) Monitor the Secretariat in programmatic and administrative

areas of SAAPE's operation

3) Review the strategic activities and plans on a periodic basis

We provide below some details on the first Core Committee

meeting convened in Colombo.

CC Meeting, 12-13 August 2006, Colombo, Sri Lanka

The first SAAPE Core Committee (CC) meeting was held on 12-

13 August 2006 in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The meeting was

organised after the second SAAPE General Assembly (GA) as a

result of the GA’s major decision to form a SAAPE Core

Committee that would meet at the earliest for a strategy

planning of SAAPE’s current annual work plan. This CC meeting

provided the dynamic political leadership crucial for a regional

alliance like SAAPE which is striving towards poverty

eradication and which strongly believes that poverty is

intricately linked with the vicious forces of power and politics.

The meeting revisited SAAPE’s vision, namely, the Manesar

Declaration; took stock of achievements and failures and

engaged in re-defining the role of SAAPE as a regional voice.

The focus was on redesigning a concrete, realistic, achievable

action plan for the working year. The major decisions were:
1. The themes have been renamed to reflect SAAPE’s overall

engagement and concerns. It was agreed to work on
following themes.
a) Food Sovereignty, Livelihood and Employment

b) Gender

c) Just and Democratic Governance

d) Labour Rights

e) Peace, Justice and Demilitarisation

2. Selection of Regional Thematic Focal Organisations
(RTFOs)
a) Food Sovereignty, Livelihood and Employment –

Movement for National Land and Agricultural Reform

(MONLAR), Sri Lanka; All Nepal Peasants’ Association

(ANPA), Nepal; Centre for World Solidarity (CWS); India

b) Gender – Bangladesh Nari Progati Sangh (BNPS),

Bangladesh

c) Just and Democratic Governance – Vikas Adhyayan Kendra

(VAK), India

d) Labour Rights – Pakistan Institute for Labour, Education and

Research (PILER), Pakistan

e) Peace, Justice and Demilitarisation – Human Rights Alliance

(HRA), Nepal

8 See Common Minimum Principles (CMPs) in Chapter One
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The future

SAAPE’s future is closely tied to the struggles in South Asia, the

efforts by citizens to bring peace across borders, to abolish

poverty in South Asia and to contribute to sustainable

development with all its challenges. Social justice and bringing

about equality in societies battling caste, class, and gender

biases are central to SAAPE’s agenda. The Manesar Declaration

captures still highly valid ethical principles on which SAAPE

defines itself.

Based on the analysis of the SAAPE history, its current

campaigns and interventions, the future of SAAPE is sketched

here utilising perceptions, suggestions and recommendations

furnished by its stakeholders.

Evidence-Based Advocacy to Get Connected with Grassroots

1. SAAPE needs to get connected with the grassroots to have

more in-depth study on the ground realities by conducting

a need assessment to cover both urban and rural vicinities

and analyse the data collected from the field for future

SAAPE interventions. SAAPE itself cannot conduct such

studies. It is the responsibility of member organisations

with the support of CC members to bring to attention of

the network important studies which have major South

Asian policy implications.

2. Mobilisation of the CSOs and activists in the grassroots to

establish more physical presence and enhance the

visibility of SAAPE is to be continued to support campaigns

of different thematic groups.

3. Given the vast geographies that our members are spread

across and the ever-shrinking financial resources – how do

we work out a system of optimised and effective

interaction leading to furthering our mission goals is to be

given priority and for these face-to-face meetings are

important as owing to the very nature of a network.

4. Increase more care and attention to women in the

economy and their empowerment.

Core Movement/Future Engaging Issues
5. Climate change as a thematic focus on climate justice,

struggles of social movements, the strengthening role of

civil society organisations and media, alternative

development paradigms and a critique of the neo-liberal

agenda, campaigns against poverty and inequality,

campaign for just work and dignified life, campaign on

public spending (education, health and employment) as

state's responsibility and against privatisation,

informalisation of the economy and joblessness, land

rights (common property resources, forest rights, use

rights), strengthening of public institutions, migratory

patterns, livelihood and left-behind population (women,

children, elderly), refugees and displaced people, human

trafficking and smuggling, addressing violence, conflict,

rural distress, building up resilient societies by addressing

issues of natural disaster, Campaign on transitional

societies in South Asia, demographic dividend and the

need for inter-generational participation, knowledge

building and innovation, disastrous effects of the

implementation of neo-liberal policies in the region.

SAAPE Structure/Governance/Methods
6. Restructuring of the governance structure is needed to

give more thinking on the need of SAAPE's 1-2 flagship

activities Poverty and Inequality Report and creating South

Asia Platform.

7. SAAPE’s leadership should continue providing political

leadership by facilitating and taking a role in policy

implementation, positioning, preparing code of conducts,

coordinating the country process and lobbying and

advocacy on SAAPE's position in international level

profiling.

8. Regular communication, linking and interconnecting of

SAAPE campaign and global advocacy is needed to further

strengthen and should aware and take much more

initiative to alarm about political or other crisis.

9. Professionalise the position of the coordinator with a

salary so that they can give more time and be respected

for their work. SAAPE has had many committed

coordinators but I feel that they are not valued. Even the

Secretariat is not often appreciated for their dedication. It

is very lean and requires more capability support.

10. SAAPE Advisers and CC members should give more time



to communications with General Members, circulate their

trip reports so that the members can get a closer view of

the ongoing campaigns. There must be overall a deeper

engagement with thickening the level of solidarity and

shared knowledge about the processes.

11. SAAPE must establish internal/external evaluation

mechanisms for evaluation of its work to measure the

contribution of the organisation in the welfare of people

in the SAARC region.

12. Every member affiliated with SAAPE has their specific role

which needs to be:

• Advisers: Provide strategic advice to CC and

secretariat, respond to email and other forms of

communication

• Core Committee: Play an active role as per the ToR

• Campaign focal: Stick to the time and perform based

on the plan to produce the outputs

• Network members: Contribute to the process of SAAPE

larger political agenda

• SAAPE Secretariat: Coordinate all the communications,

planning the strategic meetings with country level

representatives, organising CC and General Assembly

meetings, editorial board get together for the various

reports, dissemination of all material, maintenance of

web site, fundraising

13. SAAPE should not only confine itself in publishing the

triennial Poverty Report but also activate lobby platform

for making positive changes in public policy. SAAPE must

establish an external evaluation mechanism for the

evaluation of its work to measure the contribution of the

organisation in the welfare of people in the SAARC region.

That is the only way to make SAAPE relevant in the

changing global scenario.

14. The digital and social media platform is essential for

attracting attention to the work being done.

15. Strengthen the general membership by developing newer

communication channels and making everyone aware

that SAAPE cannot remain thin because it is not a project.

For this, more new organisations should be linked to

SAAPE as membership including people’s movements,

women organisations, youths, peasant and labour

organisations. Message to give is that a lot of work is done

on a volunteer basis, which must continue, with meagre

resources, SAAPE continues to hold Core Committee

meetings on a regular basis, which is very good.

Towards a Broader Concept of “Engagement”

16. Engagement with the policy-makers and practitioners

among government, civil society and private sectors on

the social, economic and political issues directly connected

with the people will amplify SAAPE activism. By these

efforts, people and the government would know more

about SAAPE and how they can contribute to the social

movement of South Asians for a common and equal

future.

17. Networking and solidarity building with the CSOs in the

grassroots is essential by establishing connectivity with

the civil society movement to unitedly fighting against

poverty, hunger and injustice. Such a network should

accelerate the movements undertaken by the like-minded

civil society organisations, mass-based groups, academics,

trade unions, community-based organisations and

activists.

18. The unified movements coordinated by SAAPE must

create impacts to pressure the governments of South Asia

to concentrate on the regional issues by

activating/reviving regional networks like SAARC. Such

pressure should also be created towards multilateral

bodies like the EU and others active in the region to

respect the centrality of social justice and poverty

eradication in the region. We should not limit our thinking

on the official SAARC process whether it takes place on

time or not. The idea of Peoples' SAARC is beyond the

official SAARC and it is needed to accelerate for

establishing regular people to people contact in the

region.

19. In order to revitalise the People's SAARC for the common

cause in the context that the South Asian politics is being

engulfed in more and more crisis, new discourses are

needed and to this end, the SAAPE country processes need

to become more proactive with the SAARC Secretariat in

Kathmandu and align its work to monitor public policy

among the member countries where its commitment is to

reach voices of the marginalised people at local and
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international level. For this, new discourses have to be

brought into the discussion to have alternative thinking

about promoting people’s platform at SAARC level. Some

such issues can be on the rising war-mongering and

divisive politics, anti-people jingoism, blatant patriarchy,

inequality within societies. Similarly, the fight against

inequality and anti-people policies and ensuring pro-

people policies at national and regional level are to be the

priority of SAAPE.

20. SAAPE should equally play more an active role at the

global level representing this region as a vibrant network

and that we need to develop a global SAAPE strategy by

galvanising our campaigns to challenge the present

paradigms of development.

21. SAAPE should involve itself in the monitoring of public

policy among the countries of South Asia where its

commitment is to reach voices of the marginalised people

in local and international fora as well as governments. For

this, the network should harness and activate lobby

platforms for making positive changes in public policy. 

Epilogue: The future must be shaped by the will of people in

South Asia towards bringing about a poverty-free existence.

The 21st century needs to see the solutions put in place.

Millions of people in South Asia are living without economic

and social justice. Institutions need to be strengthened at local

levels for any platform to work at the regional level. SAAPE has

always been a reminder to governments, CSOs, international

development organisations and multilaterals that what we

have gained in the 20th century by way of our constitutions,

international treaties, conventions, must not be lost. Peace is

not for surrender. Fair and just employment cannot be lost to

greater informalisation of labour. Women’s rights, their safety,

their role as citizens remain central and at the core of South

Asia’s development challenges. South Asia’s people have faced

massive problems of displacement, violence in war, major gaps

in development, sweeping hunger that killed millions…and

yet they have shown resilience, unity in diversity and the will

to struggle for those left behind in the development story, no

matter which country they belonged to in South Asia. SAAPE

in every Poverty Report and all its publications, campaigns

have gone beyond the written word to stand in unity by the

side of those wronged, ignored in development plans, and

provide alternatives which carry a significant policy on

abolishing inequality. Religious tolerance, rejection of violence,

faith in the Constitutions of our countries, open democratic

dialogues with national governments, and standing by those

wronged all are major aspects of democratic societies and

SAAPE honours all the women and men of South Asia who

have struggled and continue to do so, so that the future may

be scripted with social justice at the heart of democracy.
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AnnExurES
Annexure 1: SAAPE Declarations

1.1 Manesar Declaration, 2000
Adopted by South Asian Civil Society Conference

27-29 September 2000, Manesar, Haryana, India

The Hivos India Regional Office had taken the lead in the
organisation of a Eurostep South Asia Consultation on Poverty
Eradication and Quality of Aid held in Manesar, Haryana, India
from September 27 to 29, 2000. Of the 57 participants, 45 were
selected representatives of civil societies in the South – NGO
representatives, activists and lobbying organisations from
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan and India. Twelve
representatives from the European Commission and
Delegation were also present. The Eurostep South Asian
Consultation recommendations noted the need to focus on
South Asia’s population living below the poverty line, the need
for independent NGOs and social movements to play a lead
role in pressurising governments and donors to give serious
attention to countering poverty, and the need for further
alliance building and networking between Asian and European
NGOs to raise impact at various levels.

During a meeting in Haryana, India, representatives comprising
journalists, academics, NGOs and other Civil Society actors
from Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and India, together
with representatives from European NGOs within Eurostep
drew the following conclusions and recommendations.

• The process of development is inherently political and if it
is inequitable and non-participatory, it can actually create
poverty. The objective of eradicating poverty can only be
achieved through struggle in which people living in
poverty are empowered to take control of their own lives
and resources. People living in poverty, the majority of
whom are women, are best able to identify the structural
obstacles that perpetuate and accentuate poverty. In
consequence, they are also best placed to set the agenda,
to address these obstacles and to define solutions that can
eradicate poverty.

• The definition and framework of the Poverty Reduction
Strategy as defined by the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) cannot eradicate
poverty. On the contrary, the policies and practices of the
Breton Woods institutions as they are currently modelled,
accentuate poverty.

• Current forms of globalisation based on unfettered
liberalisation accentuate global inequalities both between
countries and within countries. On the other hand, global
alliances can actually contribute to the eradication of
poverty.

• It is clear that a ‘rights based approach’ to social
development, which recognises the multi-faceted nature
of poverty, is central to its eradication. The rights-based
approach can also ensure that the dignity of people living
in poverty is recognised.

• The struggle to eradicate poverty calls for partnerships and
alliances based on shared values and principles, together
with mutuality of concerns.

• Past development policy and practice, which emphasised
technocratic approaches, have disempowered people
living in poverty by de-politicising their struggles.

Therefore, the participants from South Asia and Europe will
work together towards:

• Promoting a multi-dimensional, democratic and
comprehensive dialogue.

• Work towards linking constituencies in the North and
South to develop common strategies, particularly with
regard to the adverse effects of structural adjustment.

• Promoting viable development alternatives based on
people's own knowledge and innovations.

• Defending people's livelihoods, including the guarding
and nurturing of biodiversity, community resources and
their own knowledge systems.

• Promoting the development and strengthening the
capacities of civil society organisations to create political
and economic democracy.

• Working towards identifying common strategies that
address food security concerns including reforms of
current policies, such as the Common Agricultural Policy
(CAP) and the Agreement on Agriculture of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO).

• Raising awareness of human rights violations and
promoting the evolution of civil societies in countries
where civil society is non-existent.

We call upon the European Union to:

• Develop new pro-poor development strategies,
independent of IMF/World Bank models, in consultation
with representatives of civil society and peoples'
organisations.



• Develop its country strategy papers in proper consultation
with organisations of civil society, ensuring that the voices
of people living in poverty are heard and reflected in the
formulation of the strategies and agendas of poverty
alleviation/eradication programmes. In addition, a regional
strategy for South Asia should be established.

• Develop suitable mechanisms for consultative processes,
including a right to information that takes onto account
traditional forms of civil society. In this context, the use of
new information technology, the media (inclusive of
community and alternative forms) and public hearing in
project impact areas should be incorporated.

• Give increased emphasis to providing relevant support to
peoples' initiatives for poverty eradication.

• Ensure that in its budget allocations there is an increased
reflection of the proportion of people living in poverty
within South Asia. In addition, emphasis should be given
to financing important social sectors. Scarce Overseas
Development Assistance (ODA) resources should not be
diverted to the private sector.

• Establish mechanisms for a social audit in all projects that
it supports, and to make a commitment to adequately
address any negative consequences that are identified.

• Work to ensure that global trade and investment
regulations allow national governments to regulate and
control their economics in ways that protect the rights of
its entire people.

• Use its political and economic influence to make structures
of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund
(more) democratic.

• Mobilise its member states to agree not to sell military arms
to countries of South Asia.

• The European Union should explicitly mainstream gender
in the development co-operation agreements that it
negotiates with South Asian and other countries.

• Strive towards the promotion and preservation of a multi-
polar world in which there is a respect for democratic
principles and space.

We call upon the state and governments in South Asia to:

• Enhance and strengthen their commitments to social
sectors and in particular to ensure that the basic needs of
all people are met.

• Ensure that the rights of citizens to life, liberty, human
dignity and livelihoods are protected and promoted,
particularly those of the marginalised and minorities.

• Ensure that the policies and practices of the state and its
institutions are carried out in a transparent, effective and
accountable way, free of corruption. South Asian
governments in collaboration with the EU countries should
take initiatives to stop market driven corruption.

• Reject structural adjustment models defined by the World
Bank and the IMF. In addition, the governments in South
Asia should not bind themselves to the WTO's agreement
on agriculture.

• Reduce expenditures on defence to provide further
resources for health, education, agriculture and other
programmes that address the needs of people living in
poverty.

• Actively work together and support networks and alliances
on crosscutting areas of concern such as trafficking of
women, water, refugees, citizenship, violence, ecology and
disasters.

• Ensure that their plans emerge from a consultative process
that specifically involves the marginalised. Gender
concerns should be emphasised in all such development
plans.

We call on Eurostep and its members to:

• Work towards the establishment of mechanisms of
dialogue between civil society constituencies in Europe
and South Asia and between South Asian civil society and
EU institutions.

• Promote alternative development models drawn from
people's experiences and knowledge with a view to their
mainstreaming within EU development policies and
practices.

• Support South Asian networks and alliances on
crosscutting areas of concern such as trafficking of women,
water, refugees, citizenship, violence, ecology and
disasters.

• Work towards deepening and broadening global alliances
that can effectively project the concerns and voices of
people living in poverty and promote pro-poor solutions.

• Work together in partnership to build capacity and support
for effective policy interventions at the local, national and
global level based on a pro-poor agenda.

• Help promote and establish a global alliance to establish a
permanent, independent, social audit commission on the
policy and practices of the WTO.

• Provide information and analysis of the development
policy and practices of the European Union.
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We call on Civil Society in South Asia to:

• Work towards setting up regional alliances and supporting
existing ones, to work on strategies to effectively change
and combat the harmful economic policies of
globalisation, liberalisation and privatisation which cause
increasing poverty in the region.

• Develop strategies, which create space for people's
initiatives and support their struggles, recognising the
specific and different contexts of marginalised groups.

• Develop common strategies that make governments,
states and local authorities accountable and responsive to
people's needs.

• Establish dialogue collectively and individually with EU
representatives.

• Set up a "People for Peace" structure in the region, to
influence governments to reduce defence expenditure
and work towards peace in the region.

• Work for the establishment of a social audit in all projects
supported by the EU and to press for the EU to
adequately address any negative consequences that are
identified.

Secretariat is based in Kathmandu at Rural Reconstruction
Nepal.

29 September 2000

1.2 Statement of Concern, Kathmandu 2002
"Eradication of abject poverty is the utmost necessity to affirm social justice and lasting peace"

(Press statement declared on 5th January 2002 in Kathmandu)

On the occasion of the 11th Summit of South Asian Association

for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) in Kathmandu, Nepal from

4 to 6 January 2001, the members of the South Asia Alliance

for Poverty Eradication (SAAPE) call upon the Heads of States

or Governments gathered here to renew their commitments

for promoting the welfare of the people of South Asia,

particularly the excluded, the poor, the marginalised, and all

those who do not have access to basic health care, basic

education, shelter and fundamental rights. The tasks of

eradicating poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, unemployment,

tackling environmental degradation and food insecurity need

to be jointly addressed. As members of social movements and

organisations working for the development through

empowerment of the people living in poverty, we urge SAARC

members to implement the commitments of their

governments and bring at a regional level increased serious

and meaningful cooperation for eradicating poverty and

eliminating social injustice. In this context, we share with you

our statement of concern and purpose as follows;

Senior development workers, social movement leaders, leading

academics and concerned citizens from Bangladesh, Bhutan,

India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka came together to discuss

critical issues of poverty eradication, to strategise about ways

to create more just societies within the region, and to plan for

serious regional cooperation. This meeting was held in

Kathmandu, Nepal, and was a follow-up to the earlier South

Asian Civil Society Conference held in September 2000 at

Manesar, Haryana, India. # The Kathmandu meeting resolved

to establish a regional Alliance for collective work on poverty

eradication. This statement was adopted as the basis for future

action together in the newly formed South Asia Alliance for

Poverty Eradication.

The Alliance members share the views that governments of the

region have a responsibility to ensure that all of their citizens

have basic human rights to life and livelihood. The State

collects taxes from the people, and has a direct responsibility

to provide affordable quality education, health services, food

security, etc. The State should not only confine its role to

regulating the freedom of the marketplace; nor should the

state abdicate its role by handing over the responsibility for

providing social services to the private sectors, NGOs and other

civil society actors. The state, with honesty, sincerity, economy,

and simplicity must play its rightful and historical role in the

countries of the region.

In addition, the members reject the dominant development

thinking which dictates that the best way to get the best life

for the largest number of people is to promote a globalised

world economy marked by "free trade", liberalisation and

privatisation. In the region of South Asia, we know that this

approach to development causes hardship and misery to many



people living in our region. We believe that Alternative

Development Approaches will better serve the people of South

Asia. We commit ourselves supporting to discover, define, and

disseminate these approaches, evolved through listening to,

learning from and working with the people of our countries.

Members of the Alliance will continue to work with people

living in poverty, urging their national governments to review

and implement their commitments to the eradication of all

forms of poverty which result in marginalisation. At the same

time, members of the Alliance feel that some of the major

problems faced by people living in conditions of poverty are

particularly accentuated by globalisation, liberalisation and

privatisation. These cannot be solved in isolation from other

countries in the region. The members of the Alliance from

various civil society organisations have agreed to build and

strengthen alliances around common issues.

Alliance members underscore the grave crises that mark the

entire region –

• growing numbers of people living in conditions of extreme

poverty,

• skewed development policies leading to large scale

displacements of poor people,

• mass migration increasing the fragility of rural based

populations, particularly landless labourers and poor

peasants,

• the escalating violence faced by women living in abject

poverty,

• the declining social sector expenditures by governments,

• the increasing costs of militarisation,

• the acute distress of large masses of people neglected by

unresponsive governments implementing distorted

agenda of development priorities,

• severely endangered food security aggravated by

multinational companies acquiring patent rights over our

bio-diversity,

• the dismantling of government food security systems in

the name of privatisation,

• forced and exploited labour,

• escalating communalism and fundamentalism which are

undermining the people's struggles to address the root

causes of poverty,

• the people's right to information not being uniformly

available in the region,

• social conflict within countries resulting from state and

other systemic suppression over people. People raise their

voices about real problems, and the State does not listen

to them, resulting in frustration, and violence in society,

• governments not addressing the structural causes of

poverty,

• escalating numbers of refugees in the region, and

• extremely high national debt as a result of international

financial institutional borrowing, etc. 

Members of the alliance call on governments in all countries of

the region to implement genuine agrarian reforms, to put in

place mechanisms to ensure profitable prices for all peasants

and to initiate rural development policies which would provide

further food securities to those living in poverty and

deprivation.

Members of the Alliance call for the governments of the region

to protect the People's Rights over natural resources- land,

water, forest, minerals, shrubs and herbs. The bio-diversity of

the region must be protected for local people.

To address the problems of landless labourers and poor

peasants, the Alliance Members call for a campaign against the

use of every kind of forced and bonded labour, and at the same

time, for a campaign for Minimum Wages for all informal sector

workers, especially agriculture labourers - both men and

women.

Women living in poverty in all the countries of the region are

facing high degrees of exploitation, both in terms of denial of

their rights as citizens, their exclusion from political

participation, and also in terms of property rights. Trafficking

in women and children has increased and it is alarming to note

the lack of sensitiveness to this issue. Forced violence against

women even extends to "honour killings", "dowry deaths", and

female foeticides in the region, leading to alarming decline in

female to male sex ratio. Governments must act to protect and

empower vulnerable women. Active steps must be taken to

stop these practices.

Various religious and social factors and an overall situation of

patriarchy prevent women's participation, decision- making

and equal rights, including access and control over property

and resources. These can only be addressed through legal

reform, and changes in resource allocation. Also, when there

are more opportunities and space for women to improve their

situations, women themselves will act. Governments should

take effective and efficient actions to implement all

Page 57 | SAAPE; A Platform for South Asians



Page 58 | SAAPE; A Platform for South Asians

International Conventions and Covenants ratified by them,

such as CEDAW, to protect and promote the fundamental

rights of women.

Attention of governments is also drawn to the need to

eradicate child labour and to provide compulsory free basic

education. Likewise, concrete actions need to be taken to

materialise the vision of signed International Conventions such

as CRC (Convention on the Rights of the Child). 

Debt payments are a crippling feature of the economies of the

region. They are a result of the pressures of Globalised

Economic Policies, and are one of the causes of continuing

poverty. Members call for the immediate and unconditional

Cancellation of Debt in the countries of South Asia, and

governments are urged to divert the resources that would be

used for debt payment, to women and children's health,

education, socio-economic empowerment, drinking water, and

subsidies for farm inputs and food security.

In order to address the plight of refugees, negotiations are

needed to facilitate repatriation, refugees returning to their

countries with dignity and honour, and without fear of

persecution. Further, the repatriation of refugees is important

in addressing the impoverishment that results for the citizens

of the countries in the region that house refugees. It is a highly

complex issue involving the rights of refugees, their dignity,

their right to protection when there is persecution in their

home country, etc.

Alliance members urge governments to address in a timely

planned way the fundamental causes of social conflicts with

multiple strategies involving local people so that such conflicts

can be prevented from escalating into violence.

The South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication and its

members are committed to undertake the following roles and

responsibilities:

• Monitor national governments in their performance to

implement their commitments,

• Resist anti-poor policies, be they economic, social, political

or environmental,

• encourage regional development cooperation amongst

the governments of the region, as well as amongst non-

state actors,

• Develop strategies which create space for people's

initiatives and support people's struggles for reinstating

social justice, recognising the specific and different

contexts of marginalised groups,

• Facilitate alliances in the region and support existing

networks, to work on strategies that could effectively

change and combat the harmful economic policies of

corporate globalisation, liberalisation and privatisation

which cause increasing poverty in the region,

• Jointly develop common strategies that make

governments, states, and local authorities accountable and

responsive to people's needs and aspirations,

• Establish regional dialogue with the European Union, and

other international bodies and networks, both state and

civil society ones that can be seen as allies in the struggle

to control and change strong international actors who are

causing impoverishment in the region - indeed, in the

world,

• Set up a "People for Peace" initiative in the region to work

towards peace in the region. This will include influencing

governments to reduce defence expenditures, and

• Incorporate "Community Media" for communicating and

informing about technology, success stories of differing

communities and people's initiatives within the region.

The times call for joint resistance, collective in spirit, to external

interventions that harm equitable distribution of resources

within countries. All development policies, plans and budget

exercises need a people's audit so that the planning process

may be owned by the people living in the areas.

Civil and political rights essentially fortify people's access to

economic, social and cultural rights. Social justice is under siege

and people's organisations have indeed shown success in

realising constitutional rights, as a result of their field and policy

interventions.

South-South and South-North exchanges and alliances

strengthen social actions, and are necessary in these complex

economic and social times. Therefore, the members of the

Alliance present in Kathmandu invite all like-minded social

development organisations and movements in South Asia to

join, and propose a system of affiliation for supporters living

outside the region.

"Let us join hands to unitedly fight against poverty, hunger and

social injustice"

December 21, 2001



1.3 Colombo Declaration, 2003
SAAPE Statement from 1st meeting of the General Assembly, Colombo, Sri Lanka

The First General Assembly of SAAPE met in Colombo from 14

to 16 June 2003. Representatives from Bangladesh, Bhutan,

India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka focal

organisations, independent social movement activists, mass

organisations, academics, non-government organisations and

members from civil society organisations in Europe were

present. After two days of deliberation, the following

Statement was adopted:

South Asia, both as individual countries and together as a

region, has a claim to a history of adopting their own ways of

development. There has been 500 years of reversal of the

development process since Vasco de Gama attempted to

discover India 500 years ago. The damage caused during the

last 55 years of the Bretton Woods institutions has been far

greater than the damage of the 450 years before that. Not just

to the economy, but to cultures and the way of thinking of the

people. In our countries the natural resources and wealth of

nature have been completely destroyed. Some of the ancient

traditional practices still remain with the people. So the

struggle for us today is the second struggle for independence

to recover the right to utilise the resources and traditions that

we have.

We are painfully aware of the fact that more than half of the

world's poor live in South Asia. Colonial rule in this part of the

world had already ruined our economy and pushed our people

into abject poverty. Our people rose in rebellion and through

the multiple paths of resistance we gained our freedom and

got rid of colonialism and its rapacious plunder of our

resources and our wealth.

Following national independence our governments made

many promises, which were not honoured - yet there was

increased employment, the establishment of public sector

industries and some attempt at the introduction of basic

services by the state. The immediate post-independence

societies, guided by the euphoria of freedom, were committed

to social goals and freeing the people from poverty. Above all

a system of Constitutional governance was introduced in many

countries of the region.

Ever since the new wave of Globalisation began these gains

have been quickly eroded. No time was lost in imposing upon

us the new dogmatism of Neo-liberalism. We were told that

the panacea for all our ills was Structural Adjustment through

the route of market fundamentalism as prescribed by the

Washington Consensus. Our governments surrendered before

the architects of the global economic restructuring plan and

invited imperialism again as if it were different from the earlier

spell of colonialism.

Though direct foreign rule is not physically seen, Transnational

Corporations have invaded and influenced every corner of our

market to extract profits for imperialism once again. Trade was

initiated as a means of exchange and not for greed, profit and

accumulation. It has for a long time served to achieve progress

for human kind but when we look at the reality today, we now

see trade leading to destruction. Impoverishment, deprivation,

job losses, marginalisation, pauperisation and de-

proletarianisation have returned to our lands. Millions are

displaced, deprived of their access to natural resources and

livelihood opportunities and thrown on to the urban streets,

slums and unemployment with diminishing state aided welfare

support, thereby exacerbating their misery. We take note of

the indignities imposed on the Dalits for centuries and the

displacement of tribals from their ancestral habitats and we

draw attention to growing poverty, powerlessness and the

denial of rights of women - leading in some cases even to the

commodification of their bodies and body parts and the

accompanying increase in social violence. This is true also of

religious and ethnic minorities, indigenous minorities, and of

urban and rural workers. 

The Colombo meeting of SAAPE has demanded that

development plans be developed by the people themselves

and budgets decided by people living in poverty. We have had

enough from the mergers of internal and external profit driven

forces. We know how government borrowings benefit the

donors and elites, leaving the recipients poorer than before;

how free trade facilitates super profits for the TNCs; how

liberalisation reopens our market once again for another round

of rapacious plunder as happened during colonialism; how

Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) result in bio-piracy; and how

privatisation leads to jobless growth and deprivation of basic

needs. Women and children are specifically affected by the

denial of their right to basic health and educational facilities,
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and employment. The people now demand that the destinies

of our countries be with the people themselves. They should

now decide what is in their best interest. 

We are aware that imperialism never gave up its colonies

voluntarily--neither will they give up their neo-colonial empire

because people ask them to do so. We therefore need to

prepare our second liberation struggle. This time we must

make sure that the architects and agents of imperialism and

globalisation are ousted lock, stock and barrel. For this to

happen the poor must take the lead--they need to understand

the true nature of neo-colonialism. We must expose and

delegitimise the path laid down for us by the Bretton Woods

institutions--we must expose their true character and the

perfidy of their modus operandi. We must expose their lies,

deeds and actions through public trial. We must let them hear

the judgement of our people and through the peaceful and

non-violent path mobilise the ravished millions to achieve our

second independence.

For this to be possible SAAPE must get down to unrelenting

serious political work. We have to build pro-poor alliances at

the local, national, regional and international levels. There are

hundreds of initiatives going on in distant corners of our land:

these must be brought together, they must all be linked and

relinked, all energies and all efforts must be channelised. It is

not enough to remain at the micro level. We must obtain the

richness of the micro experience and feed it into wider sectoral

processes, we must encourage debate and discussions among

ourselves, we must shed all sectarianism and those negations

that have already destroyed many mainstream political parties,

we must have the openness, the humility and the courage to

learn from the best that is going on in any corner of our region.

We must bring these experiences to the wider level, share our

sectoral insights and knowledge so often generated through

long years of struggle and tenacious praxis, and come together

at the inter-sectoral level in order to ask the more basic

questions related to the root causes of all our misery and

poverty.

It is our considered opinion that SAAPE must become such a

platform at the South Asia level. We already have the material

basis for doing so. We are moving forward with amazing

rapidity and everyday produces new fascinating experiences

of solidarity and convergence. We are greatly encouraged by

the unique and valuable links we have already established with

people (civil society organisations) from other countries

throughout the world. *

The SAAPE initiative has been unique in many ways. It is the

first South Asian Alliance to focus primarily on the question of

poverty in our region, even as the rulers of this part of the world

shed crocodile tears for the poor when they get together in

SAARC. We even have reason to believe that some big

countries of this region are keen to avoid SAARC holding

meetings. We witness them being postponed again and again.

We consider this to be a very disturbing tendency--especially

when we are aware of so much communal and ethnic

disturbance causing death, disturbance, and destabilisation in

our region. In this context we are determined to create a

people’s SAARC and carry forward the potential of working

together for our common good. 

SAAPE is also unique since it has from the very days of its

inception been looking for like-minded partners in the North

and is heartened to have found allies from the civil society of

the North, some of whom have taken a pioneering lead to build

concrete linkages with the South and proactively cooperated

with SAAPE to raise fundamental issues of common concern in

many fora within the European Union including the European

Commission as well as the European Parliament. We are happy

that many of these friends are with us in this First General

Assembly of SAAPE and are signatories to this Colombo

statement.

We do feel that the conditions for carrying forward our

constructive and creative work in the mode of "ahimsa and

satyagraha" have arrived in our region once again. During the

last freedom struggle they divided us, drew boundaries across

our lands and sold arms to our governments to fight each

other, but during the coming freedom struggle we will not be

fooled again. We must be prepared with clear plans.

We are proud to take note of our South Asian identity.

Whenever we meet across artificial borders that divide us we

are reminded of our deep cultural and civilisational

commonness. We not only cherish this oneness but also see in

it great opportunities for our people to lead a more peaceful

and prosperous life if only the arms race and militarisation in

our region are brought to an end. What we need is pro-people

forms of governance in which local self-government is given

its due place of primacy and importance and all national

governments that are anti-people--be they military,

monarchical or authoritarian are replaced by more people

friendly institutions of governance at all levels. It is only the

ruling elite and their agents who search for differences and

seek so many artificial ways and means to introduce and



perpetuate strife among our people.

We the people of this region will draw from the richness of our

plurality and build on our rich cultural, religious and spiritual

heritage so as to come together against all those who foster

communalism, fundamentalism, ethnic strife, armed struggle

and non-peaceful means. We must prepare for the next

struggle for national liberation and this time it must be under

the leadership of those who have been deprived of their basic

human rights and their genuine allies. The political economy

that generates wealth for the few and poverty and

powerlessness for millions needs to be restructured by the

millions into a political economy that honours labour and

creates wealth and well-being for all.

The Colombo Statement reiterated the Manesar Declaration

and reaffirmed the power of people in the South Asia region

to regain control to abolish both poverty, and the politics that

creates this condition.

16 June 2003

1.4 Kathmandu Declaration, 2006
Adopted during the 2nd General Assembly of SAAPE (2-3 July 2006)

The Kathmandu Declaration was adopted during the second

General Assembly of SAAPE, that took place on 2-3 July 2006

on the theme, “Struggles for Grassroots Democracy: South

Asian, Civil Society Perspective.”

WE, THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE SOUTH ASIA ALLIANCE FOR POVERTY ERADICATION

(SAAPE), meeting in Kathmandu, Nepal, July 2-3, 2006, felt the

energy, excitement and anticipation of the people of Nepal, at

this historic and precarious point in their history – Nepal’s

recent Jana Aandolan II (people’s movement) for Lokatantra

(democracy).

Over the two days of meetings, we, the members of SAAPE and

observers – a widely representative group of civil society

organisations and movements from the eight countries of

South Asia, and from Europe – learned from each other, and

from the experiences of the Nepal Jana Aandolan, and pledged

their solidarity to establish a real and lasting democracy in

Nepal.

We are committed to the Eradication of Poverty in the Region,

and reaffirm the Manesar Declaration adopted in 2000, and the

Kathmandu Declaration adopted in 2001. We are inspired by

the principles that the courageous people of Nepal have

articulated as the foundation principles for a New Nepal. We

have also increased our understanding of the difficulties and

possibilities in poverty eradication, as a result of sharing the

work and conditions in our countries.

SAAPE is becoming a platform for a large number of like-

minded organisations, movements and persons in the region,

who have come together to eradicate poverty and to

strengthen grassroots democracy. SAAPE is a socio-political

force to work for change and to work with different groups of

people in attempts to unite to achieve different goals that are

important in the overall struggle to eradicate poverty and

protect grassroots democracy.

With this understanding, we declare that we will eradicate

poverty in South Asia –

Realising that poverty and hunger in the region is not natural,

but something created and perpetuated by the Global powers

of plunder and exploitation, working in collaboration with the

elitist regimes in our own countries; we commit ourselves to

fight these forces until we take control over our lives, our

natural resources, and the right to plan and decide on the use

of such resources. We commit ourselves to facilitate the

mobilisation of the millions of poor and their organisations to

complete the process of the de-legitimisation of the Global

financial powers such as the International Financial Institutes

(IFIs), and international capital in their self-proclaimed right to

set agendas for poverty eradication and development. 

Realising that “Growth” alone is not the remedy for “Poverty,”

neither in rural nor urban areas, neither in the agriculture nor

in the industrial sector, and knowing that logically those claim

“responsible” for poverty (e.g., WB, IMF and WTO) cannot tell

us how to solve the problems of Poverty – their “solutions” so

far have only led to the aggravation of poverty all across the

region (hundreds of thousands of farmer suicides in India,

pauperisation of the peasantry, promotion of the corporate
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farming model, loss of jobs and labour opportunities); and

therefore, we need to struggle with farmers and labourers for

establishing and strengthening grassroots democracy, and

against labour policies that are exploitative.

Realising that a large number of children are engaged in labour

work in the region – markets exploit them in the pretext of

poverty; we declare that SAAPE will fight against child labour

and fight for their right to education.

We declare that we will work towards realising food

sovereignty and food security for the people of the region, and

struggle to create a supportive policy framework – promoting

Eco-Agriculture, opposing GM food, and promoting peasant

alliances for ensuring food sovereignty.

Realising that the forces that/who benefit from the poor

remaining poor, are strong, powerful and well-connected, we

commit ourselves to a more powerful struggle against the root

causes of poverty in the South Asian region. We declare we will

not rest peacefully, even if intermediate victories have been

won, but will continue to struggle together, as a Regional

Alliance, solving problems as we go, until Poverty is eradicated

from all of the South Asian countries.

Anti-poverty work is often done by people who work on behalf

of others, and people living in poverty themselves are often

involved as “targets” or “beneficiaries.” We know that there is

great strength and ability in the men, women and children

living in conditions of hunger and poverty, and we declare that

we are committed to all-inclusive and participative, including

poor men and women, excluded castes and indigenous

communities, integrally and strategically in the decision-

making and work of SAAPE.

Realising that Peace in the region still eludes us

– civil strife in Sri Lanka and Afghanistan; growing state

repression in Bangladesh, India and Pakistan; and continuing

repression in Bhutan -we declare that the members of SAAPE

will support each other in the struggles for peace. The

problems are many – Bhutanese refugees feel unable to return

to their homes in Bhutan, state repression in India in Gujarat

and other states by religious fundamentalist political groups,

and the use of military power by the South Asian governments

to suppress movements and struggles of indigenous citizens

for their political and economic rights. The people want peace

and democracy in the region; national and international

governments in many cases do not. SAAPE will work with the

people in reinstating peace and democracy.

Realising that the continuing Indo-Pakistani conflict over

Kashmir is a serious obstacle to both peace and grassroots

democracy in the region, and realising that the enormous

defence budgets of both countries deprive the poor of their

countries of needed health, education, food security, etc., we

declare that SAAPE will do everything possible to mobilise its

members, along with others in the region working for peace

and justice for the Kashmiri people, to pressure the two

governments to resolve the conflict in accordance with the

wishes and needs of the Kashmiri people.Realising that poor

governance, the absence of free and fair elections, and violence

of the rule of law undermines genuine democracy in the

region, we declare that SAAPE will work through its members

by advocacy and public awareness, to bring about true

democracy and democratic processes in the countries of the

region. Monitoring and reforming the education systems will

form part of this public awareness – SAAPE will work on

education policies, and ensure qualitative and progressive

education so that democracy can be sustainable.

Realising that in the region, where patriarchal customs and

practices continue, we declare that SAAPE will make sure that

women have equal participation as members of decision-

making bodies and that the poverty of women will be a

constant concern and focus. Women must form at least 50 per

cent of all bodies that work within SAAPE. Women bring real

strength to struggles for social justice and human rights, they

are tenacious, fearless, and in their lives, used to solving

problems. They have experienced suppression, and given a

chance to participate, are creative, courageous and effective

partners in the struggles against poverty and injustices in the

region.

Realising that in the region, fundamental religious sentiments

and revivalism mingled with politics, have caused deprivation,

poverty, destitution, agony and atrocities, and having seen the

impact and effect of the rise of earthquake in Pakistan and

Kashmir), response is quick and effective, if a situation is dealt

with urgency under the disguise of 'disaster'. For example, the

response to the great disaster Tsunami showed how the world

would/could respond to poverty and hunger if they are seen

and declared as such emergencies.

This Declaration of the members of SAAPE, made in solidarity,

is adopted by the 130 members from eight countries of South

Asia along with our European partners assembled in

Kathmandu, Nepal, on 3r day of July 2006.

03 July 2006



1.5 Kathmandu Declaration, 2009
Adopted by 3rd General Assembly (2009) of SAAPE

We the citizens of South Asia, representatives of civil societies

from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives,

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka, met in the Third General

Assembly of the South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication in

Kathmandu from 8 to 9 August 2009. This Declaration

represents the collective will of the members present to work

against neo-liberalism. We embrace sustainable development

for the definitive eradication of poverty and the betterment of

the lives of all people in the region, particularly those living in

poverty and without rights, those suffering injustice and the

effects of conflict and discrimination.

We call on all governments of the region, and the international

community as a whole to unreservedly ensure the universal

right of all to life, shelter, social security and livelihood. All the

hard won rights must be preserved and built upon. We

demand that all governments of the region recognize the

global failure of the neo-liberal model to bring equitable

development to all. The global economic crisis is symptomatic

of the broader failures of commoditisation of the world's

resources and exploitation of nature.

While we recognise the threat of climate change the solution

does not lie in either displacing people from the forest and

land, or in international carbon trade. The International

Financial Institutions have accentuated land grab and

displacement of forest and rural communities, loss of

traditional livelihoods and a sharp increase in hunger and

farmer suicides. We demand a reversal of neo-liberal economic

policies and the restoration of public management and

ownership. The restructuring of South Asian economies has led

to the loss of millions of jobs and rampant poverty and

intensification of poverty in both urban and rural communities.

Elitist growth-led economic strategies have reduced

possibilities for overall livelihood concerns in economic policy.

Neo-liberal policies have led to an attack on democratic

struggles including the use of anti-terror laws against people's

movements. The states cannot claim impunity since these are

in violation of international human rights law. In view of the

crushing debt burden there must be cancellation of debt by

the IFIs and Northern lenders. South Asian governments must

not borrow any more funds from the IFIs.

Therefore, we commit here to redoubling our efforts as a

united South Asian community to act in solidarity with people's

movements in the region- Dalits, indigenous peoples, labour

(including migrant workers), fisher folk, women, peasants,

refugees, minorities, displaced peoples, and all other excluded

peoples. The access of youth to secure futures must be

ensured. Travel within South Asia should be visa free. Our

solidarity extends to people and movements worldwide.

We demand governments to recognise and support the

emerging diverse development alternatives initiated by

communities that have successfully incorporated principles of

gender justice, ecological sustainability and participatory

democracy. Adequate resources must be allocated to

implement these alternatives on a national and regional scale.

The state must respect, protect and fulfil the basic legal, social

and economic rights of all citizens, including food sovereignty.

This will require increased prioritisation of financial resources

to this end.

The people of South Asia are witness to the increased

militarism and militarisation in the region, and the heightened

arms race and trade, while poverty and destitution, civilian

deaths, and insecurity are on the rise. There is a need for a

collective action by South Asian states to combat extremism

and to significantly reduce military expenditures. South Asia

should be declared a nuclear-weapons free zone. Security in

the region can only be achieved by just and sustainable social

and economic development. All disputes between South Asian

countries should be resolved by transparent negotiations. The

people of South Asia deserve clean and people-friendly

governments.

We resolve to struggle against all forces that create poverty,

conflict and violence. Our governments must fulfil their

constitutional obligations to secure peace and social justice.

9 August 2009
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We the representatives farmers’ organisations, political

organisations and parties, civil society organisations and non-

government organisations from Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka,

Pakistan, and Nepal having gathered at Kathmandu on 1st and

2nd January 2011, with the objective of discussing multiple

impacts of climate change including its impact on food

sovereignty in the South Asia express our deepest concern over

the vulnerability of the region to climate change, devastating

impacts of climate change on lives, food sovereignty, culture

of people and especially marginalized people and women, and

voice our dissent in the strongest possible manner on the

outcomes of ongoing UNFCCC negotiations, and lament lack

of serious and effective policies and steps of our National

governments to tackle this climate crisis. We also call upon

UNFCCC, national governments in South Asia and other

developing countries, regional Institutions like SAARC, and the

civil society to lead expedited efforts to intensify the struggle

for seeking pro people solutions to this crisis, based upon the

principles of common but differentiated responsibility, climate

equity and justice and other principles enshrined in

international human rights covenants including UNFCCC, and

human rights based approach to development.

We express our grave concern on climate change impacts in

South Asia, that it is already having serious impacts especially

on our food sovereignty. South Asia is the region of world

highest number i.e., 40 % of poor population, and is also highly

conflict torn region. Though the regional per capita emission

of South Asia is around 0.2 to 10 tons; South Asia is the worse

victim of climate impact. According to the IPCC one third of

Bangladesh and all most all coastal area of India will be lost due

to sea rise. Himalayan glaciers have the probability to complete

meltdown, which will create severe drinking water crisis over

the entire region. Due to temperature rise and climate

variability there will be 35 to 40 % crop loss especially in rain

fed regions. Displacement of more than 50 million people

mostly farmers and poor is also predicted. Economies of the

almost all the countries will be severely affected slowing down

the rate of growth and equitable development in the region.

We have already observed the impacts in recent (2010)

Pakistan floods, which affected all most half of the country and

20 million people and their life and livelihood. Repeated

cyclones in Bangladesh recently (cyclone Aila in 2007 and Sidr

in 2009) caused loss of 4500 lives and damages amounting to

$ 3 billion. We stand in solidarity to the people whose lives have

been devastated in these calamities.

We have also observed challenges presented by the climate

crisis to the highly stressed food sovereignty situation in the

region, which will not only affect the region but the entire

world. Bangladesh is a major importing country, while Nepal,

India and Pakistan are also hardly food self-sufficient. Internally

in South Asia, food distribution is also unequal, commensurate

to the enhancing trend of income disparity, a large (not less

than 30 to 40% of the population) number of population

depends upon subsidized food supply or by safety net

programmes. We also observed that how climate change is

impacting farmers and farming in the form of rise in

temperature, reduction in rainfall and number of rainy days,

salinisation of soil and water, reduced farm outputs and

income, and decrease in production of food, fodder and feed.

We also express our strongest resentment on the inadequate

and unbalanced outcomes of the UNFCCC process highly

favouring the developed countries and carbon capitalism, and

undermining the rights of developing countries, least

developed countries and Small island nations. We strongly

resist the diversion of the negotiations away from the

principles enshrined in the UNFCCC and Kyoto Protocol in the

COP 15 and COP 16, and also condemn the Copenhagen

Accord and the Cancun Agreement and developing countries

submitting to the capitalist and neo-liberal forces.

We call upon our South Asian leaders to take a common

position in next UNFCCC, CoP 17, in view of the grave impacts

of climate change in the region and demand;

1. Genuine and serious efforts from the developed countries

to prevent rise of temperature below 1.5 DC and CO2

content below 350 ppm.

2. Enhanced emission reduction commitments from Annex 1

countries up to 25-40%, by 2020 (on the basis on 1990

emissions)

3. Recognition of the historical role of Annex 1 countries in

bringing world to this crisis and payment of Carbon Debt

of at least $ 100 billion per year.

4. Abolition of all market based mechanisms, which is highly

unjust, capitalist and force developing countries to do all

mitigation efforts, while developed countries continue to

1.6 Kathmandu Declaration on Climate Crisis, 2011
Adopted in the South Asia Regional Conference on Climate Change, 1-2 January 2011



pollute and further encroach atmospheric space.

5. Transfer of green technology to developing countries

without IPR provisions, so that developing countries can

benefit from replication and utilisation of these

technologies.

6. All climate financing should be in form grant, and which

should be additional to the already committed 0.7 % of

GDP as aid to the developing countries.

7. Oppose all sort of involvement of international finance

institution (IFI) i.e., World Bank and Asian Development

Bank involvement in climate finance.

8. Respect for the Rights of Mother Earth, which has been a

long standing tradition in the South Asian region, and

other demands in the declaration of the world peoples

Conference on the Rights Of Mother earth and Climate

Change held at Bolivia.

9. Develop a new UN protocol for the climate forced migrants

as universal natural person that the developed countries

have to take responsibilities of them in accepting their

rights to life, shelter, livelihood in view of UNHRD.

We also urge upon our South Asian leaders;

1. Respect and recognize that climate change is a regional

issue and develop solidarity amongst south Asian countries

and they must come up common minimum regional plan

in next Maldives SAARC summit, to be held in November

2011

2. SAARC should take initiative to prepare a study on

Assessing on climate impacts in the region, and should

prepare Common Agriculture Perspective Plan 2020 in

participatory manner looking at the road map for devising

common strategy to ensure food sovereignty in the region. 

3. Redefine the role and definition of SAARC Food Bank in

view of the principles that SAARC food bank is for South

Asian hungry people.

4. SAARC should seriously consider on constitution of

promotion and preservation of South Asian Seed Bank, as

preventing commercialisation and corporatisation of our

local seeds. And as to support national level effort to

promote and preservation of our seeds and also to support

our community effort in this regard.

5. As South Asian countries share common rivers and where

most of those river source is in Himalayan glaciers, SAARC

leaders must come up with common water source sharing

and preservation plan so it will facilitate or our life line i.e.,

free water for life and livelihood in South Asia.

6. To immediately implement the declarations issued in the

16th SAARC Summit …….

We also call upon our national governments in our South Asian

regions to take steps to strengthen our national climate

resilience and adaptation capacities including;

• To have a strategic response and action plan based on

climate impact assessment done by our national scientists

and including the concerns of climate victims, farmers,

labourers, and social movements. The plan must be the

part of national long term development plan updated

regularly.

• To have constitutional protection to the right of food

sovereignty, including rights to food and employment,

tillers right to lands, rights for small farmers and share

croppers, forest community has rights over forest

resources, fisher folk has right over of common water or

fishing source, no commercialisation of natural resources

which will endanger community who is already protecting

and whose livelihood depend upon the recycling of those

natural resource).

• Increase public investment in agriculture and strengthen

agricultural infrastructure and support services and

focusing on preservation and promotion of local seeds

system and rights of the small holders and marginal

farmers and oppose corporatisation of agriculture.

We also call upon our fellow movements, farmers and labour

organisations, civil society organisations to

• Protest and have wider solidarity against neo-liberal forces

and carbon capitalism

• To promote pro farmer and pro poor alternative action

researches, especially in respect of sustainable natural

resource management and sustainable agriculture. 

• We believe it is the path to uphold the rights of our mother

earth and simultaneously ensuring equity and justice in our

societies.
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1.7 Kathmandu Declaration, 2012

Adopted by 4th General Assembly of SAAPE, 18-19 December 2012

We the members of the Fourth General Assembly, of SAAPE,

having met at Kathmandu, Nepal from 18-20, December, 2012,

do hereby, unanimously adopt this declaration.

We have assembled at this fourth General Assembly as South

Asians drawn from Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Sri Lanka,

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Maldives and Nepal and taken note of

the emerging situation in our respective countries and in South

Asia.

We are deeply disturbed at the all-round degradation in the

quality of life that the majority of South Asians are experiencing

in their respective countries. We witness increasing

deprivations in the human, cultural, economic, social and

political spheres of our people.

The average South Asian loves to live in peace and harmony

with her neighbours both within and beyond the borders that

artificially divide us. When South Asians meet in each other’s

country, there is so much of joy, happiness and fraternity,

irrespective of religion, language, colour of skin or political

affiliation. Yet there is so much of violence, cruelty, murder,

rape, arson and looting, when extraneous thinking is injected

into the locality, the class room, the market place or the place

of worship.

The story of Malala bears symbolic witness to what we have

stated above. This little girl of Swat region in Pakistan decided

that it was her birth right to go to school, but to our utter

dismay, certain fundamental forces shot at her and tried to kill

her. But this brave could not be killed, in spite of a bullet even

in her head. She not only survived but she inspires us with her

determination to live as an educated girl against the

propaganda of fundamentalists. We, especially, on behalf of all

south Asian Girl children rejoice that she has recovered and is

alive and smiling.

Malala has upheld the right of girl children to attend school in

exercise of her fundamental right to education and it is Taliban

that is put to shame for this criminal act against an innocent

but determined girl child of Pakistan. We wish to adopt her as

the daughter of South Asia and call upon all Governments,

educational institutions and all child friendly organisations in

our region to introduce scholarships for girl children's

education by collecting donations in her name from all citizens

of South Asia. Henceforth all school books should have a lesson

in their text books explaining the story of Malala and explain

how and why she fought for the right to education for all girl

children.

Simultaneously we take note of the tragic reality in all South

Asian countries where millions of children go to bed hungry

and grow up in acute malnutrition resulting in stunting and

underweight, thus affecting their ability to grow up, study and

become good citizens. This is happening after more than two

decades of neoliberal growth in all countries of South Asia.

The story of hunger, unemployment, disease, illiteracy,

homelessness, child labour, gender inequality, discrimination

and deprivation, especially against the excluded social groups

of our region is writ large in every corner of South Asia.

It is considered opinion and our lived experience that ever

since the invasion of neoliberalism into our lands this condition

of all round human misery stands further accentuated by the

day.

Unfortunately, our leaders, who represent the elite of South

Asia are united in importing this economic model which has

spread inequality, human deprivation and erosion of the

quality of life of the millions.

We must remember that this importation of the economic

policies is primarily meant to help the crisis ridden western

world of their own problems. This model is inspired by the

'Washington Consensus' (created by the united action of the

World Bank, the IMF, the WTO and the treasury of the USA) has

been imposed on us either through the Structural Adjustment

Programme or the Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper and not

through the democratic consensus of our people.

Indeed, democracy has also been a casualty in South Asia.

There are continuing obstacles to our progress along

democratic lines. Recent events in different parts of South Asia,

however, witness the rise of democratic struggles. The People,

the Bar Associations, the Judiciary, the constitution making

process, the media and above all civil society has been fighting

relentlessly for advancing and consolidating democratic rights.

Unfortunately, there are attacks and setbacks in our endeavour

and most recently these threats have come from

fundamentalists of different religious origin and even from the



ruling circles of the elite as we have witnessed in Sri Lanka.

At the same time, we renew our pledge to Peace and we

remain committed to the peaceful path of struggle. We call

upon all people's movements and all forms of protest and

mobilisation in south Asia to shun the path of armed

insurrection. There are too many instances where innocent

people are the victims of cross fire and it is time for us to learn

that the rich traditions of peace and non-violence, in the world

and in our region alone must inspire and guide us in our

struggle for a new world- even if it is against imperialism aided

and abetted by the local elite for their own aggrandisement.

We therefore pledge ourselves in favour of a secular,

democratic, humanist order free from discrimination, denial of

dignity, and artificial boundaries that impede our travel and

our friendships, especially at a people to people level. We want

a society that guarantees us all Human rights, especially that

which is contained in the international Bill of Rights.

We want a people friendly Rule of Law based political order

which is guaranteed by a constitutional arrangement in which

sovereignty rests entirely with the people, with the right to

recall corrupt officials along with machinery that can put such

usurpers of power behind the bars, after due process of law.

We call upon all our friends in Civil Society and in people

friendly political processes to wake up to the needs and

aspirations of ordinary people and to strive for a new world

order and to make efforts for the same in South Asia. Let us

prepare well for the Peoples' SAARC and use the coming

opportunity to ascertain the will of the widest sections of civil

society and move forward to defeat the forces of

fundamentalism, elite rule, exploitation, discrimination based

on gender or social group and end all evil within the South

Asia.

It is important that SAAPE help to appraise the situation of

Bhutanese refugees in Nepal. International community has not

been able to significantly contribute to ease this pending

problem. There has been no sign of immediate repatriation of

the refugees by the Nepal government.

Migration across borders and its impact on receiving states

such as the issues in North-East India are foreign related issues

as it shares borders with four foreign countries. There are major

problems resulting from these cross border linkages.

Infiltration from Bangladesh has brought about various

problems to ethnic communities who are struggling for their

rights and ownership to resources. Hence, land grabbing has a

completely different meaning for ethnic people.

There should be an emergency strategy of SAAPE so as to have

a focal point to take immediate actions which will help us to

stand up as South Asia, against tragic incidents such as the case

of Malala. A People’s Coalition has to be formed and perhaps it

can be linked with the Special Team about to be formed for

Afghanistan.

Trade Measures should have a “Look East” policy. We should

critically look at on trade policies being implemented in South

Asia by World Bank, IMF etc. to have people’s views on the

impact on these policies.

‘Rights to Minorities’ and ‘No to Majoritarianism’, ‘full citizenship

with all entitlements to minorities’: There have been cases of

cross border inceptions where migrants have not been treated

well even within legal framework. States have clear doctrines

and secretarisation of migration for the interest of national

sovereignty and security. There are bilateral and trilateral

interests, political pressure and diplomatic protocol to be

maintained. In this connection, civil societies should work

together to develop a mechanism to work in terms of

protecting people who are crossing the border.

Peoples' SAARC and Official SAARC relationship has to be

linked and maintained so that the two bodies do not work in

isolation.

India must not give military aid to South Asia. It is the

responsibility of the Indian civil society to break this and show

the attitude that Indian politicians are to blame not the Indians

in general.

Land and natural resource grab in South Asia is the serious

issue that has led to the alienation of people from their rights

to live and rights to livelihoods. The land grabbing process

must be stopped urgently.

19 December 2012
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1.8 Declaration of South Asian Conference on
Women’s Political Participation and Representation

11-12, September 2013, Kathmandu Nepal

We the women rights campaigners from south Asian Countries

working in members of parliament, political parties, civil

society organisations, business and academia gathered in

Kathmandu on 11 and 12 September 2013 on the invitation of

All Nepal Women’s Association to acknowledge the women’s

struggle, to enhance the solidarity and strengthened the

regional and in country movement for women’s equal political

participation and representation in the south Asian countries

have collectively agreed that engendering politics and

governance is an urgent needs for peace, prosperity and to end

human poverty in south Asian region.

Realising the marginalisation and structural exclusion of

women from governance and political participation has

reinforced the feminisation of poverty;

Confirming the discrimination and violence against women are

further hindering women’s accession and influence in politics

and governance;

Reaffirming the exclusion of women from politics and

governance is violation of fundamental human rights and

breaches the spirit of universal declaration of human rights;

Recognising the women’s meaningful engagement in politics

and governance can contribute for reducing gaps in society

and promotion of peace and dignity for all;

Reconfirming Women’s participation in politics and

governance is not an endowment rather entitlement of women

and compensation for historical and structural exclusion of

women;

Recalling the 14 points declaration made by South Asian

Women’s Conference in 2009 for breaking barriers and claiming

women’s space in south Asia

Call for political parties, governments and civil society

organisations including mass media for taking adequate steps

with sincere commitment and practical realisation for equal

representation and participation of women in politics and

governance;

The conference appeal for following actions to engender

politics and governance in south Asia:

1. Citizenship is the foundation for accessing and influencing

politics and governance, we call government of south

Asian countries to ensure full and equal citizenship rights

for women

2. Current notion of delegative liberal democracy model is

failed to ensure women’s proportionate participation, we

demand for reforming democratic system to be more

progressive, women friendly and able to recognize and

adequately respond the women’s needs

3. The election modalities on are crucial for attaining women’s

proportionate participation, we appeal the election

commissions of south Asian countries to practice special

gender policy that promotes ethical, safer and adequate

legislative measures for making women’s equal

representation and participation in election in many ways

as voter, candidate, political campaigner and election

observer as well as electoral officials.

4. Criminalisation of politics and corruption in political system

has further hindered women’s participation and

representation in governance, we call upon political

parties, governments, civil society and media to expose the

crimes and corruption in politics and to seek accountability

and political integrity from political parties.

5. Women’s political participation and representation in

governance is adversely influenced by all discriminatory

and harmful cultural practices including early marriages,

dowry, violence against women, misconception of

witchcraft, exclusion from education and economic

engagement.

6. We call government and civil society to take adequate

effective actions to end such kind of structural cultural

barriers against women’s equality in society.

7. The patriarchal mind-set among the male dominated

parliamentary system has not recognised women’s

competency, the conference call for interventions on

changing the patriarchy mind-set among political leaders

and parliamentarians.

8. We declare united regional movement lead by women

political leaders together with activists, civil society,

workers’ union, academia and business sector to further



1.9 Kathmandu Declaration 2016
Fifth General Assembly, 2-3 September 2016

We, the members of the Fifth General Assembly, of SAAPE,

having met at Kathmandu, Nepal from 2-3, September, 2016,

do hereby, unanimously adopt this declaration.

We have assembled at this fifth General Assembly as South

Asians drawn from Afghanistan, Bhutan, India, Sri Lanka,

Bangladesh, Pakistan, Maldives and Nepal and taken note of

the emerging situation in our respective countries and in South

Asia.

We are deeply disturbed at the all-round degradation in the

quality of life that the majority of South Asians are

experiencing. We witness increasing deprivations in the

human, cultural, economic, social and political spheres of our

people. 

1. We condemn the warmongering and spawning of trans-

border hostilities by South Asian states to suit their

sectarian political interests. We condemn the violence,

cruelty, arson and looting injected by extraneous thinking

into the locality, the class room, the market place or the

place of worship. 

2. We condemn religious fanaticism and its recourse to

terrorist methods in which unarmed civilians are the worst

affected. Indeed, this sort of terrorist attacks has become

one of the major challenges for most of the countries in

South Asia. We unequivocally denounce the use of terror

against civilian populations in all forms and circumstances.

Today, that means first and foremost we must condemn

the bombings, suicide attacks and other means of

terrorism. The attack on the Holey Artisan Bakery in

Gulshan, Bangladesh; the series of terrorist attacks in

Pakistan and Afghanistan; the rise of various religious

fundamentalisms across South Asia all bear signs of a

society where violence has become a norm and religion is

routinely used to silence voices of reason and compassion.

We demand that states restrain from supporting

groups/organisations that attack unarmed civilians for

political or other goals.

3. We pledge to carve out a new narrative of radical peace

and equality from the ruins of our violent past. All the

progressive, secular and democratic forces must come and

stand together, under the banner of radical peace, justice

and equality for all. Despite all the setbacks of the last few

years, the potential growth of a genuinely progressive

alternative has not been extinguished and, most

importantly, has never been more necessary than now.

4. We must also condemn acts of terror when these are

perpetrated by our own governments. We strongly

denounce the repeated acts of state-terrorism by the South

Asian governments. We condemn state-terror pursued by

repressive movements, suspending civil liberties,

militarising the public space, hardening the Penal Code

and rousing religious and racial animosity. Perpetuating a

coercive police-state in the guise of so-called anti-terrorism

agreements, do not address the root causes. These are only

reclaiming women’s equal space in politics and governance

of south Asia.

9. We acknowledge and appreciate the steps taken by

people, women and political parties of Nepal to have one-

third women parliamentarians in past constitution

assembly. We are not fully assured the continuity of 33

percent participation in upcoming election. We call for

political parties, in solidarity with struggling civil society

and women leaders, at least to institutionalise the 33

percent women’s representation in upcoming constitution

assembly, to have 50 percent participation in local

governments and to move ahead for equal women’s

representation at all level of political parties and

governance.

We thank the Rt. Honourable President of federal democratic

republic of Nepal Dr. Ram Baran Yadav for availing his precious

time and encouragement provided to the participants of the

conference. We also thank the Rt. Honourable vice president of

federal democratic republic of Nepal, Paramananda Jha for his

encouraging speech and being with us during inauguration of

this conference.

Celebrate women power for peace, justice and dignity!

12 September 2013, Kathmandu Nepal
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superficial answers dished out to masses and contribute to

the endless spiral of global terror.

5. We also condemn another form of terrorism – that

imposed by neo-liberal economic fundamentalism - in all

South Asian countries millions of children go to bed hungry

and grow up in acute malnutrition resulting in stunting and

underweight, thus affecting their ability to study, grow up

and live without full citizenships due to increasing income

gaps. This is happening after more than two decades of

neoliberal growth in all countries of South Asia. The story

of hunger, unemployment, disease, illiteracy,

homelessness, child labour, gender inequality,

discrimination and deprivation, especially against the

excluded social groups of our region is writ large in every

corner of South Asia. It is our considered opinion and our

lived experience that this condition of all round human

misery stands further accentuated ever since neo-

liberalism invaded our lands. Unfortunately, the ruling class

across the region in spite of their mutual differences and

hostilities are united in imposing this economic model

which has spread inequality, human deprivation,

discrimination and erosion of the quality of life of the

millions.

6. SAAPE stands committed to help to appraise the situation

of Bhutanese refugees in Nepal. International community

has not been able to significantly contribute to ease this

pending problem. There has been no sign of immediate

repatriation of the refugees by the Nepal government. The

Bhutan government is adamant in refusing the refugees’

right to return.

We also demand that Sri Lankan refugees wanting to stay back

in India are given citizenship. The Sri Lanka government must

provide security and assistance to those wanting to be in their

homeland.

7. We demand ‘Rights to Minorities’ and ‘No to

Majoritarianism’, ‘full citizenship with all entitlements to

minorities’. All cases of cross border inceptions where

migrants have not been treated well even within legal

framework must stop. We also demand full citizenship

rights for migrant workers.

8. We demand that People’s SAARC and the Official SAARC

are linked and exchanges are maintained so that the two

bodies do not work in isolation. People’s SAARC should be

accredited with Observer status, to voice grass-roots

opinion and work for a better South Asia.

9. Land and natural resource grab in South Asia is the serious

issue that has led to the alienation of people from their

rights to live and rights to livelihoods. The land grabbing

process must be stopped urgently. We demand rational

utilisation of natural resources and democratic control of

communities over them to eradicate poverty. A democratic

and ecological regional planning for water and other

resources must be ensured as a priority.

10. We urge states to respect the rights of land locked

countries of the region.

11. We urge states to unilaterally repudiate sovereign debts.

12. We realise that the marginalisation and structural exclusion

of women from governance, economic and political

participation has reinforced the feminisation of poverty;

discrimination and violence against women are further

hindering women’s accession and influence in politics and

governance; exclusion of women and other sexual

minorities from politics and governance is a violation of

fundamental human rights and breaches the spirit of the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We recognise that

women’s meaningful engagement in politics and

governance can contribute in reducing gaps in society and

promoting peace and dignity for all. We reconfirm that

women’s participation in politics and governance is a right.

The historical and structural exclusion of women needs to

end. All forms of patriarchal authority need to end. Violence

against women must have zero tolerance in society.

13. We therefore pledge ourselves in favour of a secular,

democratic, humanist order free from discrimination of all

kinds, denial of dignity, and artificial boundaries that

impede our travel and our friendships, especially at a

people to people level. We demand barrier free movement

and visa free regime. We want a society that guarantees us

all Human rights, especially that which is contained in the

international Bill of Rights. We want the South Asian

governments to ratify all Human Rights conventions and

implement them strictly. The South Asian society can only

claim itself democratic when the rights of people at the

bottom are guaranteed.

14. We want a people friendly Rule of Law based political order

which is guaranteed by a constitutional arrangement in

which Sovereignty rests entirely with the people, with the

right to recall corrupt officials along with the machinery

that can put such usurpers of power behind the bars, after

due process of law.



15. The SAARC charter as well as the agreements must be

immediately implemented.

16. We call upon all our friends in Civil Society and in people

friendly political processes to wake up to the needs and

aspirations of ordinary people and to strive for a new world

order and to make efforts for the same in South Asia. Let us

prepare well for the People's SAARC and use the coming

opportunity to ascertain the will of the widest sections of

civil society and move forward to defeat the forces of

fundamentalism, elite rule, and exploitation, discrimination

based on gender or social group affiliations and end all

forms of poverty, inequalities & religious fundamentalism.

17. Full social security needs to be guaranteed for all

vulnerable populations in South Asian countries by

national governments. Given the rise of inequalities this is

mandatory. We must ensure minimum living wage and job-

security for all workers in the region.

18. We are aware that catastrophic levels of climate change

would make the poor even more vulnerable. To fight that

we need to institute sustainable patterns of production and

consumption. We demand that governments takes

affirmative steps and firmly commits to hold global

warming below 2° Celsius increase. This would imply

phasing out fossil fuels, investments in renewable energy,

stopping the loss of biodiversity, and ending overfishing,

deforestation, and desertification.

19. While we appreciate the Sustainable Development Goals'

affirmation to reduce inequality, combat climate change,

strengthen labour rights, eliminate Western agricultural

subsidies, etc. we have apprehensions that the efforts to

eradicate global poverty only through economic growth,

export-oriented models, trade liberalisation, etc. within the

existing neo-liberal paradigm would be counter-

productive and perpetuate poverty. We assert that the

attainment of SDGs are dependent on structurally

changing the current socio-economic model and its

institutions.

10 September 2016

1.10 Kathmandu Declaration of the South Asia Peasants’ Convergence
February 2 and 3, 2017, Kathmandu, Nepal

We, the representatives of South Asian peasant organisations,

agricultural labourer unions, plantation workers unions, young

farmers, women, landless and Dalits, Adivasis, small and

marginal farmers, pastoralist and herders and other small food

producers gathered here in Kathmandu, call upon all

progressive organisations and social movements to transform

and fight for building a just society based on equitable

distribution of resources and ensure access to and control of

producers in productive resources along with land, finance and

technology.

South Asia is home to around a billion peasants and

agricultural workers. We gather here to celebrate their

struggles and join hand in hand to fight united against all the

challenges we face especially due to increasing right wing

capitalist and large corporations’ attacks and erosion of our

formerly acquired rights. We gather here strengthened by the

spirit of our friends and leaders and all those whose courage

and commitment to our democratic struggles inspire us. We

would take this opportunity to extend cooperation and

solidarity between people to people, in fact peasants to

peasants across the South Asian region for resisting all

attempts to turn this region into a battlefield or a looting

ground by vested interest groups. We condemn all attempts by

governments to interfere in the affairs of other countries. We

would continue to struggle to make this region peaceful,

prosperous and an example of cross-border solidarity.

We are facing a deeper and more severe financial, ethical,

social, political and institutional crisis than ever, in terms of

food, labour, energy, economy, climate and ecology created by

neo-liberal capitalism. We are aware of the prevailing deep

rooted hunger, poverty and malnutrition in the region and we

also have a common understanding of its structural causes. We

are alarmed by the grave issues of agricultural crisis, including

land grabbing, climate change, corporate agriculture and

mono-cropping, chemical farming and GMOs and loss of

peasants’ rights that have been impoverishing the peasantry
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and the working class of our region. A large number of farmers,

close to 5 lakhs (500,000) in the region, have resorted to

suicides as the only way to escape poverty in India, Pakistan

and Sri Lanka. We oppose the use of agricultural land in other

non-agricultural activities. We condemn the forcible

acquisition of agricultural lands in the name of energy and

other infrastructure projects. Faced with such situation there

is an urgent need to build a stronger resistance. We would fight

for a region where peasants and farmers have decent

livelihood, respect and prosperity from farming.

There is also an increasing control of imperialist forces, namely,

the World Trade Organisation (WTO), World Bank (WB), Asian

Development Bank (ADB) and International Monetary Fund

(IMF). The impacts of WTO dictated policies of liberalisation,

deregulation and privatisation along with WTO’s Agreement

on Agriculture (AoA) with its provision of market access,

reduction of farm export subsidies and domestic support to

agriculture has proven detrimental to farmers. We continue to

fight to keep WTO and FTAs out of agriculture. We deeply

condemn business and intervention in the name of poverty

reduction programmes by the World Bank, IMF and ADB

including micro-credits which have devastated thousands of

peasants and the rural poor and are responsible for farmers’

suicides.

At the same time, it is evident that we cannot simply fight to

maintain the peasants in whatever condition they are in.

Rather, the goal has to be modernisation, which will have to

be democratic, culturally appropriate, take ecological concerns

into account, and be based on policies that ensure that all

sectors of concerned people are genuinely part of the actual

policy making and implementation process. We want to

collectively work to make farming a decent source of livelihood

and income. The States must ensure that farming is attractive

for the youth. We demand more agro-based industries and

rural development. The States must make public expenditure

in agriculture including the creation of infrastructure.

Access to resources including land, water, seed, etc., remains a

key question for the agrarian transformation and well-being of

peasantry. We demand comprehensive agrarian reforms

including scientific land reforms. This means ensuring full

access over land, recognising indigenous peoples’ legal rights

to their territories, guaranteeing fishing communities’ access

and control of fishing areas and ecosystems, and recognising

pastoral migratory routes. We know that only such reform

ensures a future for rural youth and reduce the rapid migration

of youth from rural areas.

We reaffirm that food sovereignty is the fundamental right of

all people and societies should control food and agricultural

systems and policies, ensuring everyone adequate, affordable,

nutritious and culturally appropriate food. Not only the

indigenous knowledge and sustainable practices in farming

have been seriously destroyed by the conventional farming,

but also it has given the control of seeds and many other

resources into the hands of few companies and elites.

Therefore, we defend agro-ecology to conserve biodiversity,

cool the planet and protect our soils and seeds. Our agro-

ecological model can not only feed all of humanity but is also

a way to stop the advancement of climate crisis through local

production in harmony with our forests and waterways,

enhancing diversity and returning organic matter to natural

cycles.

Our struggle is to build a society based on justice, equality,

peace, development and prosperity. We demand respect for

all women rights. We demand an end to the conflicts and wars

over appropriation, proliferation of military bases and

criminalisation of dissent and reaffirm our support to create

and maintain unity in diversity. We present our vision which is

inclusive, broad-based, practical, radical and hopeful as an

invitation to join us in transforming our societies and

protecting the earth.

We reaffirm ourselves to the alternative vision of political,

social, economic and cultural systems to enable ecological,

social and sustainable development of the region that

eliminates all forms of discrimination based on class, gender,

sexuality, disabilities, caste, ethnicity, religion, language and

geography; which leads to a situation free from exploitation

and oppression.

We demand:

1. The effective implementation of food sovereignty as the

fundamental right of people and ensure, their access to

resources including seeds.

2. The end of neo-liberalism designed by corporations and

operated through markets that favour unjust profiteering

over people’s sustainable development and deny peoples’

collective rights to commons;

3. Recognition, promotion and implementation of people-

centred cooperation at all levels to resolve issues and

problems of South Asia. We demand that SAARC meetings

should be held according to plan.

4. Encouragement to locally produced organic foods initially

with supply to schools and hospitals.



5. Take WTO and FTAs out of agriculture. Ensure that

agriculture is our way of life, our livelihood, our culture, our

food, and our way of relating with the nature.

6. Ensure comprehensive agrarian reform to guarantee

dignified livelihood of peasants and maintain ecological

balance.

7. Ensure equal rights to and use of land for women. Ensure

justice and equality for women, which require the

transformation of social and economic arrangements,

including access to land, credit, education, social benefits

and power.

8. Include the rights to compensation for all those who

participate in food production and care of natural resources

– fisher-folk, indigenous peoples, landless workers,

pastoralists and forest dwellers.

9. Supply subsidised and cheap inputs to individual farmers

and guarantee crop insurance. Ensure Minimum Support

Prices for small farmers. Increase the State budget

allocation in agriculture.

10. Apply ILO convention on agricultural workers across the

region and recognise them as workers and frame national

labour laws. Implement equal wages for equal work for

men and women and the prohibition of child labour in

hazardous occupation.

11. Recognise Right to Employment and implement

employment guarantee policies in all countries with decent

wages.

12. End all forms of social discrimination, abolish bondage and

child labour.

13. The respect for rights of landlocked countries. We demand

that our government should respect the South Asian Free

Trade Agreement, Indo-Nepal Treaty of Peace and

Friendship - 1950; Motor Vehicle Agreement among

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal (BBIN) - 2015;

Convention on Transit Trade of Land-locked States - 1965

and United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea -

1982.

14. Effective implementation of land use policy in each country

ensuring protection of fertile farming land. We also

demand to stop Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in primary

production of agriculture.

1.11 Declarations: South Asian Women's Convergence on Local Governance and
Women's Political Participation in South Asia

Expanding spaces and enhancing rights for equality and justice

We, the women rights campaigners from South Asian countries

(Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka)

working as members of parliament, in political parties, civil

society organisations, business and academia, gathered in

Kathmandu on 6 and 7 August 2017 on the invitation of All

Nepal Women’s Association (ANWA) to acknowledge and

extend solidarity to the women’s struggle and to converge the

idea for expanding spaces and enhancing rights of women’s

participation at local governance in South Asia. We collectively

acknowledge that including women in local governments is an

essential first step towards creating gender equal society,

governments and gender sensitive policies in the South Asian

region.

Local government ensures people’s access to politics at a very

grassroots level and is a vital building block for any democracy.

Although women’s political participation in South Asia has

received significant attention over the years, their presence in

the local level of democracy has been inadequate and even

their existing participation has been overshadowed by their

secondary role to that of their male counterpart. Patriarchal

mind-set and political structures, social values and traditions

and extremist fundamental religious influences stand as strong

impediments against enhancing women’s meaningful

engagement in politics and local governance. Some progress

has been made but the progress is insufficient provided that

women in South Asia are still underrepresented in decision-

making and leadership positions and the lacklustre

implementation of the internationally agreed agreements

including the Beijing Platform for Action and currently the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We recognise that
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women’s participation in local governance not only enhances

their rights and space but also strengthens democracy, and

their exclusion is a violation of fundamental human rights and

a breach of the spirit of universal declaration of human rights.

Reconfirming that women’s participation in politics and

governance is not an endowment rather entitlement of women

and compensation for historical and structural exclusion of

women, we call upon political parties, governments, civil

society organisations, and mass media in South Asia to take

adequate steps to ensure women’s equal representation and

political participation in local governance. It is men who have

been exercising power in most spaces, political and otherwise. 

The convergence appeals the relevant stakeholders to take the

following actions to ensure and enhance women’s active

participation in politics and expand these spaces through

democratic processes.

- We urge the political parties of South Asia to provide a

minimum of 33 per cent of the seats for women’s

representation at all decision-making levels in the party

machinery and to create a gender sensitive environment

in the inner-party culture. We expect this percentage to rise

to over 50 percent as women form half of the world’s

population and their presence in equal numbers in the

political and decision-making levels is as important.

Reservations in direct elections are also imperative.

- We call upon political leaders to effectively prove their

commitment to the non-negotiable cause of equal rights

and opportunities for women by formulating policies,

enacting laws, creating a conducive environment and

allocating resources to increase women’s participation at

all levels of governance and to respect all international

obligations, including the 1995 Beijing Platform for Action

and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

- We demand that quotas, reservations and other

mechanisms be introduced in all countries of South Asia

so that all South Asian countries achieve at least 33 per

cent representation of women by the year 2020. Effective

implementation of these quotas, ensuring they are filled

and making special provisions in countries where such

provisions are not yet in existence is necessary.

- We call upon all women and the parties/organisations they

belong to, to work towards feminist goals of bringing more

women into political decision-making by using their voting

rights.

- We urge governments across South Asia to work towards

gender friendly markets and economic policies, to

economically empower women and on labour laws and

social security for women working in the informal sector.

- Ensuring access to education, capacity building and

furthering leadership development for women in the

region is another challenge that all sections should take up

on a priority basis.

- It would be imperative for women’s organisations to

establish connects with parliamentarians and women in

political parties, as one of the means of promoting

women’s participation and bringing women's issues to the

foreground.

- Patriarchy masquerading as religion and majority religious

fundamentalism/extremism has adversely affected

women’s rights, pushing women back into the realm of

their homes, thereby hindering the process of their

participation in public life. We urge States and civil society

to address the issue of religious fundamentalism of all

kinds and guarantee women equal rights as enshrined in

most of their respective constitutions.

- We urge all those working on issues concerning women,

their participation in public life, on securing them their

rights to come together, as most of the issues faced by

women in South have many commonalities. Hence,

learning from best practices wherever possible and

standing in solidarity with their counterparts, pressuring

governments to take up their cause is also imperative.

- We demand that mechanisms be created for women to be

elected and appointed to all decision-making structures

and secretariat of the South Asian Association for Regional

Co-operation (SAARC) ensuring their 33 per cent

representation.

We make a solemn pledge to continue to struggle for women’s

political rights and ensure their fair representation in all State

mechanisms at local level.

7 August 2017



1.12 Negombo Declaration
End Gender Inequality through Fiscal Justice and Access to Basic Rights!

19-20 November 2018, Negombo, Sri Lanka

We, the people of South Asia from Afghanistan, Bangladesh,

India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka working as

members of parliament, in political parties, civil society and

mass-based organisations, business and academia, gathered

in Negombo, Sri Lanka on 19 and 20th of November 2018 at

the South Asian Women’s Convergence on Addressing Gender

Inequality through Fiscal Justice and Access to Basic Rights, are

extremely concerned about the staggering level of inequalities

affecting millions of women in South Asia. We resolve not to

be silent but rather, to fight to create a fair and equal society.

• We express grave concerns about the concentration of

wealth in the hands of a few and call upon states to take

immediate measures to reduce the rising inequality.

• We demand that South Asian governments make

immediate efforts to increase the tax to GDP ratio to

mobilise tax revenue through progressive direct taxes and

reduce the burden of indirect taxes.

• End unproductive tax incentives, tax exemptions and tax

holidays under the pretext of attracting investments that

drains public tax revenue. The South Asian states must

come together and collaborate to end this race to the

bottom.

• Increase public spending on priority social sectors such as

education, health and social protection in order to address

inequality from which women will gain more. Reduce

military and other unproductive expenditure.

• We demand that states take pro-active initiatives to end

gender pay gap. Living wages should be ensured for every

trade and occupation.

• We demand that South Asian governments recognise,

reduce and redistribute women’s unpaid care work

through valuation, technological innovations and

investment to free women of such oppression.

• Expedite process of gender budgeting and engage

women’s group to work on the gender budgeting and

taking care of gender dimensions.

• Invest in promoting women-led business and enterprises.

• Ensure equal representation of women in all decision

making bodies, especially, in all fiscal policy-making

process, implementation and monitoring.

To achieve these demand, we decide to come together and,

• Campaign across the region to create awareness around

the issues.

• Train & mobilise people around the demands and create

visible actions across the region.

• Unite South Asians to raise their voice in unison to demand

an end to gender inequality.

• As an immediate action, we all agree to arrange public

mobilisations during World Economic Forum in Davos,

Switzerland, between 18-25 January 2019 in Nepal,

Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan, as

a part of worldwide movement against inequality. The

mobilisations will include demonstrations, rallies, art work,

musical performance, cartoons etc.
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1.13 Kathmandu Declaration
Tax and Fiscal Justice to Address Rising Inequality in South Asia

27-30 March 2019, Kathmandu, Nepal

We, citizens of several South Asian countries- Bangladesh, India,

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka- who are working for the rights of

the common people in various sectors as members of parliament,

political parties, civil society and mass-based organisations,

academia and activists, gathered in Kathmandu, Nepal from 27

to 30th of March 2019 to discuss importance of tax and fiscal

policies and the role of public spending on addressing multiple

inequalities in the region. We are very concerned about the

shocking rise in inequalities affecting millions of people especially

women and working class people in South Asia. Therefore, as we

promised in our first convergence held in Negombo, Sri Lanka in

November 2018 not to be silent and fight to create fairer and

more equal societies for our children and future generations, we

reiterate our concerns listed below.

1. We are deeply concerned with the adverse impacts of indirect

taxes that are imposed on daily essentials, including health

and educational needs of people; the tax regime exempts the

rich from taxes and helps them accumulate wealth, while it

deprives common people of even the most basic needs.

2. We appreciate the policy commitment of South Asian

Governments to gender-responsive budgeting, yet the

budget policies and procedures are not gender sensitive and

responsive leading to narrowing of the space and

opportunities for promoting gender justice in governance

system and public spending.

3. We demand that the governments of South Asian countries

make immediate efforts to revisit their tax regime and make

it progressive in order to increase the tax to GDP ratio, to

mobilize tax revenue through progressive direct taxes and

reduce the burden of indirect taxes.

4. We express our grave concerns on the concentration of

wealth in the hands of a few. We condemn the neo-liberal

economic policies that promote elite capture of politics and

national economy causing a rise in the wealth concentration.

We call upon the governments of countries in South Asia to

take immediate policy interventions and programmatic

measures that prevent elites from capturing the policy and

governance space, and redistribute resources to the people

and protect the life of the common people.

5. We observe the consistent rise in the military and defense

expenditures in many South Asian Countries that contribute

to the weakening of democracy, justice and human rights of

its citizens. We call upon the governments to redirect the

budget towards education, health and social protection for

the citizens.

6. We demand that the concerned governments rationalize tax

incentives, tax exemptions and tax holidays, and end those

that are unproductive but are given on the pretext of

attracting investments. Such measures drain the public

exchequer of tax revenue and result in increased inequality.

We call upon the governments of South Asian countries to

come together, collaborate and promote south-south

cooperation aiming to promote peaceful co-existence and

united South Asia to fight unfair world economic order.

7. The wage gaps have been observed to be very high and not

proportionate to market inflation. The working class people

are strained and distressed with their income. Women

workers and their dominant sectors of engagement such as

agriculture, domestic work and care work are subjected to

low wages and no wages. We demand that the governments

must take pro-active initiatives to end the gender pay gap,

ensure appropriate and liveable wages that would lead to a

decent life for all occupations, for men and women, and in

women dominant labour sectors.

8. We demand that South Asian governments recognize, reduce

and redistribute women’s unpaid work, especially care work,

through valuation and equal distribution of household

responsibilities for both men and women.

9. We demand the promotion of representation of women and

working-class people in decision making and political

processes and institutions as they are essential for challenging

all the causes of inequalities. We urge the political parties and

the governments of South Asian countries to provide a

minimum of 33 per cent of the seats for women’s

participation at all decision-making levels in the party and in

the state machinery to create a gender-sensitive

environment. We expect this percentage to rise to 50 per cent

as women form half of the world’s population and their

presence in equal numbers in the political and decision-

making levels is important to reduce inequality.



10. We demand the governments to publish the status of capital

flight and tax evasion by individuals and corporate entities in

the form of a White Paper on a regular basis. We also demand

strong legal provisions and implementation of existing laws

to disqualify tax evaders from the electoral process and in any

public position.

11. We the people’s campaigns and organisations in South Asia

would commit ourselves to take a firm step on our struggle

for challenging inequality and would continue engagement

with governments and people's movement for creating fair

and just economic order at our national and regional levels.

As per our commitment during the Negombo Convergence 2018

to unite South Asians and mobilize them to create visible actions,

we have formed a South Asia Tax and Fiscal Justice Alliance to

organize campaigns for tax and fiscal justice and to fight against

inequality in South Asia region. We all, the participating

individuals and organisations, are members of this initiative and

would like to call upon all interested individuals, organisations

and movements to join the alliance to address a crucial situation

of rising inequality and the role of taxation and public spending

at national and regional levels.

To achieve these demands, we decide to come together and,

• Campaign across the region to create awareness on tax and

fiscal justice and its importance in reducing inequality.

• Train and mobilize people around the demands and create

visible actions across the region. • Engage in evidence-based

advocacy at local, national and regional levels to make our

demands more evidence-based and conduct research at the

national level on taxation to come up with appropriate

analysis to make the system more progressive to reduce the

inequality.

• Pressurize the governments to include the elements of

gender responsiveness while formulating budget so as to

ensure the collection and allocation of public resources is

carried out in such a way that are effective and contribute to

gender justice and promote women’s empowerment.
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Governance

A. General Assembly (GA)

General Assembly (GA) is the highest political governance body

of the SAAPE that takes place every 3 years. The GA is

comprised of Core Committee (CC) members, representative

of Regional Campaign Focal Organisations (RCFOs), founding

members of SAAPE, Regional Coordinator (RC), Secretariat Staff

and selected representatives of County Campaign

Organisations (CCOs) representing different themes who meet

in every three years to give policy directions to the SAAPE. Core

Committee members of the respective country will

recommend secretariat to nominate the selected

representative from CCOs and founding members for the GA.

GA’s main functions are:

1) Review the policy and programmes and provide general

political and policy direction/strategies (assesses 3 years’

overall progress, relevance, effectiveness and impact of

SAAPE’s activities, synthesise learning and strategize/re-

strategize the future direction, approves three years’

programmes and plans)

2) Elect the CC members for next 3 years

3) Elect Regional Coordinator (RC) for next 3 years

4) Elect/Select Regional Campaign Focal Organisations

(RCFOs) for next 3 years

5) Select host for Secretariat for next 3 years

6) Review 3 years’ financial report, assess the effectiveness of

the budget allocation and expenditure, draw lessons of

past 3 years’ programme and activities 

Functions of General Members

• Participate in GA and contribute to the overall strategic

direction of SAAPE.

• Engage in planning and implementation of campaign

activities at country level

• Identify and collaborate with like-minded social

movements and link them to the SAAPE campaigns 

• Represent SAAPE at national and regional level

• Implementing the specific campaigns; Come up with

specific strategy, concept note, work plan with a timeframe

and coordinate with relevant political processes

• Coordinate with Core Committee (CC) members in

respective countries and Secretariat through periodic

reports

B. Annual General Meeting (AGM)

This is annual face to face meeting which is comprised of Core

Committee (CC) members, representative of Regional

Campaign Focal Organisations (RCFOs), selected founding

members, Regional Coordinator (RC), Secretariat Staff and

selected representatives of County Campaign Organisations

(CCOs) representing different themes. Core Committee will

recommend secretariat to nominate the selected

representative from CCOs and founding members for the AGM.

The AGM serves the purpose of annual review (progress) and

planning of the SAAPE initiatives both at programmatic as well

as administrative levels. Its main functions are:

1) Review and reflect on the activities implemented in the

past years, draw lessons and provide feedback to the

secretariat, CCOs and RCFOs.

2) Review the annual audit, assess the effectiveness of the

budget allocation and expenditure, analyse the auditor’s

report and plan for incorporating the suggestions of

auditors to SAAPE’s management and operation

3) Discuss the annual plan and budget and approve them

4) Provide political and administrative guidelines to the

secretariat and the CC

5) Provide oversight and supervision that the management

and operations are legally compliant

6) Makes self-assessment of the effectiveness of the

management and operations of SAAPE

C. Core Committee (CC)

For the purpose of providing political leadership to the SAAPE,

it was started with 15 members CC comprising from the RCFOs,

Annexure 2: SAAPE Governance and Administrative Guidelines- 2016

This guideline is prepared for the operation of activities of South Asia Alliance for Poverty Eradication (SAAPE).
All administrative operations must be carried out in compliance with the provisions of this guideline.



country groups, European partner organisations (in observer

status) and the Secretariat elected by 2nd GA held in

Kathmandu in 2001. From July 2006, the number of CC

members was extended to 20 members comprising of two

representatives from each south Asian countries (16), three

representatives from RCFOs and the Regional Coordinator.

The tenure of CC members is 3 years. They can be re-elected

for one more term (it means the CC member can continue till

6 years- two term). The term of Regional Coordinator is also for

3 years and it can be extended for subsequent terms based on

the performance and leadership quality. This maximum two

terms conditions applies only for continuous terms. If there will

be break in between for at least 3 years, the members can again

be re-elected for CC members.

The CC used to meet twice in a year to review and redesign

programmatic intervention strategies at the regional and

international levels. Considering the cost, time and efforts for

physical meeting at regional level and the availability of

communication technology, the Fifth GA held in 2016 took a

decision to physically meet once a year and to organise

electronic meeting (Skype, Video Conference etc.) at least twice

in a year for assessing, monitoring and evaluating the progress

on campaigns and programmes, and also as part of the

monitoring of the, project activities, staff and the work of

secretariat.

The main functions of CC are:

1. Provide political leadership to the SAAPE initiative in

accordance with the directions given by the GA and AGM

2. Take leadership in implementing the programme and

activities and take stock of progress (monitoring) on

periodic basis (at least twice a year)

3. Provide strategic support to and monitor the secretariat in

programmatic and administrative areas of SAAPE's

operation including the performance evaluation of staff at

secretariat (through Regional Coordinator)

4. Identify Regional Campaign Focal Organisations (RCFOs)

5. Review the strategic activities and plans on periodic basis

6. Co-ordinate with similar initiatives at regional and

international level.

Functions of core committee members:

• Provide political leadership- facilitation- take role in

shaping and implementation of policy and strategy of

SAAPE.

• Contribute to prepare and implement the operational

procedures of campaigns.

• Coordinate and or facilitate the country process- identify

the like-minded, critical groups and social movements who

could be the members of SAAPE, organise and link them

to secretariat

• Lobbying and advocacy SAAPE's position in national,

regional and international level- profiling of SAAPE

• Linking and interconnecting SAAPE campaigns

• Exploring possibilities of SAAPE’s collaboration with like-

minded social movements

• Liaising with regional secretariat of SAAPE, general

members and other core committee members

• Monitoring of the activities implemented at national level

in coordination with the regional secretariat.

D. Founding members/Advisers

The Fourth General Assembly held in December 2012 elected

4 members advisory committee from the founding members

in order to provide strategic advice to SAAPE Core Committee

and Secretariat. However, in 5th general assembly held in

Kathmandu in 2016, all advisors opted to be only founding

members of SAAPE (not to be called as Advisors) and they will

provide strategic feedback if CC and secretariat seek the advice

from them based on their expertise. SAAPE is obtaining

following support from the founding members of SAAPE:

1) Intellectual guidance on the original idea of establishing

SAAPE (in linking to the institutional memories)

2) Intellectual support to its publications including poverty

report (some of the founding members are in editorial

board of the SAAPE Poverty Report from 2006)

3) Support in linking to the social movements and academic

institutions who are working on critical issues similar to

SAAPE’s activities.

4) Extend support based on the issues and need of SAAPE 

E. Secretariat

To implement the policies and programmes of SAAPE, a

Secretariat was established in 2001. The secretariat comprises
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regional coordinator and staff members. At present, the

Secretariat is based in Kathmandu, Nepal at Rural

Reconstruction Nepal’ premises (a NGO)- one of the founding

member organisations and hosted by LDC Watch in

Kathmandu, Nepal. The Secretariat facilitates coordination and

expedites the regional as well as country initiatives from the

regional perspective; provides support to the country

initiatives and thematic groups as and when necessary;

disseminates information at the international level; and liaises

with different stakeholders. Secretariat take sole responsibility

in facilitating the implementation of programmes and projects

an implement compliance to donors, government and other

stakeholders. The main functions of Secretariat are: 

1) Administrative/Facilitative wing of GA, AGM and the CC

2) Facilitate implementation, coordination, liaison, etc. with

RCFOs, CCOs, CC members, funding partners and other

stakeholders

3) Facilitate the implementation of the project activities and

provide monitoring support to campaign groups

4) Take responsibility on the fund accountability- facilitate

to prepare budget plan, disbursement, monitoring of the

fund utilisation

5) Take responsibility to prepare project progress and

financial reports for reporting to funding partners

6) Facilitate fund transfer to RCFOs and CCOs to implement

the planned project activities

7) Monitor the utilisation of funds transferred to the RCFOs

and CCOs in consultation with the CC members of the

respective countries

8) Collection of vouchers and bills or audited financial

reports from RCFOs/CCOs after the completion of the

activities

9) Facilitate periodic auditing of the project fund

10) Facilitate staff recruitment, performance evaluation and

monitoring of the staff

11) Prepare 6 monthly progress report to submit to Core

Committee and annual report to submit to AGM and

triennial report to submit to General Assembly

Functions of Regional Coordinator:

Regional coordinator is the head of the SAAPE.

• Provide political leadership- facilitating, take role in

policy implementation, positioning and profiling SAAPE

• Act as head of the secretariat

• Chair GA and AGM and steer to the strategic direction 

• Fund raising

• Strategic networking

• Lobbying and advocacy SAAPE's position in international

level 

• Linking and interconnecting SAAPE campaigns

• Coaching and capacity development of staff

• Monitoring and oversight of the project activities

• Regular reporting to CC and providing feedback to RCFO

ad CCOs

F. Country Campaign Organisations (CCOs)

The CCOs are the Campaign leaders that are responsible for

planning, implementation, monitoring of the programme

activities falling under their respective themes. Based on the

regional nature of the SAAPE campaigns and movements, each

of the themes is coordinated by an organisation at the regional

level whereas the activities at the country level are coordinated

by Core Committee members by identifying Country

Campaign Organisations (CCOs) depending on the issues and

themes of the campaigns and activities. Currently, there are

three Regional Campaign Focal Organisations (RCFOs), each

having its Country Campaign Organisations (CCOs) in each

country. The CCOs are supported by other members of the

group to operationalise the SAAPE initiatives in their respective

countries. The RCFOs and CCOs administer activities under

their themes in coordination with CC members and regional

secretariat, whereas, there is also a strong collaboration and

coordination across the themes at all levels of their operation.

The RCFO will be selected by the general assembly or Core

Committee will be mandated by the general assembly to

identify the RCFO to launch the campaign. CC members will

support RCFO to identify campaign partners (CCOs) in

respective countries. Where appropriate, secretariat will also

suggest names of CCOs to RCFOs to consider campaign

partners based on the issues and themes of the campaign to

be launched.

G. Membership

Any individual or group interested in SAAPE initiative and ready

to comply with the common minimum principles

(www.saape.org) can apply for SAAPE membership. The



membership should be awarded by CC meeting in consultation

with RCFOs. Those who are interested to become a member of

SAAPE must submit the online membership application form

through the SAAPE Website- www.saape.org. 

Human Resource Management

Staff based at SAAPE secretariat are recruited in coordination

with regional coordinator through its established competitive

selection process, with due consultation with the CC members,

and Human Resource (HR) Management Team (composed of

the head of the host organisation and SAAPE Regional

Coordinator). If the part time/full time staff are stationed

outside of secretariat office, they will be recruited by the

CCOs/RCFOs in consultation with regional secretariat and CC

members of respective countries. In the process of recruitment,

the CVs of at least three candidates for each position should be

shared with the HR Management Team.

The bench mark of the salary and benefits of the staff shall be

as determined and approved by the CC in recommendation of

regional coordinator and the secretariat makes necessary

payments to all staff as per the service contract/ToRs.

Procurement

Procurement of expertise and specialised services is done by
following a competitive process. All such procurements must
be put in force by signing a standard MoU between the parties
involved. Copies of the MoU and any other supporting
documents must be kept at the secretariat for maintaining
administrative and financial transactions.

Goods and materials is procured as per the standard
administrative guidelines.

Events and activities 

All activities of SAAPE are organised as per approved plan. The
Secretariat, in consultation with the CC, CCOs and RCFOs
facilitates necessary arrangements and documentation of each
activity. The secretariat can assign the regional campaign focal
organisations or other members of the alliance to perform a
certain task relating to an event being taken place in their
respective countries.

Travel authorisation

The participants of any events/campaigns of SAAPE must
comply with the authorisation process as prescribed in the
SAAPE Financial Guidelines for traveling.
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SN Organisation Country Contact Person

1. Women Workers' Help Line (WWHL) Pakistan Thematic Leader: Bushra Khaliq,
ACC: Muhammad Saad Masood

2. BNPS Bangladesh Ms Rokeya Kabir

3. Bangladesh Mohila Muktijaddha Sangsad Bangladesh Dr Makhduma Nargis Ratna

4. Bangladesh Trade Union Kendra Bangladesh Ms Shahida Parvin Shikha

5. University of Dhaka Bangladesh Dr Gitiara Nasreen

6. Cultural activism Bangladesh Afroza Banu

7. Jatiyo Somajtantrik Dal (JSD) Bangladesh Afroza Haq Rina

8. University of Dhaka Bangladesh Dr Shawkat Ara Hossain

9. Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies Bangladesh Dr Pratima-Paul Mojumder

10. Nari Sangbadik Kendra Bangladesh Ms Nasimun Ara Haque Minu

11. Politician, Bangladesh Awami League Bangladesh Dr Shirin Sharmin Chowdhury

12. University of Dhaka Bangladesh Dr Sadeka Halim

13. PRIP TRUST Bangladesh Ms Naznin Pappu

14. BASAS Bangladesh Ms Bandana Nath

15. UNDP Bangladesh Ms Fouzia Khandoker Eva

16. Women’s Alliance for Peace and Democracy Sri Lanka Ms Nimalka Fernando

17. Politician Sri Lanka Ms Shanthini Kongahage

18. Women’s Development Center Sri Lanka Ms Kanthimathy Joy

19. Women’s Centre Sri Lanka Ms Padmini Weerasuriya

20. Centre for Women and Development Sri Lanka Ms Saroja Sivachandraan

21. Mothers and Daughters of Lanka Sri Lanka Nimalka Fernando

22. Institute For Motivating Self-Employment India Ms Ujjaini Halim

23. Astha Sansthan India Ginny Srivastava and Anu Verma

24. ActionAid India India Zakia Jowher

25. Jagaran Nepal Nepal Sharmila Karki

26. Women Workers Help Line Pakistan Ms Bushra Khaliq

27. Women Welfare Society Nepal

28. All Nepal Women's Association Nepal Sita Paudel

29. Civic Concern, Nepal Nepal

30. Society for Health Education Maldives Maryam Whayda

31. Labour Education Foundation Pakistan Zehra Akbar Khan, Khalid Mahmood

32. Educational Training Center for Poor Women and Girls of
Afghanistan (ECW)

Afghanistan Arezo Qanih

33. Manitham Trust India JaibuNisha Reyaz

34. Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan India Zakia Soman

35. Women's Collective Pakistan Mohiba Ahmed



SN Organisation Country Contact Person

1. All Nepal Peasants' Federation Nepal Mr Bal Ram Banskota

2. Youth Peasants' Association Nepal Mr Nahendra Khadka

3. Campaign for Good Governance Bangladesh Ms Uma Chowdhury

4. Lok Sanjh Pakistan Mr Shahid

5. Equity and Justice working group Bangladesh Rezual Karim Chaudhury

6. COAST Bangladesh Rezaul Karim Chowdhury

7.   NAFSO Sri Lanka Mr Herman Kumara

8. IMSE India Dr Ms Ujjaini Halim

9. PKRC Pakistan Farooq Tariq

10. MONLAR Sri Lanka Mr Sarath Fernando

SN Organisation Country Contact Person

11. PILER Pakistan Thematic Leader: Karamat Ali, AOCC: Shujauddin Qureshi

12. United Plantation Workers Union, Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Arumugam Muthulingam

13. Ceylon Bank Employees' Union Sri Lanka M.R.Shah

14. Green Rural Development Organisation (GRDO) Pakistan Ms Sana and Ghulam Hyder

15. Pakistan Kissan Itehad Pakistan Jan Nisar Khalil

16. Nazim Gadap Town Pakistan Ghulam Mutaza Baloch

17. Bhatta Mazdoor Welfare Development Organisation Pakistan Muhammad Eiden

18. All Pakistan Bhatta Mazdoor Union Pakistan M. Hussain Khokhar

19. Mazdoor Mahaz-e-Amal Pakistan Mirza Maqsood Ahmed

20. PPC Pakistan Anushae Alam

21. Sindh Community Foundation Pakistan Niaz Muhammad

22. South Asia Partnership ( SAP-PK) Pakistan Ali Mir Shah

23. Hands Pakistan Mumtaz Ali Khaskehli

24. Latif Bawany Jute Mills Workers Union,Bangladesh Bangladesh Shahidullah Chaudhary

25. Bangladesh Trade Union Centre ( BTU ) Bangladesh Dr Wajed Ul Islam Khan

26. Pakistan Steel Democratic Union Pakistan Syed Mehmood Rehan

27. All Pakistan Trade Unions Organisation (APTUO) Pakistan Mr Habibuddin Junaidi & Mr Bashir Ahmed

28. Umang Development Foundation (UDF) Pakistan Mr Hanif Ramay

29. Anjuman Muzreen Punjab Pakistan Akeela Naz

30. Pakistan Trade Union Federation (PTUF) Pakistan Safadr Hussain Sindhu

31. Muttahida Labour Federation Pakistan (MLFP) Pakistan Gul Rehman

32. Ittehad – e - Zamindaran – o – Kasht karan’s Pukhtoon KHWA & All Pakistan Kissan Ittehad Pakistan Mr Jan Nisar Khalil

33. Pakistan Bhatta Mazdoor Union Pakistan Mahmood Ahmed Butt

34. Labour Education Foundation Pakistan Nasir Mansoor

35. Railway Worker’s Union Pakistan Rao Muhammad Naseem

36. People’s Labour Bureau Pakistan Sheikh Majeed

37. People Help Foundation-Sri Lanka Sri Lanka Abdul Rafeek, Mohammad Haleem

38. Da Bindu Collective Sri Lanka Chamila Thushari

39. NATIONAL CENTRE FOR LABOUR (NCL) India N P SAMY

40. Center for Education and Communication (CEC) India J John

41. Centre for Workers’ Management (CWM) India Rosa Basanti

42. New Trade Union initiative India Gautam Mody

43. General Federation of Nepalese Trade Unions Nepal Umesh Upadhyay/Bishnu Rimal

44. Vimukti Trust/Jeevika India Kiran Kamal

45. Human Rights Alliance Nepal Padma Prasad Khatiwada
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Annexure 4:  SAAPE Advisers and Core Committee members, Campaign Focal Persons
2011

2012
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SN Name Country Organisation

1. Ajit Muricken, CC Member, Thematic Group India VA

2. Arezo Qanih, CC Member Afghanistan Empowerment Centre for Women - ECW

3. Arjun Karki, Regional Coordinator Nepal RRN

4. Babu Mathew, CC Member India CLS

5. Bushra Khaliq, CC Member, Thematic Group Pakistan WWHL

6. Farooq Tariq, CC Member Pakistan PKRC

7. Ganesh BK, CC Member Nepal HR Alliance

8. Herman Kumara, Thematic Group Sri Lanka NAFSO

9. Imad Mo  hammed, CC Member Maldives Maldives NGO Federation

10. Mary Akrami, Thematic Group Afghanistan -

11. Mohiuddin Ahmad, CC Member Bangladesh INCIDIN Bangladesh

12. Netra Timsina, Member Nepal SAAPE

13. Palwasha Hassan, Member Afghanistan -

14. Prem Dangal, CC Member Nepal ANPFa

15. Rokeya Kabir, Thematic Group Bangladesh BNPS

16. Saima Zia, Thematic Group Pakistan LEF

17. Sarba Raj Khadka, Programme Coordinator Nepal RRN

18. Sharmila Karki, CC Member, Thematic Group Nepal ANWA

19. Karamat Ali, CC Member Pakistan PILER

SN Name Country Organisation

1. Ahmed Nizam, CC Member Maldives MNGOF

2. Arjun Karki, Regional Coordinator Nepal RRN

3. Babu Mathew, CC Member India CLS

4. Ganesh Bdr. BK, CC Member Nepal HR Alliance

5. Karamat Ali, CC Member Pakistan PILER

6. Karma Dupthob Bhutan -

7. Netra Prasad Timsina, (designate) Co-ordinator Nepal -

8. Prem Dangal, CC Member Nepal ANPFa

9. Sarba Raj Khadka, Programme Coordinator Nepal RRN

10. Raz M. Dalili, CC Member Afghanistan SDO, Kabul

11. Sharmila Karki, CC Member Nepal ANWA

12. Shobha Raghuram, Adviser & Founding Member India SAAPE

13. Sundara Babu, Member India -

14. V Rukmini Rao, Thematic Group India Centre for World Solidarity (CWS) 

15. Arezo Qanih, CC Member Afghanistan Empowerment Centre for Women - ECW

16. Farooq Tariq, CC Member Pakistan PKRC

17. Herman Kumara, Thematic Group Sri Lanka NAFSO

18. Mohiuddin Ahmed, CC Member Bangladesh -

19. Nimalka Fernando, CC Member Sri Lanka MDL

20. Rokeya Kabir, CC Member Bangladesh BNPS

21. Saima Zia, Thematic Group Pakistan PKRC



2014

2015

SN Name SN Name SN Name

1 Arezo Qanih, CC Member 10 Karamat Ali, CC Member 19 Raz Mohd Dalili, CC Member

2 Arjun Karki, Ex-Regional Coordinator 11 Mohiuddin Ahmad, CC Member 20 Rokeya Kabir, CC Member

3 Babu Mathew, Adviser 12 Nalini Ratnarajah, CC Member 21 Sarba Raj Khadka,  Adviser

4 Balram Banskota, Campaign Focal Person 13 Netra Timsina, Regional Coordinator 22 Sharmila Karki, CC Member

5 DNS Dhakal, CC Member 14 Prabin Manandhar, Member 23 Shobha Raghuram, Adviser

6 Farhat Fatima, Campaign Group 15 Praman Adhikari, SAAPE Secretariat 24 Sita Poudel, Thematic Member

7 Farooq Tariq, CC Member 16 Pramesh Pokhrel, Campaign Member 25 Sushovan Dhar, CC Member

8 Ganesh BK, CC Member 17 Herman Kumara, CC Member 26 Prem Dangal, CC Member

9 Imad Mohamed, CC Member 18 Rakhi Sehgal, CC Member

SN Name Country Organisation

1. Arjun Karki, Ex-Regional Coordinator Nepal RRN

2. Babu Mathew, Adviser India -

3. Sarba Raj Khadka, Adviser Nepal RRN

4. Shobha Raghuram, Adviser India -

5. Raz Mohammad Dalili, CC Member Afghanistan SDO, Kabul

6. Arezo Qanih, CC Member Afghanistan Empowerment Centre for Women - ECW

7. Mohiuddin Ahamed, CC Member Bangladesh

8. Rokeya Kabir, CC Member Bangladesh BNPS

9. Karma Duptho, CC Member Bhutan DNC

10. Rakhi Seghal, CC Member India People’s SAARC, NTUI

11. Sushovan Dhar, CC Member India Progressive Plantation Workers’ Union

12. Ahmad Nizam, CC Member Maldives MNGOF

13. Balram Banskota, CC Member Nepal ANPFa

14. Ganesh BK, CC Member Nepal HR Alliance

15. Sharmila Karki, CC Member Nepal ANWA

16. Farooq Tariq, CC Member Pakistan PKRC

17. Karamat Ali, CC Member Pakistan PILER

18. Nalini Rathnarajah, CC Member Sri Lanka MDR

19. Herman Kumara, CC Member Sri Lanka NAFSO
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SAAPE core committee and regional campaign focal organisation (rcfo) members, 2016-2019

Annexure 5: SAAPE Publications/Reports/News/Events
1. SAAPE Poverty reports – Published Version

SN Name Country Joined in

1. Mr Raz Mohammad Dalili, CC Member Afghanistan 2015

2. Ms Najiba Ayubi, CC Member Afghanistan 2015

3. Ms Rokeya Kabir, CC Member
Ms Sumi Shahnaz

Bangladesh 2015- July 2018
July 2018

4. Mr AKM Mustaque Ali, CC Member Bangladesh 2015

5. Mr Karma Dupthob, CC Member Bhutan 2016

6. -Female position (vacant) Bhutan

7. Mr Sushovan Dhar, CC Member India 2012

8. Ms Zakia Soman, CC Member India 2016

9. Mr Ahmed Nizam, CC Member Maldives 2009

10. Ms Aminath Shazly, CC Member Maldives 2017

11. Dr Padma P. Khatiwada, CC Member Nepal 2016

12. Ms Sharmila Karki, CC Member Nepal 2016

13. Mr Khalid Mahmood, CC Member Pakistan 2016

14. Farhat Fathima, CC Member
Abida Ali, CC Member 

Pakistan Sept 2016-June 2017
August 2018

15. Ms Nalini Rathnarajah, CC Member Sri Lanka 2012

16. Mr Herman Kumara, CC Member Sri Lanka 2012

17. Dr Netra Timsina, Regional Coordinator Nepal 2016

18. Representative from ANPFa Food Sovereignty RCFO Nepal 2012

19. Representative from MDL  Women’s Rights RCFO Sri Lanka 2016

20. Representative from LEF Pakistan 2016

SN Name/Title Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1
Poverty in South Asia 2003: Civil
Society Perspectives

Poverty Report 2003:
Published

October 2003/195 pages Agriculture, Trade, Official Development Assistance, Debt, Privatisation
and Globalisation, Poverty, Gender, Human Rights, Food Security, Role of
Civil Society

2
Poverty in South Asia 2006: Civil
Society Concerns

Poverty Report 2006:
Published

December 2006/144 pages Food Sovereignty, Gender, Labour, Peace, Justice and Demilitarisation &
Governance in South Asia

3
Poverty & Vulnerability Cycles in
South Asia Narratives of survival
and struggles, 2009

Poverty Report 2010:
Published

March 2010/268 pages •Unravelling the structure of poverty and vulnerability in South Asia
•Depletion of natural resources and food insecurity
•Climate change: Risks and hazards
•Development-induced displacement
•Women's conditions and struggles for equality
•Caste: From caste prejudice to full citizenship
•Ethno-religious conflicts, geopolitics and the war on terror
•Distress migration and labour

4
Crises, Vulnerability & Poverty in
South Asia Peoples’ Struggles
for Justice and Dignity

Poverty Report 2013:
Published

September 2013/130 pages •States and Societies in South Asia
•Broad Policy Regimes
•Impacts of Neo-Liberalism on the Poor and Vulnerable People
•Economic Globalisation and Gender Justice
•Growing Militarisation and Threats to Democracy
•Resistance Movements in South Asia against Neo-Liberalism
•Unveiling an Alternative Development Paradigm

5 SAAPE Poverty Report
2013(Sinhala)

Poverty Report 2013
published in Sinhala
Language

2013/20 pages

6 SAAPE Poverty Report
2013(Tamil)

Poverty Report
published in Tamil

2013/33 pages

7 South Asia and the Future of Pro-
People Development: The
Centrality of Social Justice and
Equality



1.1 SAAPE country reports 2013: unpublished Version

1.2 SAAPE country reports 2016: unpublished Version

SN Name/Title Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1 AFGHANISTAN: Poverty and
Vulnerability Report 2013

Unpublished document: 2013 2013/21 pages Agriculture, Trade, Official
Development Assistance, Debt,
Privatisation and Globalisation,
Poverty, Gender, Human Rights,
Food Security, Role of Civil
Society

2 BHUTAN: Poverty and
Vulnerability Report 2013

Unpublished document: 2013 2013/8 pages Poverty, Economic Development,
Security, Freedom and
Democracy,
Poverty, Disparity, Vulnerability,
Exclusion, Marginalisation,
Expropriation, Crisis of Credibility
and Governance

3 NEPAL: Poverty and Vulnerability
Report 2013

NEPAL: Poverty and Vulnerability
Report 2013
Unpublished document: 2013

2013/51 pages Poverty, political system,
economic status

4 PAKISTAN: Poverty and
Vulnerability Report 2013

Unpublished document: 2013 2013/47 pages Multiple Crisis, Vulnerability and
Poverty in South Asia, Social
Insecurity and Injustice

5 SRI LANKA: Poverty and
Vulnerability Report 2013

Unpublished document: 2013 2013/51 pages Growth with Inequality: Neo-
liberal Reforms in Sri Lanka 

6 MALDIVES: Poverty and
Vulnerability Report 2013

Unpublished document: 2013 2016/20 pages Government Policies, Poverty,
Globalisation, Militarisation,
Social Protection

SN Name/Title Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1 AFGHANISTAN: Country Poverty Report
2016

Unpublished document: 2016 2016/54 pages Poverty, Gender, Labour Rights,
Tax Evasion & Violation of Laws,
Migration, Agriculture & Land

2 BANGLADESH: Country Poverty Report
2016

Unpublished document: 2016 2016/54 pages Poverty, Spatial Disparity,
Inequality, Conflicts of the
Minorities, Neo-Liberal Reforms,
Land Grabbing, Acquisition and
Eviction, Environmental
Dimensions of Poverty,
Deprivation and Conflict

3 BHUTAN: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/31 pages Bhutanese Refugee Crisis 

4 INDIA: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/42 pages Poverty in India – a Gender
Perspective, Privatisation in
School Education and its
Consequence

5 MALDIVES: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/17 pages Poverty and conflict

6 NEPAL: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/50 pages Poverty, Hunger and Inequalities

7 PAKISTAN: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/23 pages Conflict, Economy, Women and
Children

8 SRI LANKA: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/25 pages Poverty
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1.3 SAAPE Summary reports 2016: unpublished Version

2. SAAPE Bulletins – Published Version

SN Name/Title Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1 AFGHANISTAN: Summary Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/9 pages Poverty, Gender, Labour Rights, Tax
Evasion & Violation of Laws, Migration,
Agriculture & Land

2 BANGLADESH: Summary Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/10 pages Poverty, Spatial Disparity, Inequality,
Conflicts of the Minorities, Neo-Liberal
Reforms, Land Grabbing, Acquisition
and Eviction, Environmental
Dimensions of Poverty, Deprivation
and Conflict

3 BHUTAN: Summary Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/7 pages Bhutanese Refugee Crisis 

4 INDIA: Summary Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/15 pages Poverty in India – a Gender
Perspective, Privatisation in School
Education and its Consequence

5 NEPAL: Summary Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/12 pages Poverty, Hunger and Inequalities

6 SRI LANKA: Country Poverty Report 2016 Unpublished document: 2016 2016/8 pages Poverty

SN Name/Title Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1 SAAPE Bulletin,
Vol. 1, No. 1

Published January 2003/13
pages

From SAAPE Secretariat; SAAPE’s Regional Secretariat; What is SAAPE; Recent Activities of
SAAPE at Asian Social Forum; Globalisation in Pakistan: The Impact on the Economy and on
Labour; Poverty Portfolio and Trans-border Human Trafficking in South Asia; The PRSP in Sri
Lanka: The Dead end and no Return for Sri Lanka Through the PRSP; Country Focal
Organisations and Contact Persons.

2 SAAPE Bulletin,
Vol. 1, No. 2

Published Apr-June 2003/17
pages

Water Privatisation and People’s Struggle to Protect Common Water Rights in Sri Lanka,
Gender in Water, Europe’s co-operation with Asia and Latin America: Reviewing the
Regulation-A test of the European Union’s commitment to poverty eradication, Introduction
to SAAPE Focal Organisations & Country Focal Organisations and Contact Persons

3 SAAPE Bulletin,
Vol. 1, No. 3

Published July-Sept 2003/19
pages

A Road Map for Just Trade or an Enforcement System of Illegitimate Unfair Trade Rules ?,
Power, Politics and Poverty in Sri Lanka, Political Power, Poverty and Poverty Alleviation in
the Context of Nepal, Maldives Country Paper on Power, Politics and Poverty, The EU
Programming and Its Relevance for Local Actors, Introduction to SAAPE Focal Organisations
(No. 2), Country Focal Organisations and Contact Persons

4 SAAPE Bulletin,
Vol. 2, Issue 1

Published Jan-June 2005/8
pages

Post 1st February Trends in Human Rights Violations in Nepal; Nothing left for me, A People's
Process for Post-tsunami Rebuilding; Water: Right or Trade: People come together in
Bangladesh; Marching for Peace: SAAPE members lead the way; People's Protest against the
Sri Lanka Development Forum; Introduction to a SAAPE Focal Organisation: MONLAR

5 SAAPE Bulletin,
Vol. 2, Issue 2

Published July-Dec. 2005/20
pages

Reports on
- PAKISTAN: Human Security – This Time for Rea By Prof. Aijaz A Qureshi and Zulfiqar
Halepoto
- INDIA: Democracy and governance: Searching for a people-friendly state By Suhas Palshikar
- BANGLADESH: The Gender Dimension of Poverty in Bangladesh By: Dr Gitiara Nasreen
- NEPAL: Labour in Contemporary Nepal By Umesh Upadhaya
- SRI LANKA: Food sovereignty for all By: Sarath Fernando
- MALDIVES: Governance, Accountability and the Rule of Law By: Mariyam Waheeda
& SAAPE Activities 

6 SAAPE Bulletin,
Vol. 3, Issue 1

Published Jan-April 2006/20
pages

Editorial on Peace Restoration – Struggle for a better Nepal
Articles on Nepal - On the path of Democracy - Sarba Khadka and Prakash Gnyawali ;
Introduction: The Situation of Widows; Caravan of Conflict: Dynamics of Internal
Displacement in Nepal - Dr Gopal K. Siwakoti & Shreejana Pokhrel; SAAPE Activities 

7 SAAPE Bulletin,
October 2007

Published Published Oct.
2007/40 pages

News and events: AGM 2007, PSAARC event, conference on Food Sovereignty, Agrarian
Reforms and Peasants’ Rights, South Asia Features

8 SAAPE Bulletin,
June 2008

Published June 2008/80
pages

South Asia News and Views

9 SAAPE Bulletin,
December 2008

Published Dec. 2008/44
pages

SAAPE News and Events, South Asia News and Views



3. list of thematic meetings/conferences/consultations

10 SAAPE Bulletin, April 2009 Published April 2009/2 pages Civil Society Concerns with regard to the Donor Conference
in Tokyo on 17 April 2009

11 SAAPE Bulletin, Feb. 2010 Published Feb. 2010/120 pages SAAPE News and Events; Regional issues; News and Analysis;
Critical Issues and concerns; General News and Views 

12 SAAPE Bulletin, March 2011 Published March 2011/80 pages SAAPE News and Events; Disaster Strikes again; Regional
News and Analysis; General News and Views; Book Release

13 SAAPE Bulletin, Sept. 2011 Published Sept. 2011/75 pages SAAPE News and Events; Regional issues; News and Analysis;
Issues and Perspectives; General News and Views

14 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 14 Published March 2012/12 pages SAAPE Activities, Statements, PSAARC, Memorandum

15 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 15 Published Dec. 2013/12 pages SAAPE Activities; Article on Post-2015 Development
Agenda: Reduce the Widened Gap

16 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 16 Published June 2014/8 pages Editorial; Article on Conflicts in South Asia: What about
People's Hope for Peace; SAAPE Activities

17 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 17 Published November 2014/8 pages Articles on Alternative Regionalism: Building South Asia
from below; People's SAARC; Civil Society's Perspective on
SAARC; Regional Co-operation to Defeat Terrorism; People's
SAARC Regional Convergence: Revitalizing the bond of
togetherness; Access to Land and Livelihood of Dalits in
SAARC 

18 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 18 Published March 2016/12 pages SAAPE Activities and Statements; Land Rights Issues and
Movements in South Asia: A Policy Review; People's SAARC
Activities and Statement

19 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 19 Published Sept. 2016/16 pages Fifth General Assembly Issue

20 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 20 Published March 2018/20 pages SAAPE Activities and Statements

21 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 21 Published March 2019 SAAPE Activities, Declaration and Opinion on SAARC’s
Future

22 SAAPE Bulletin, Issue # 22 Published August 2019 SAAPE activities, articles on South Asian socio-political
situation

SN Name/Title Type Year/Place Remarks

1. Regional Meeting: A People’s Process for Post-Tsunami
Rebuilding 

Regional
Meeting

24-26 April 2005, Sri Lanka

2. Regional Workshop on Civil Society Organisations and Aid
Effectiveness (South and West Asia)

Workshop 29 October - 1 November 2007,
Nepal

Proceedings of the Conference
available

3. South Asia Regional Conference on Food Sovereignty,
Agrarian Reforms and Peasants’ Rights

Conference 08-09 July 2008, Nepal Proceedings of the Conference
available

4. Conference on Democracy, Development and Peace in
Asia

Conference 10-12 November 2008, Nepal Proceedings of the Conference
available

5. Conference of South Asian Women Conference 09-10 January 2009, Nepal Proceedings of the Conference
available

6. Democracy Development and Peace in Asia. Conference 2009 Proceedings of the Conference on
Democracy, Development and
Peace in Asia available

7. Breaking the barriers: claiming women’s space in politics
In south Asia.(conference of south Asian women)

Conference 09-10 January 2009 Proceedings is available

8. South Asia Conference on Just Peace Conference 26-28 March 2010

9. Human Rights Day Programme Programme December 2010, Sri Lanka
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4: Inequality report 

SN Name/Title Type Year/Place Remarks

10. HR Day Programme Programme January 2011, 5 pages, Nepal

11. South Asia Regional Conference on
Climate Change

Conference 01-02 January 2011, Nepal

12 Setting Labour Agenda for South
Asia

Workshop 30-31 March 2011, Nepal

13 Regional Conference on Challenges
and Way Forward for Democracy
and Peace in South Asia

Conference 01-02 July 2011

14 Conference on Rights of Bhutanese
Refugees: 

Conference 6 July 2011
Damak, Jhapa, Nepal

30-31 March 2011, Nepal

15 South Asian Peasants’ Convergence
on Food Sovereignty and Peasants’
Rights

Convergence 02-03 February 2017, Nepal Hard/soft copy of Proceedings
available

16 South Asian Thinkers Workshop Workshop 09-10 March 2017, Sri Lanka Hard/soft copy of Proceedings
available

17 South Asian Women’s Convergence
on Local Governance and Women’s
Political Participation in South Asia

Convergence 06-07 August 2017, Nepal Hard/soft copy of Proceedings
available

18 SAAPE Country Authors Workshop
on Inequality in South Asia

Workshop 29-30 March 2018, Nepal soft copy of meeting note avail-
able

19 Role of Private Sector in Public
Services to Achieve SDGs

Workshop 30 May 2018, Nepal soft copy of Proceedings available

20 Role of Private Sector in Public
Services to Achieve SDGs

Regional Meeting 13-14 September 2018 soft copy of Proceedings available

21 Addressing Gender Inequality
through Fiscal Justice and Access to
Basic Services

Regional Convergence 19-20 November 2018, Sri Lanka Soft copy of Meeting notes
available

22 SAAPE Poverty Report 2019
Editorial Board Meetings

Editorial Board Meetings 2-3 September 2018
15-16 December 2018
24-25 February 2019
India

Soft copy of Meeting notes
available

23 Migration in South Asia: Poverty and
Inequality

Regional Conference 24-25 February, 2019, India Soft copy of proceedings is
available

24 South Asia Fight Inequality Actions Global week of action 2018 and
2019

January 2018
January 2019

Soft/Hard copy of Report is
available

25 Taxation and Inequality: The Role of
Tax and Spending Policies To
Respond Inequality in South Asia

Regional Convergence 27-30 March 2019 Soft copy of Proceedings is
avaialable

SN Title Type Date/Place Remarks

1 Growing Inequality in South Asia: South Asia Inequality
Report 2019

Published September 2019 Income, wealth, gender, tax inequalities
in South Asian countries

2 Executive Summary of Growing Inequality in South Asia:
South Asia Inequality Report 2019 in English and Nepali

Published September 2019 www.saape.org

3 Inequality in Afghanistan Published online September 2019 www.saape.org

4 Inequality in Bangladesh Published online September 2019 www.saape.org

5 Inequality in Nepal Published online September 2019 www.saape.org

6 Fighting Inequality in Nepal: The Road to Prosperity Published January 2019 Published by: HAMI, SAAPE and Oxfam, 



5.  general Assemblies 

6. Annual general meeting (Agm)

7. list of key note Speakers and their Presentation Titles

SN Name Date/Place Theme

1. 1st General Assembly 14-16 June 2003 Power, Politics and Poverty in South Asia

2 2nd General Assembly 02-03 July 2006 Kathmandu, Nepal Struggles for Grassroots Democracy: A South
Asian Civil Society Perspective

3 3rd General Assembly 08-09 August 2009 Kathmandu, Nepal Global Financial Crisis and Its Implications in
South Asia

4 4th General Assembly 18-19 December 2012 Kathmandu, Nepal People's Struggles for Poverty Eradication:
Towards A New Development Agenda in South
Asia

5 5th General Assembly 02-03 September 2016 Kathmandu, Nepal Gender, Poverty and Constitutional Rights: South
Asian People’s Struggle

SN Name Date/Place

1. Annual General Meeting 2004 01-03 June 2004/ Kathmandu, Nepal 

2. Annual General Meeting 2005 26-28 June 2005/ Kandy, Sri Lanka

3. Annual General Meeting 2007 29-30 July 2007/ Kathmandu, Nepal

4. Annual General Meeting 2008 31 Dec. 2008/ Colombo, Sri Lanka

5. Annual General Meeting 2009 08-09 August 2009/ Kathmandu, Nepal

6. Annual General Meeting 2010 04-06 Sept. 2010/ Nagarkot, Nepal

SN Title Programme Key Note Speaker

1. Struggles for Grassroots Democracy: A South
Asian Civil Society Perspective 

2nd General Assembly of SAAPE, 02-03 July
2006 Kathmandu, Nepal

Subash Chandra Nembang, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Nepal

2 Global Financial Crisis and Its Implications in
South Asia

3rd General Assembly of SAAPE, 08-09 August
2009 Kathmandu, Nepal

Key note speakers:
1. Yubaraj Khatiwada
2. Ram Bapat
3. Shobha Raghuram

3 Applicability, Critics, Challenges and
Opportunities of Multidimensional Poverty
Index (MPI) in the South Asian Context

Annual General Meeting, 2010 Yuba Raj Khatiwada, Former Governor of Nepal
Rastra Bank

4 Regional Conference on Challenges and Way
Forward for Democracy and Peace in South Asia

01-02 July 2011 Hon. Mani Sankhar Aiyar (Member of Rajya
Sabha, India, Member of Indian Foreign Service)

5 People’s Struggle for Poverty Eradication:
Towards a New Development Agenda in South
Asia

4th General Assembly of SAAPE
18-19 December 2012

Babu Mathew, Adviser to SAAPE

6 Engendering Politics and Governance in South
Asia

South Asian Women’s Conference on Women’s
Political Participation and Representation, 
11-12 Sept 2013, Kathmandu, Nepal

Shobha Raghuram, Founding Member of
SAAPE

7 Interrelations between Gender, Poverty and
Constitution

5th General Assembly, 2016 Sapana Pradhan Malla, Hon’ble Justice,
Supreme Court of Nepal

8 Partnership between CEDAW and Civil Society
of South Asia in Promoting Gender Equality

5th General Assembly, 2016 Bandana Rana, Expert Member at CEDAW
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8. list of some other Prominent Speakers
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9. core committee meetings

SN Title Programme Key Note Speaker

1. Migration, Fundamentalism, Terrorism in South
Asia

5th General Assembly, 2016 Farooq Tariq, Pakistan

2. People's struggles against the rising
fundamentalism in Afghanistan

5th General Assembly, 2016 Nooria Sultani, Pakistan

3. Shrinking Civic Spaces and Citizen Rights in South
Asia

5th General Assembly, 2016 Dr Akhil Ranjan Dutta, India

4 Autocratic Regimes and Violations of Human rights
in South Asia: People's struggle in Maldives

5th General Assembly, 2016 Ahmed Nizam, Maldives

5 People's struggles against the rising
fundamentalism in Bangladesh

5th General Assembly, 2016 Dr Mahbubul Mokaddem, Bangladesh

6 Citizen Rights of Conflict Affected People in the
Countries in 
Post Conflict: People’s Struggles for Peace and
Democracy in Sri Lanka

5th General Assembly, 2016 Dr Udan Fernando, Sri Lanka

7 Constitutionalism in South Asia: Lessons from
Nepal's Constitution-Making Process

5th General Assembly, 2016 Dr Dilli Raj Khanal, Nepal

8 Transcripts and Summaries of the Inaugural
Speeches

South Asia Conference on Food
Sovereignty, Agrarian Reforms and
Peasants’ Rights, 08-09 July, 2008,
Kathmandu, Nepal

Mr Jhalanath Khanal, Secretary General, CPN(UML);
Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Chairperson, CPN (Maoist); Keshab
Badal, Standing Committee Member. CPM (UML); Shivraj
Gautam, Chairperson, ANPA (Revolutionary); Bishnu
Paudel, Central Committee Member, CPN (UML); Dr
Arjun Karki, SAAPE Coordinator & Chairperson, NGO
Federation of Nepal; Bhim Neupane, Hon’ble Member,
National Planning Commission; Dr Pradeep Khadka,
Chief, Central Dept. of Rural Development, TU; Bhim
Prasad Gautam, CA Member; Rezaul Karim Chaudhary,
Equity and Justice group, Bangladesh; Tek Bdr. Thapa,
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives;
Baburam Acharya, Secretary, Ministry of Land
Reformation and Management; Qamar Mohyuddin, Lok
Sanjh, Pakistan; Bacchu Rai, Progressive Peasants’ Union;
Mahadev Das, Institute for Motivating Self Employment,
India; Ms Radha Gyawali, Central Committee Member,
CPN (UML); Mr Bam Dev Gautam, Chairperson of All
Nepal Peasants’ Federation

SN Name Date/Place

1. Core Committee meeting 10-12 Jan 2009, Kathmandu, Nepal

2. Core Committee meeting 7 August 2009, Kathmandu, Nepal

3. Core Committee meeting 08-10 Jan 2010, New Delhi, India

1. Core Committee meeting 27-28 January 2011Wattala, Sri Lanka

2. Extended Core Committee meeting 03-04 July 2011, Kathmandu, Nepal

3. Extended Core Committee meeting 28-29 February 2012, New Delhi, India

4. Core Committee meeting 31 January – 01 February 2014, Dhulikhel, Nepal

5. Core Committee meeting 20-21 November 2014, Kathmandu, Nepal

6. Core Committee meeting 6-7 September 2015, Colombo, Sri Lanka

7. Core Committee Meeting 01 September, 2016 Kathmandu, Nepal

8. Core Committee Meeting 03-04 June 2017, Male, Maldives

9. Core Committee Meeting 02-03 July 2018



10. list of declarations

SN Declaration Programme Date/Place

1. Manesar Declaration, 2000 South Asia Consultation on Poverty Eradication
and Quality of Aid

27-29 September 2000, Manesar, Haryana,
India

2. Statement of Concern; Statement of
Purpose, 2001

11th Summit of South Asian Association for
Regional Co-operation (SAARC)

04 - 06 January 2001, Kathmandu, Nepal

3. Colombo Declaration, 2003 1st General Assembly 14 to 16 June 2003, Colombo, Sri Lanka

4. Kathmandu Declaration, 2006 2nd General Assembly 02-03 July 2006, Kathmandu, Nepal

5. Kathmandu Declaration, 2009 3rd General Assembly 08- 09 August 2009, Kathmandu, Nepal

6. Declaration of SAAPE AGM, 2010 AGM 2010 04-06 September 2010, Nagarkot, Nepal

7. Kathmandu Declaration on Climate Crisis,
2011

South Asia Regional Conference on Climate
Change

01-02 January 2011, Kathmandu, Nepal

8. Kathmandu Declaration, 2012 4th General Assembly 18-19 December 2012, Kathmandu, Nepal

9. Declaration of South Asian Conference on
Women’s Political Participation and
Representation, 2013

South Asian Conference on Women’s Political
Participation and Representation

11 and 12 September 2013, Kathmandu, Nepal

10. Kathmandu Declaration 2016 5th General Assembly 2-3, September, 2016, Kathmandu, Nepal 

11. Declaration of South Asian Peasants’
Convergence on Food Sovereignty and
Peasants Rights, 2017

South Asian Peasants’ Convergence on Food
Sovereignty and Peasants Rights

2-3 February, 2017, Kathmandu, Nepal

12 Declaration of South Asian Women
Convergence on Local Governance and
Women's Political Participation in South Asia:
Expanding spaces and enhancing rights for
equality and justice, 2017

South Asian Women Convergence on Local
Governance and Women's Political Participation
in South Asia

6-7 August 2017, Kathmandu, Nepal

13 Negombo Declaration on End Gender
Inequality through Fiscal Justice and Access
to Basic Services

South Asian Regional Convergence 19-20 November 2018, Negombo, Sri Lanka

14 Kathmandu Declaration on Tax and Fiscal
Justice to Address Rising Inequality in South
Asia

South Asian Regional Convergence 27-30 March 2019, Kathmandu, Nepal

Page 93 | SAAPE; A Platform for South Asians



Page 94 | SAAPE; A Platform for South Asians

11. Thematic Publications/Position Papers/case Studies
11.1 Food Sovereignty, Right to Food, Land Grabbing

SN Name Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1. Nepalese perspective on food
sovereignty

Food
sovereignty

2005/13 pages • Nepal, WTO and food.
• Food sovereignty and Nepal.
• Food sovereignty and farmers.
• Recent challenges and role of civil society.
• Burning issues.

2 Review of plans and budget in
Agriculture (agriculture and planned
development in Nepal)

Review
paper

2011/39 pages • Agriculture in Planned Development of Nepal
• Objectives and achievements of Five Year plans in agriculture
• Legal and policy measures.
• National food corporation Regulation.

3 Impacts of Climate change on
Women Peasants' With the case
study of peasant women in Gulmi
District

Country
report with
case study

2011/38 pages • Climate change and women
• Climate Change and Agriculture in Nepal
• Case Study of Jaisithok, Nayagaun and Paudi Amarai VDC of Gulmi
district

4 Context, Issue and Position of Land
Rights in Nepal

Status paper 2015/6 pages • Movement for Land Rights
• Rationale of the Land Rights Movement
• Challenges
• Role of Different Institutions and Organisations for the Land Rights

5 Impact of Climate Change in
Pakistan on Peasants and Women

Climate
change

2015/12 pages • The global climate change
• Pakistan contribution to climate change
• Signs of climate change in Pakistan
• Land degradation

6 Land grab: red claw of neo
imperialism in South Asia.

Status paper 2016/21 pages. • land grab stunting south Asia
• Red claw of land grab.
• Country specific cases.

7 Reward work not wealth in Nepali
Version

Summary
Report

2018/32 pages • Inequality

8 Land Grabbing in South Asia Status Paper 2018/12 pages • South Asian country situation on land grabbing

9 Land and Resource Grabbing in
South Asia

National Sta-
tus Paper

2018 • Description of land and major natural resource available and their
conditions, use pattern 
• Nature of the problems in relation to land and natural resource grab
• Policies and laws
• Resistance movements against the land and natural resource
grabbing in the country (mapping of mass movements and CSO
movements in the country, lobbying and advocacy campaign, policy
advocacy etc.)



11.2 Women’s Rights, Women’s Empowerment, Gender Justice

SN Name Type Year/no. of pages Contents

1. 2010 Flood & its Impacts on Women in
Pakistan

Women’s right/justice 2010/20 pages • Women’s in flood, security, challenges

2. One year after Pakistan floods Women
continue struggle to rebuild life & livelihood 

Women’s right August 2011/5 pages • Women continue struggle to rebuild life &
livelihood 

3. Organising for labour rights (Women Workers
in textile/garments sector in Pakistan and
Bangladesh)

Women’s rights 2011/24 pages •Demographic Indicators of Women Working in
Garments Factories
• Work Conditions and Wages
•Trade Unions and Labour Support
Group/Organisation.
• Women Organising for Labour Rights
• Mobility, Spatial Boundaries and Autonomy
Mobility.

4 Women: The survivors of civil war in Sri Lanka. Gender justice 2011/37 pages • Women role in armed conflict.
• Women’s situation in post armed conflict.
• Post conflict setting.
• Issues to be addressed.

5 Women’s participation in Politics/Legislative
bodies (challenges in South Asia)

Women’s rights 2011/8 pages • Women representation in legislative bodies.
• Challenges to women political participation.

6 Women Deprivation to land in South Asia Proceedings of South Asian
Women’s Conference

2013/88 pages • Engender politics and governance.
• Women’s space in South Asian Governance
and Politics.
• Summary of conference proceedings.
• Details of proceedings.

7 Women Deprivation to land in South Asia. Women’s right 2015/24 pages • General Picture.
• Women’s right to property, inheritance and
land: country level situation.
• Exposing discrimination based on social
practices, Religious and customary barriers.
• Legislation and legal frameworks for women
rights to inheritance.

8 Women Rights in South Asia National Status Paper 2018 • Description of current states of demography
with a segregated information on women
human resource in the country
• Policies and laws
• Nature of the problems in relation to women’s
political, economic, social and cultural rights
• Resistance movements against the women
rights violations in the country (mapping of
political movements and CSO movements in
the country, lobbying and advocacy campaign,
policy advocacy etc.)
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11.3 Peace, Democracy, Demilitarisation, Social Justice, Just Governance
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SN Name Issue Year/no. of pages Contents

1. Peace Justice and
Demilitarisation in south
Asia.

Peace, demilitarisation. 2008/36 pages • Scenario of Peace and Demilitarisation
• Approaches to Peace Building in South Asia
• Bangladesh Defence Expenditure (18 Years)
• Figure of Military in Bhutan
• A Comparative Scenario of Military Spending
in 2008

2 Struggle for democratisa-
tion in South Asia

Democratisation 2010/200 pages • Position paper on democracy and just
governance: A south Asia Perspective.
• Bangladesh
• Bhutan
• India
• Nepal
• Pakistan
• Concept note
• Approach paper.

3 Militarisation: Living with
Guns.

Status of militarisation in
South Asia

2014/20 pages. • State of human security.
• Military expenditure.
• Militarisation of politics.
• State of human security.
• Armed conflict.
• Nuclear deal

4 Pakistan after Osama Peace, demilitarisation. March 2015, 6 pages • Polarisation in Army ranks
• Religious fundamentalism

5 Social Protection/Minimum
Wage

National Status Paper 2018 • current states of labor sector, formal and
informal sector
• Minimum wage and social protection
• Status of labour rights in the South Asian
countries
• Policies and laws related to minimum wage
and social protection
• Status of implementation
• Polices and laws that prevent guaranteeing
minimum wage and social protection
services
• Status of international conventions and
covenant on minimum wage and social
protection
• Institutional mechanism to implement the
minimum wage and social protection
services
• Nature of the problems in relation to
implementing the minimum wage schemes
• Trends and extent of labour rights
violations
• Poverty and inequality impact
• Labour movements/trade union
movements for minimum wage and labour
rights



11.4 Debt, IFIs, Socio-economic Crises

11.5  South Asia, SAARC, Regional Cooperation, Alternative Regionalism

11.6 Others

SN Name Issue Year/no. of pages Contents

1. Freedom from Debt and
Domination

Debt July 2008/39 pages Case studies from South Asia

2. Debt Crisis in South Asia: Role
of International Financial
Institutions (A collection of
case studies from South Asia)

Debt crisis, role of IFIs July 2009/72 Case studies by D.R. Khanal, Eric Toussaint, Lidy
Nacpil, William Stanley, B. Skanthakumar, S.M.
Prithiviraj, Abdul Khaliq, Mohan Tamange

SN Name Issue Year/no. of pages Details

1. A Brief History of South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC)

History of SAARC July 2008/34 pages Published by VAK, prepared by Surabhi
Sinha Mathur

2. Migrants Workers in SAARC: Dignity and
Freedom Across Borders

Analysis Paper 2011/46 pages Published by PILER & SAAPE

3. People’s SAARC: History and Evolution Documentation of history
and evolution of People’s
SAARC

November 2014/81 pages Published by SAAPE

4. Inequality Summary Report (Nepali
Version)

Inequality January 2018 Published by SAAPE

5. Fighting Inequality in Nepal context and drivers of
inequality in Nepal, and offer
evidence-based
recommendations that can
support the government’s
commitment to tackling
inequality

January 2019 Published by HAMI, SAAPE & OXFAM

6. Growing Inequality in South Asia:
South Asia Inequality Report 2019

Seriousness of growing
ineuality in South Asia,
common problesm caused
by inequality and its impact
to the people in South Asian
countries, recommendation
to the South Asian
government to address the
issues of growing inequality
in the region.

September 2019 Published by SAAPE

SN Name Issue Year/no. of pages Links

1. SAAPE response to the UN
Secretary General’s Synthesis
Report on the Post-2015
Development Agenda

Post-2015 Development
Agenda

December 2014, 8 pages http://saape.org/index.php/publications/other-
documents
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12. Articles/news/media coverage

Page 98 | SAAPE; A Platform for South Asians

SN Article/News/Media Published
date

Writer/media house Link

1. Bad Governance Hits Development June 17, 2005 Himalayan News Service https://thehimalayantimes.com/
business/bad-governance-hits-development/

2. South Asia should have a common
disaster management system’

August
25,2010

Ali Usman http://www.icimod.org/?q=5846

3. Declaration of South Asia Alliance
for Poverty Eradication (SAAPE)
Annual General Meeting(AGM)

September 6,
2010

SAAPE http://www.europe-solidaire.org/spip.php?article18545

4. South Asian civil society activists
ask governments to establish
disaster relief fund to provide help
to Pakistani people.

September 16,
2010

http://www.huvadhooaid.org
/south-asian-civil-society-activists-
ask-governments-
to-establish-disaster-relief-fund-to-
provide-help-to-pakistani-people/

5. ‘Stop drone attacks, stop religious
Fundamentalism.’ 

October 21,
2010

Labour Education Foundation. http://www.lef.org.pk/shimla.htm

6. Furthering the struggle against the
social injustice in the south Asia
region.

- - http://www.sidint.net/content/
furthering-struggle-against-social-injustice-poverty-
south-asia-region

7. SAAPE: People’s SAARC campaign
on ‘Demilitarisation,
Democratisation’ launched 

July 10, 2013 kobserver.net/201307/10/detailnews.asp?id=212149

8. Speaking out: South Asia is the
most agrarian region with 40% of
the world’s poor

March 7, 2014 Correspondent of the express
tribune.

https://tribune.com.pk/story/679802/
speaking-out-south-asia-is-most-agrarian-region-with-40-
of-worlds-poor/

9. Almost one quarter of the world’s
population live in south Asia.

2014 Asianet-Pakistan https://www.thefreelibrary.com/Almost+one+
quarter+of+world+p
opulation+live+in+South+Asia.-a0385668493

10. Rethinking South Asian identity April 17, 2017 Deepa Kylasam Iyer http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/o
pinion/asian-people-and-emergin
g-convergence-in-the-region/article9644655.ece

11. Poverty Report launched at
Gauhati University, Assam, India

May 2, 2017 Correspondent of the Assam
tribune. 

http://www.assamtribune.com/scripts/details
new.asp?id=may0217/city052

12. Poverty report of South Asia
unveiled

September 3,
2017

Times of India https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/c
handigarh/poverty-report-o
f-south-asia-unveiled/articleshow/60342930.cms

13. Interview with Zakia Soman June 21, 2017 feminisminindia https://feminisminindia.com/2017/06/21/interview-zakia-
soman-bmma/

14. Costs of inequality January 13,
2019

My Republica https://myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/costs-of-
inequality/

15. Poverty report of South Asia
released first time in North India

September 2,
2017

World Wisdom News.com http://www.worldwisdomnews.com/poverty-report-
south-asia-released-first-time-north-india/

16. Securing SAARC’s Future March 12, 2019 My Republica Source:
https:/myrepublica.nagariknetwork.com/news/securing-
saarc-s-future/?categoryId=opinion



13. Statements

14. Statements Signed by SAAPE

SN Name/Title Type Year Context/Issue/Event

1. A People’s Process for Post-
Tsunami Rebuilding

Statement 24 to 26 April 2005
– Sri Lanka

Regional Meeting: A
People’s Process for
Post-Tsunami
Rebuilding

http://www.nafso-online.org/2005/04/towards-
peoples-process-for-post.html

2. SAAPE Press Release on Pakistan
Flood, 2010

Press
release

4-6 September 2010 SAAPE AGM http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
releases/48-saape-press-release-on-pakistan-flood

4. SAAPE condemns and calls for
an immediate end to the
sectarian violence in Burma
targeting Rohingya Muslims

Statement 23 August 2012 http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
releases/49-saape-statement-on-burma-crisis-2012

5. SAAPE condemns the heinous
crime against humanity by
religious extremists in Peshawar,
Pakistan

Statement 19 December 2014 http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
releases/22-saape-condemns-the-heinous-crime
against-humanity-by-religious-extremists-in-
peshawar-pakistan

6. SAAPE welcomes the
promulgation of the new
constitution of Nepal and
condemns the trade and
transport embargo imposed by
Indian government on the Indo-
Nepal border

Statement 01 October 2015 http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
leases/59-saape-welcomes-the-promulgation-of-
the-new-constitution-of-nepal-and-condemns-the-
trade-and-transport-embargo-imposed-by-indian-
government-on-the-indo-nepal-border

7. SAAPE and People’s SAARC
strongly condemns the recent
attack in Dhaka, Bangladesh!

Statement 4 July 2016 http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
releases/66-saape-and-people-s-saarc-strongly-
condemns-the-recent-attack-in-dhaka-bangladesh

8. SAAPE calls for Social Justice
and Equality in South Asia

Statement 04 June 2017 Core Committee
meeting, Maldives

http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
releases/80-saape-calls-for-social-justice-and-
equality-in-south-asia

9. People’s SAARC Statement 2017 Statement 25 September 2017 People’s SAARC
Regional Meeting,
Kathmandu, 13-14
September 2017

http://saape.org/index.php/news-room/press-
releases/91-people-s-saarc-statement

10. SAAPE condemns the Heinous
Acts 

Statement 22 April 2019 Kathmandu, 22 April
2019

SN Name/Title Type Year Context/Issue/Event Links

1 Plea to OECD: Make an Inclusive
Process to Address Base Erosion
and Profit Shifting for Tax
Justice

Letter February
2015

Concerns and Demands by likeminded Asian
Civil Society Organisations on OECD’s BEPS
process, the Asia-Pacific Regional Network
Meeting in Seoul February 13th 2015

http://www.saape.org/index.php/
news-room/press-releases/42-
plea-to-oecd-make-an-inclusive-
process-to-address-base-erosion-
and-profit-shifting-for-tax-justice

2 Justice for Baba Jan
International appeal

Appeal May 2017 Baba Jan is a political activist in Gilgit-
Bltistan facing a life sentence along 12 more
at Gahkooch jail. He is a member federal
committee Awami Workers Party and
president of Progressive Youth Front. He was
sentenced on the charges of rioting and
organizing illegal rallies in 2010. His real
“crime” was to help the victims of Atta Abad
Lake to receive a fair compensation

http://links.org.au/baba-jan-cli-
mate-justice-gilgit-baltistan

3 GCF must not invest in climate
change or environmental/social
destruction

Statement March
2017

Asian People’s Movement on Debt and
Development (APMDD) initiatives

4 Statement for Nepal's Debt
Cancellation

Sign-on Statement June
2015

APMDD initiated the process http://www.saape.org/index.php/
news-room/announcements/56-
final-sign-on-statement-for-
nepal-s-debt-cancellation
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Annexure 6: Copy of Questionnaire for Members of SAAPE
Questionnaire 9

5 Statement endorsed for
164 Women’s Rights
Groups call on
Governments to Reject
the WTO Declaration on
“Women’s Economic
Empowerment”

Sign-on Statement December 2017 Feminist WTO
Statement

http://apwld.org/press-
release-164-womens-
rights-groups-call-on-g
overnments-to-reject-
the-wto-declaration-
on-womens-economic-
empowerment/

6 Endorsement of policy
submission to
UNESCAP session on
Inequality in the Era of
the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Develop

ment Sign-on
Statement

May 2018 APMDD initiated the
process

7 leaders must stop
fuelling inequality

Sign on Open letter July 2019 Fight Inequality
Alliance

https://docs.google.co
m/document/d/1i0eoX
wcFP3M9_NTDbs4WLt3
IRLxUgsBQK6UV6dWeIT
8/edit

SN Questions Response/Comments

1 Introduction to SAAPE
a) What does SAAPE represent to you?
b) How do you relate SAAPE with poverty reduction campaign?
c) In relation to other lobby networks in the region and internationally, what is SAAPE’s added value? In other words: what
does SAAPE provide/represent that is different from what the others provide/represent?

2 Membership
a) How have you been in contact with SAAPE (e.g.as a member, well-wisher)?
b) How did you join/participate in SAAPE? Why have you engaged with SAAPE?
c) What was your/your organisation’s key motivation to become a member?
d) Since when have you been a member of SAAPE?
e) How frequently have you been able over the years to meet with members of South Asia’s civil society because of SAAPE?

3 Historical Evidence
a) How did you come to know about SAAPE?
b) What does SAAPE symbolise for you?
c) What impressed you to associate/work with SAAPE?
d) Please give us some important landmark events that you attended which made an impact on your work.
e) What were the reasons at the time of the first meeting in 2000? How did the Manesar Declaration become the basis for
the future of a SAAPE formation
f ) The meeting in 2001 hosted by RRN helped us to seek a mandate from the socially committed movements and to create a
platform owned by South. 

4 SAAPE Campaigns
a) What are the major campaigns in your memory SAAPE has undertaken?
b) Which are the campaigns you continue to work with and what are your suggestions?
c) What do you feel about the political issues around Poverty and Inequality in your country and in South Asia?
d) How often do you contact the SAAPE Secretariat in Kathmandu and suggest for the campaigns? Have you observed that
these campaigns have been organized by SAAPE? 
e) Are you happy with the thematic choices of SAAPE?

5 SAAPE as Platform Politics
a) SAAPE is not an institution; it is a platform. How did this evolve into a platform?
b) Why is it valuable for social movements and civil society organisations?
c) How are the voices, opinions and experiences of poor women and men as well as communities introduced and reflected
in SAAPE’s work and governance?
d) How are gender justice concerns covered in the thematic groups (other than Gender)?
e) What have been the capacity building initiatives that you have been involved in?
f ) What is your dream for SAAPE as a regional alliance? How will you/how have you contribute (d) to this dream?

9 Confidentiality has been maintained.
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SN Questions Response/Comments

6 Contribution
a) Name the formats in either print, digital or both that have appealed to you the most and which you contributed to?
• Pamphlets
• Analysis
• Events 
• Policy Briefs
• Brochures, Bulletins
• Event/ Conference Proceedings
• Press Releases/ Press Coverage
• SAAPE website
• Other (Please specify and elaborate)

7 Intergenerational Participation
a) Social justice is an intergenerational issue. What can we leave behind as a legacy of this period in time where identity
was not decided by a country and its borders but by many communities which were sharing similar languages, histories
and concerns? 
b) What is SAAPE's intergenerational participation/ contribution to your learning? Do you feel this has been well trans-
lated in the SAAPE Structure? Does the structure help the cause?

8 Recommendations –The FUTURE
a) Make recommendations on the above (No. 5 & 6), especially for the lobby and advocacy work of SAAPE in relation to
SAARC.
b) Share with us one great moment in your association with SAAPE which for you is the essence of SAAPE to carry out in
future.
c) Please state your further recommendations for SAAPE’s future.
d) Can we spend some more time thinking of the future and SAAPE’s future prospects?
e) Feedback on Roles and responsibilities of SAAPE Advisers, Core Committee Members, Secretariat, LDC Watch, country
campaigners/network member.
f ) What other civil society institutions or networks should be linked to SAAPE to increase effectiveness of influencing pol-
icy and advocacy?
g) In your view, how well does the SAAPE Secretariat respond to your queries, requests for information? Do you have any
suggestions for improvement?
h) Within the context of poverty in South Asia, do you think SAAPE should focus on any other specific issues in its fu-
ture work?
i) Please share any other suggestions for structure, governance, content or methods for improvement of SAAPE.




